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Arrive at our 1 eee in the abbey—View the 
curigſities of Edinburgh, and parts adjacent. 
Invited into the country—A great deliverance, 
and unexpected and agreeable Rencounter e 
return to Edinburgh ſave the life of my 

Friend Am endangered myſelf —- Known by 
a woman who procures us aſſiſtance my friend's 
1 recovers, and we return to Ware- 


N the evening we entered the antient city of 
Edinburgh, and repaired to the duke's apart- 
ments in the Abbey, which had been fitted up for 
our reception; and were waited on by Mr. 
Farquhar, and a number of his grace's friends 
and dependants, to welcome our arrival amongſt 
them, the diſtinction paid me by every one 
being encreaſed, by the prodigious —_ that 
lord George ſhewed for me in every word, and 
by every action. The hurry, noiſe, and com- 
mercial buſtle of this great city, were quite no- 
velties to me, and excited all my attention; and 
VorL, II. B the 
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the firſt days of our ſojourn were moſt agreeably 
taken up in viewing the public buildings, the 
caſtle, and whatever elſe was remarkable or 
worth notice in it, and its ſuburbs ; nor did I 
forget to make myſelf acquainted with its laws 
and privileges, the eftabhſhment of its magiſ- 
tracy, and its antient and preſent condition, 
Wherever we went we left tokens of our li- 
berality, and in a week's time were known at, 
and frequented all the public places of reſort, 
where they complimented us by the appellation 
of The handſome Friends, The diſtinction that 
lord George's rank attracted, and the gaiety of 
our appearance and equipage, opened every place 
to our reception; and the ladies, in particular, 
diſtinguiſhed us by their regards. The ſecond 
week of our abode, we made ſeveral country 
tours, and complied with the invitations of many 
of the neighbouring nobility and gentry, who 
vied with each other in beſtowing their counte- 
nance upon us. Amongſt the reſt, a noble lord 
carried us to his ſeat in the ſhire of Fife, not 
far from Kirkaldy, from whence we could not 
get away for two or three days, ſo many pleaſing 
diverſions were procured us, and our hoſt be- 
haved with ſuch hoſpitable kindneſs. One day, 
the ſun having juſt gilded the borders of the 
caſtern ſkies, we aroſe before the family, and 
ſallied out, through the park, into a delightful ſo- 
litude, at the edge of which ran a ripling ſtream, 
that, aftcr ſeveral ſerpentine meanders, rolled 
its curling waves into the Forth, of which we 
had on one fide a very extenſive proſpect: The 
weather was calm, and a gentle breeze juſt agi- 
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JAMES RAMBLE, Eg, 3 
tated the billows, ſufficiently to give them a 
gilded glitter from the beams of the riſing ſun ; 
on the other ſide, the fields of yellow corn 
waved in the fanning gale, and delighted the ear 
with their ruſtling harmony; nor were the little 
feathered ſongſters ſilent, but began to hail the 
opening morn, and ſalute the day in grateful 
melody. The diſtant proſpect of Edinburgh, 
with its towering citadel, and of many far off 


- towns and villages, upon the ſhores of this plen- 


teous county, the hard-viſaged fiſhermen hyin 

to their cobles, the induſtrious huſbandman haſ- 
tening to his labour, the ſhepherd, tuning his 
jocund pipe, and the flocks and herds, bleating 
and lowing on every fide, formed ſo delightful 
a landſcape, that the eye could never be enough 
ſatisfied with gazing. We had ſcarce enjoyed 
this delightful proſpect half an hour—an em- 
blem of the calm and ſtill happineſs of private 
lite, defires bounded by reaſon, and wants regu- 
lated by the moderate demands of nature—but 
a N. W. wind began to bluſter about us; in a 
few minutes the waves rolled upon the ſhore 
with impetuous force, and daſhed their foam up 
our peaceful brook, which began alſo to be agi- 
tated by the ſtorm; the ſun veiled his ſhining 
face under a duſky cloud, the birds fluttered 
with haſty pinions to their coverts, a ſmart 
ſhower of rain ſucceeded, and all the beauteous 
ſcene was deformed and loſt. Thus, ſaid I to 
lord George, the toils of life, the cares of ambj- 
tion, the hurry of our boiſterous paſſions, and 
the miſeries conſequent thereupon, deform and 


Cloud the ſerenity of oy minds, and render us oc- 


2 caſionally 
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caſionally unhappy. We had not time to make Y 


further reflections, for the wildneſs of the ſtorm 
encreaſed, and before we got back to our hoſt's 
we were wet through and through, and could 
perceive the waves mounting maſt high, and 
the veſſels, of various ſorts, tumbling in the 
offing, and apparently in great diſtreſs and dan- 
ger. His lordſhip and family were up at our 
return, and in great pain for the poor people 
on ſhip-board, and in boats, who had put out 
in the late inviting weather; but he was parti- 


cularly concerned, and ſo we all were, for the 


paſſage - boat from Burnt-Iſland, which is gene- 
rally full of people, and was expected to be now 
fuller than ordinary, and which we could plainly 
ſee at a great diſtance ready to founder at every 
ſea ſhe ſhip'd. Our noble hoſt had a very fine 
yo reckoned an excellent ſea boat, which 


be ordered to be got ready to put out to their | 
aſſiſtance; for, of two boats from a ſhip that 


lay below-the iſland, we ſaw one periſn in at- 


tempting the relief of the overloaded veſſel. 
The ſtorm however continued fo violent, that 
we could not procure hands enough that would a 


venture, and only two expert ſeamen offering 


to hazard themſelves out of the whole vicinity, 
all our pain and ſolicitudes we were apprehenſive 
would be of no effect. The paſſage- boat, mean- 
time, drove ſo near our ſhore, that it was ex- 
pected. in leſs than half an hour ſhe would be 


daſhed to pieces on the ſtrand—Already we 


heard the piercing cries of women and children 

in diſtreſs, who were near the period of their | 

lives: When, turning to our friend, I ſaid, my 
lord, 
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lord, you have got two able ſeamen, and now 
ſeem only to want a few perſons, who have 
ſtrength and courage enough to follow orders: 
I am reſolved to make one, though never on ſalt 
water before; if 1 loſe my life, it will be loſt 
upon a noble occaſion, that of endeavouring to 
fave ſo many of my fellow ſubjects, and if we 
ſucceed it will be worth the riſk we run, and 

ive us the utmoſt joy and fatisfattion. Nay, 
3 my lord, if you are ſuch a hero, Pl] venture 
myſelf too; and ſo will I, replied my friend; 
and, added our hoſt, I am ſure my boat will 


keep the ſea, ſo that there will not be ſo much 


danger as we apprehend, and if the worſt comes 
to the worſt, and we can't lay her along ſide to 
take the poor people out, we ſhall have a chance 
of taking ſome of them up if the veſſel parts. 


We were ſoon aboard, and as ſoon at a conſi- 


derable diſtance from ſhore, but, before we 
could reach the unhappy people, their boat foun - 
dered, and we ſaw her go to the bottom in our 
ſight, and ſoon after a number of wretches float- 
ing here and there upon the back of the waves. 
In ſhort, it was a ſcene of piteous diſtreſs, and 
the cries of the ſufferers founded dreadfully in 
our ears: Several ſhips ſent off their craft to ſec 
if they could ſave any of them, and luckily we 
got eight-or nine ſafely on board the yacht, by 
the help of ropes and other like contrivances 
but what ſtruck us with more than ordinary 
compaſſion, was the ſight of two women, claſped 
in each other's arms, who roſe at our ſtern, and 
ſunk again too ſpeedily for us any way to lay 
hold of them; but providentially they once 

\ BD J , more 
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more emerged from their watery grave, and my- 
ſelf, and one of the ſeamen, were ſo happy as 
to catch hold of their garments by our boat 
hooks, which we waited with in our hands for 
that purpoſe, and at the imminent hazard of 


our lives got them at length on board; but in i 


ſuch a condition that we could not determine 
whether they. were dead or alive. Their faces 
were preſſed cloſe to each other, and it was 
ſometime before we could unclaſp their arms, 
which were ſtrongly. braced about each other's 
waiſte; but by that operation we found, to our 
joy, that they were not quite dead, and the a- 
gitation it occaſioned, brought ſuch a quantity 
of water from their ſtomachs, that they began 
to breathe, and the pulſe beat in a languid man- 
ner. We made the ſhore with our cargo, and 
got ſafe to a grappling in our creek, and im- 


mediately, with no little labour, carried the two * 
women to the care of the female part of my 
lord's family, who put them into a warm bed: 
A ſurgeon went and let them blood, and all the 


proper cares were uſed for their recovery. The 
reſt of our relieved people were ſoon well e- 
nough, after their partaking of a little reſt and 
refreſhment, to go upon their ſeveral occaſions, 


which they did, after diſplaying the utmoſt gra- 
titude; and my friend, our hoſt, and myſelf, 
ſat down, over a flowing bowl, to congratulate 
one another upon the good office of humanity 
we had performed, having ſaved thirteen ſouls * 
from periſhing, though we found upwards of 
that number were loſt. His lordſhip was never 
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and, I muſt ſay, he was. rais'd vaſtly in my 
eſteem by his courage and goodneſs; and as 
to my lord George, me thought he was dearer 
and dearcr to me, from the incident of our 
having been in ſuch imminent danger together. 
This adventure detained us till the next day 
from Edinburgh; and the ladies we had pre- 
ſerved were ſo well recovered, by that time, 
as to be able to accept an invitation to dine 
with us before their departure, and we were 
not without ſome curioſity to ſee them; for 
the attendants had told us 1 much of their ac- 

compliſhments, that we expected to reap great 
delight from their company. When the hour 
came, they were uſhered into the dining room, 
where only us three, and my lord's houſe- 
keeper, (for he was a widower) attended their 
coming; but my ſurprize, and that of my friend, 
was ſo great, that we both cried out at the ſame 
time, Good God! When, as they advanced 
towards us to return their acknowledgments 
for the bleflings of life preſerved to them, we 


| diſcovered the very features, though much al- 


tered by the late diſaſter, of the ladies we hid 
teen at, and who had diſappeared from farmer 
Trudge's, Our exclamation, for ſome time, 
put a ſtop to their deſigned returns, the young 
one ſeeming ſo confuſed, and fo overcome with 
the incident, that ſhe ſtood motionleſs as a ſta- 
tue; and, in ſhort, his lordſhip, and all the 
afliſtants, at this ſtrange ſcene, were dumb and 
full of wonder. The firſt that ſpoke was the 


_ elder lady, who, in ſo polite and grateful a 


manner, thanked us all, and ſpoke with ſuch 
B 4 A 
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a grace, as charmed; and then her daughter, 
in a voice and accent that conveyed tranſport 
to the heart, beſtowed ſuch commendations 
upon us, as would have overpaid the moſt ar- 
duous ſervices. If to ſerve our fellow creatures, 
ſimply, and without any other view than doing 
$20ds can impart rapturous emotions to the 

eart, how much more muſt it excite ſuch ſen- 
ſations, when you have thus, unexpeRedly,ſaved 
the perſons moſt eſteemed by you in the world! 
We all looked at each other, with a glow of 
pleaſure, and each glance confeſſed the joy of 
our hearts. The cloth withdrawn, we began, 
mutually, to congratulate one another upon this 
fortunate interview, and our eſteem of our hoſt 
was ſo great, that we made no myſtery of our 
former acquaintance ; the elder lady, ſlackening 
ſo much of her auſterity as to ſay, plainly, that 
if any thing could more endear life to them, it 
was the hands 3 which they had receiv'd 
it, Theſe worthy ladies, upon our enquiry, 
anformed us, that after the unprecedented in- 
ſult they received from the marquis and his 
companion, as they had ſome reaſon not to 
make themſelves known, at preſent, in that part 
of the kingdom, they had abruptly retired to 


Jedburgb, to the houſe of an old friend, deter- 


mining the firſt and moſt ſecure opportunity to 
ſend for their goods, &c. from Trudge 's; that, 
from Jedburgb, they were invited to ſpend ſome 
time at Edinburgh, and were now croſſing in 
the paſſage-boat to pay a vifit to a noble lady 
near Anſtruther, who was a particular acquain- 
trance, and from whence they intended to caſe 

| farmer 
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farmer Trudge of his uncertainty about them. 
We, in our turn, painted the affliction we were 
under at their ſudden diſappearance, and the 
cauſe of it; related the ſcheme we had laid to 
make the duke and dutcheſs acquainted with the 
marquiſs's crime, and concluded with offering 
our ſervice and aſſiſtance to this amiable mother 
and her daughter, wherever they pleas'd to com- 
mand us; inſiſting, that we would. wait upon 
them to An/truther, and not leave them till 
we were certain of their being fixed in ſafety ; 
and lord George added, whatever ſecrets, madam, 
you may have, or whatever reaſons to conceal 
your names and characters, we will never at- 
tempt to pervade them; but ſuffer a pair of 
friends to rank you in the number of their dear- 
eſt acquaintance, and to hear now and then, 
wherever you are, of your ſafety. Alas! gen- 
tlemen, the mother replied, our preſervers and 
faviours may command any thing of us, from 
our firſt interview I was ſenſible of your merit, 
and I feel I ſhould be very unhappy if we ſhould 
ever forfeit your friendſhip. The young lady 
expreſſed, tacitly, by the moſt emphatical books, 
her ſenſible pleafure at what paſt, and, I declare, 
I never ſpent the hours more chearfully or ele- 
vatedly, than I did this happy afternoon. At 


five the next morning, we ſet out from my lord's 


for Anſtruther, and the lovely maid we had un- 
der our convoy beguiled the way by a thouſand 
pretty obſervations, and judicious reflections, 
which, at the ſame time, were proofs of her wit 
and her judgment. When we arrived at our deſ- 
tined ſtage, after being elegantly refreſhed and 
© DS enter- 
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entertained by the lady at whoſe houſe we left 
| our lovely charge, we were preparing to take 
= our leave, having obtained a liberty of correſ- 
| | ponding with them, and received a promiſe to 
| write to us in return. Our letters, with a par- 
A ticular mark, were to be directed for the gen- 
1 tleman at Jedburgh. Both of them ſeeming e- 
qually affected at our departure with ourſelves, 2 
deſired the favour of us to walk into an inner 
apartment, where, being beſought to repoſe our- 
ſelves, the mother addreſſed us in theſe words. 
Nothing, gentlemen, gives me more pain than 
the apprehenſion that you think us ungrateful 
for the great ſervices and honour you have done 
us: Far from it, my lord, we, perhaps, are 
more ſenſible of it, than the rules of decorum 
will permit one of us to expreſs ; my daughter, 
I mean, and therefore you will take what I am 
ſaying as directed from us both. I love you, 
as if you were allied to me, by the ſtrongeſt 
ties of nature, and. the noble and virtuous qua- 
lifications I perceive you poſſeſs, more and more 
endear you to me. My dear children—ſufter 
me to call you ſo—and here a tear ſtole gently 
down her cheek—you ſhall one day know who 
you have obliged—we are at preſent not very 
happy—but we cannot long continue ſo. Ac- * 
cept, my lord, continued ſhe, and don't refute | 
it, this ſmall token, which will preſerve in your 
remembrance perſons that adore and venerate | 
your perſon and your goodneſs ; and you, fir, 
turning to me, muſt not refuſe the like memen- 
to from a young lady, who has often mention'd 
you both with an affection equal to that of a 


ſiſter ; 
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fiſter: So ſaying, ſhe took my friend's hand, 


and put upon his finger a ring, which proclaim- 
eſ- ed the giver of a rank ſuperior to her preſent. 
to appearance; and her daughter, bluſhing like 
wa the opening roſe, drew from her pocket a pic- 
n- ture, the caſe of which, though of plain work- 
& | manſhip in gold, contained ſuch a treaſure, the 
es, # reſemblance of her dear ſelf, as was of more worth 
ler to me than would have been all the ſpoils of the 
= | Indian mines. I could not help ſeizing and kiſ- 
s. ſing her hand, with an animated tranſport, ſay- 
an ing, Ah! madam, this indeed is an invaluable 
ful preſent—which I ſhall ever wear neareſt my 
ne heart. Lord George made a moſt genteel re- 
re turn for his preſent, and we parted, after mu- 
im tual promiſes of remembrance and eſteem; nor 
, did a grateful tear, that trickled down the lovely 
un daughter's face, look either ungraceful, or fail 
us of having an effect upon me not to be deſcribed. 


cit Our diſcourſe, in our return to Kirkaldy, roll'd 
upon our late unexpected interview, and we 
were full of the praiſes of this worthy mother 
and beauteous daughter, and formed a hundre 
fancies in our minds of who and what they 
were, and the myſterious concealments they la- 
boured under. During all the diſcourſe, I could 
not perceive that lord George was in the leaſt 
diſturbed at the difference in our preſents, or 
ſeemed touched with more than a common eſ- 
teem for the young lady, which gave me the 
utmoſt joy and ſatisfaction ; for already my buſy _ 
tancy was roving into future ſcenes of bliſs and 
enjoyment, and, youth as I was, I began to 
lay to myſelf—Alas! I love! We ſoon after 
1 B 6 our 


12 Tut ADVENTURES or 
our return took leave of my lord, and repaired 
to Edinburgh, where already the fame of our 
late exploit had been publiſhed, and our praiſes 
were laviſhly dealt forth at every table and cof- 
fee-houſe; ſo that, if we poſſeſſed the eſteem 
of the town before, we now were perfectly a- 
dored by all ranks of people. Honeſt Sinclair, 
indeed, which we took very well of him, made 
bold to blame our raſhneſs, and told us he ſhould 
have been perpetually under the duke's diſplea- 
ſure, if we had come to any aceident. And, 
indeed, we could not but acknowledge that we 
had done amiſs, and that our fucceſs could hard - 

ly juſtify us. | 
Lord George, and myſelf, were one evening ſoon 
after pretty late at Leith, without our attendants, 
where we had been to viſit a gentleman that 
lodged in the citadel ; and it being a clear ſtar- 
light night, we determined to walk to Edin- 
burgh, and refuſed a carriage which we were of- 
fered. We entertained ourſelves in various diſ- 
courſe, during this little tour, tn which we met 
with no interruption, till we came to the end 
of Leith-Wind, when. we perceived three or four 
fellows advancing towards us, whom, by their 
freedom in curſing and ſwearing, we imagined 
were of that villainous ſort, by which the city, 
at this time, was pretty much infeſted. We 
then began to repent our leaving our ſervants 
behind us, and to'cenſure our youthful temerity. 
We were no ſooner abreaſt of them, than two, 
for there were four in company, ſeized rudely 
on lord George, and one of them, crying, D'em 
your faul mon, deliver your money] attempted - 
take 
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JAMES RAM BLE, E. 13 
take hold of the hilt of his ſword, which he 
prevented, by drawing immediately with the 
hand that was diſengaged, and, making a paſs 
at him, ran him through the thoulder, at which 
he roared as loud as a bull. Whilſt this was 
in agitation, I was beſet with the other two; 
but having taken the precaution to draw before 
they cloſed with us, I had kept them at fword's 
length, by ſetting my back againſt a ſtone wall, 
and had juſt run one of them through the body 
when I perceived a fifth, and then a ſixth man 


join thoſe who were at work with my friend. 


'This redoubled my fury, and attacking my re- 
maining enemy with added force, I ſoon ſent 
him to meaſure his length by his companion, 
with a dreadful groan. The danger lord George 
was in, for he was now upon the ground and 
difarmed, nerved me with ſo much ſtrength, 
that, when the two freſh villains attacked me, 
I received them ſo dextrouſly and warmly, that 
I ſoon made them fly, and advancing to the ter- 
rible ſcene, run his remaining aſſailant into the 
heart, juſt as he had ſhorten'd my friend's ſword 
to put an end to his life. The dear youth lay 
ſtretched out, and groaned in ſuch a manner, 
that I feared I had loſt him for ever; but 1 had 
no time to indulge any other paſſions but fury 
and revenge ; for the two that run away were 
upon me in ten minutes after their flight, with 
three more at their heels, who attacked me 


with the rage of devils, belching out the moſt 


horrid oaths and execrations: By this time, 
the claſhing of ſwords, and the groans of the 
wounded and dying, had alarmed ſome 22 

| _ diſtant 
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diſtant neighbours, and a woman, bolder than 
the reſt, advanced ſo near with a candle, as to 
diſtinguiſh me, and the odds I was engaged 
with; and, hard ſet as I was, I heard her ſay, 
Oh! the poor gentleman! But ſhe ſoon diſap- 
peared with her light, and left me quite hope- 
leſs of any relief, wounded in two or three 
Places, and ſcarce able to weild my ſword. 
However, in leſs than ſix minutes I perceived 
the light, at a diſtance, approaching again, which 
I had no ſooner beheld, than, my ſpirits being 
quite ſpent and exhauſted, I yielded to the for- 
cible ſtroke of one of my adverſaries, and fell 
proſtrate upon the body of my friend, without 
ſenſe or motion. When my ſenſes returned, I 
found myſelf, to my great ſurprize, in my own 
bed, with a genteel woman by me, of whom 
I fondly enquired for my friend. Sir, ſhe re- 
plied, don't ſpeak too much, my lord is likely 
to do well. I was charmed to hear this, for 
I now recollected all the affair, and wondered 
at the miracle of our preſervation ; and revolv- 
ing over the myſtery, kept me in ſilence mare 
than the injunctions of my attendant : Some 
time after, the ſurgeon, as I found he was, en- 
tered the room, and aſked me how 1 was. I 
ſaid, I muſt aſk you that, fir, for I find myſelf 
quite reſtored to my ſenſes, but cannot turn my- 
ſelf in my bed; tell me, fir, if my caſe is deſ- 
perate, that I may fend word to a father and 
mother, who would be glad to fee me before [ 
Icave the world. Thank God, fir, he replied, 
you have no wounds that are dangerous, but 

you have received ſeveral dreadful contuſions, 
| l and 
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JAMES RAMBLE, Ef, 15 
and the Fibula of your right leg is broke. But, 
dear fir, I replied, let me ask you, and deſire 
you'd ſincerely anſwer me, how does my dear 
ſriend, lord George, do? for life will be worth 
nothing to me if he dies. Sir, returns he, make 
yourſelf eaſy ; he has many wounds, but only 
one that carries the face of much danger, and 
he is ſenſible enough to make the ſame enquiries 
after you. We have only this to adviſe you 
both, take as much reſt as poſſible - talk little 
and keep your minds as calm as you can, and 
you will both get over it. By obſerving the 


little time able to get up, and go into my friend's 
apartment, where, the firſt time he faw me, he 
flew into ſuch an extacy, if I may ſay ſo, of 
gratitude, that he had well nigh opened ſome 
of his wounds afreſh: We embraced with an 
inexpreſſible joy, being ſtill dearer to each other 
by every new danger or difficulty we. encoun- 
tered. Poor Sinclair had been in à fad taking 
upon this accident, and was obliged to diſpatch 
an expreſs to Ware-hull with an account of it, 
which brought the duke over to Edinburgh, who 


A 


phyſician's and ſurgeon's directions, I was in a 


ſtaid till we were ſo well as to fit up, beſtowing 


abundance of careſſes upon us both; and being 
ſo ſoon recovered, the impatience of the dutch- 
cſs to ſee us was over-ruled, as was that of my 
father and mother, who were equally alarm'd, till 
our return. His grace read us a proper lecture 
upon youthful raſhneſs and preſumption. The 
whole city were ſurpriz'd at this audacious attack, 
and every one expreſſed their ſorrow at our diſ- 
aſter; and we had continually at our door meſ- 
ſengers, 
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ſengers, from all quarters, enquiring after our 
health. And now it is time to relate the man- 
ner of our deliverance; by which may be ſeen, 
that kind and good-natured actions generally 


reward themſelves. The aforeſaid woman, who 


I had juſt ſcen a ſecond time with thelight, and © 


whom my aſſailants had not regarded, alarmed 
her huſband, and two of his comrades, who 
were of the regiment quartered in the Cannon - 
Care, who haſtened to the ſpot with their arms, 
and arrived juſt as the wretches were rifling 
us, and time enough to prevent our being plun- 
dered ; fo that we loſt nothing at all, and even 
our ſwords were ſafely brought to us. After 
| ſome reliftance, they took all the villains pri- 
ſoners, who were deſperately wounded, and 
who received their juſt deſerts, in the Graſs- 
market, before we were recovered: Of thoſe 
that were found upon the ground, only one 
came to himſelf, who ſhared the fame fate ſoon 
after, to the great joy of all the neighbourhood, 
they being a moſt deſperate gang of thieves and 
deſperadoes. Before we departed for Ware: hall, 
we ſent for the woman, and the men, who had 
thus ſaved our lives, and been inſtrumental in 
the puniſhment of this infernal crew: When 
they entered our apartment, with a profound 
reverence, we returned them our acknowledg- 
ments, in a proper manner, and gave them ten 
guineas each; which, with what they had be- 
fore received from the duke, made it no bad 
job to them. Before they withdrew, one of 
them ſaid, Pray, gentlemen, parton me for 
ſaying, that you, in ſome meaſure, owe your 
ſafety 


x. 1 
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Hafety to your own goodneſs; this woman, who 
is my wife, once received liberty and pardon 
from your hands, and knew the face of that 
Igentleman, pointing to me, the minute ſhe ſet 
her eyes on him, though by candlelight ; and, 
remembring her obligations, alarmed us to your 
aſſiſtance, which we readily lent, from the 
conſideration of former favours and genero- 
ſity— Vou ſeem ſurprized, gentlemen—but I 
am greatly miſtaken, if you did not once hinder 
me and that man from fleaing a countryman to 
pieces, and breaking that woman's back, who 
has, ſince that, behaved unexceptionably. Never 
could we have imagin'd ſuch an incident—theſe 
proved, indeed, to be the honeſt ſoldiers, from 
whoſe hands we redeemed Tim Blackerby, and 
whom now we perfectly remembered; and well 
it was the poor woman remembered me, other- 
wiſe ſhe, perhaps, would not have taken ſo 
much pains, or the men either, and run into 
ſuch danger for us. We kept them ſome hours 
with us, and were ſo pleaſed with them, that 
we ſpoke to their captain, with whom we had 
an intimacy, and ſome other officers of the re- 
giment, who gave them halberts for their brave- 
ry. Thus, having performed what gratitude re- 
quired, and taken leave of all our friends, we 
left Edinburgh, with ſome reluctance to quit our 
rar acquired amities, and ſet out for Wares 
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Me meet a flrange mortal — His harangue— We 
arrive at Kelſo— Wait upon Miſs Eſther 
Poundage— Her behaviour Are overtaken, 
and by whom— Arrive at Jedburgh— Our 
new companion's diſaſter p e arrive at Ware- 
hall— Our reception Me viſit my father and 
Mother. — Hear tidings of Harry Chaſe, and 
Mr Goodman. 


E Had got about twelve Miles from E- 
dinburgh, when, at ſome diſtance be- 

fore us, we perceived as odd a figure as ever ex- 
Cited rifibility; it was a man, mounted upon 
a pye-balled horſe, whoſe appearance exactly 


ſuited the deſcription of the famous Rozinante, 


ſo renowned in the dele Table hiſtory of the 
valorous Don Quixote; the hollow of his back 
was filled up by his rider, and a large box, well 

corded behind him, upon which was braced | 


the protecting cover of a blue great coat, and 


on the crupper lay the load of an huge port- 
manteau. The rider had a taudry gold laced 
coat, though the gilding and the knap, had 
long deſerted the threads, every one of which 
might have been exactly counted, upon even 
diſtant inſpection; a piſs-burnt Ramilie wig. 
was covered with a laced hat, as large as that 
of antient Piſtol, and very plainly boaſted the 
ſame date with the reſt of its aſſociate apparel ; 
a dreadful pair of whiſkers adorned the weather- 
beaten viſage of this ſpectacle; and, to —_ 
| | ill 


1 
_ 
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ſill more terror in his appearance, a long 
braſs- mounted Taledo depended from a greaſy 
buff belt, braced over his coat, the point of 


= s which trailed upon the ground; add to 
5 this, a pair of jack- boots, that vied with the 
* magnitude of thoſe of the celebrated Hudibraſs; 
oy and you may ſwear we could not refrain from. 
17 laughter, when, with a grave nod, and in an 


hoarſe obſtreperous tone of voice, we were 
challenged as to the time of the day, and whe- 
ther we were bound, and an inclination ſigni- 
fied that our company would be acceptable, if 
we were travelling toward Kelſo, Our eyes 
were ſo employed about this oddity, that for 
ſometime he receiv'd no anſwer; but, at length, 
lord George told him we ſhould be glad of his 
company, and jocularly added, that he ſhould 
firſt be pleas'd to know the profeſſion of his com- 
panion. To this he anſwered, without bluſh 
or heſitation, I am ſo communicative, -gentle- 
men, as to ſatisfy you in theſe particulars, by 
acquainting you, ** that I am a ſon ef Eſculapius, 
and that I have chaſed away every diſeaſe, in- 
ternal or external, from before me, - from the 
banks of the Spey to Edinburgh, and that I am 
going to impart the ſame ſanitive and curative -- 
benefits, from thence, to the ſource cf the 
Thames, that this country may partake of | my 
ſkill in common with the reſt of the globe, 
which I have viſited, from the riſing to the ſet- 
ting of the glorious luminary that gilds this vir 
ſible horizon, and from the frozen. caves of 
Lapland, to the remoteſt deſerts of Terra auſiralis 
incognita. In me, firs, you behold no little, 
| dirty, 
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dirty, mechanical philoſopher, no trifling ex- 
perimental phyſic-monger, no beggarly ſon of 
pharmacy; intenſe application, joined to a pro- 
found ſtudy, and an extenſive obſervation, have 
ſupplied me, from the blood of a roſy colour ex- 
tracted from the lion, and the gluten of the 
Eagle, with the genuine Paracelſian Tindtura 
Philoſophorum, that treaſure of the Egyptians, 
by which I have now lived one hundred and 
fifty years, and am as hearty and ſtrong as I 
was at twenty years of age, being ſure to poſ- 
feſs the ſame health, by the uſe of it, for ages, 
J have in my poſſeſſion father Dzmogorgor's 
Heart, ſo celebrated by the matchleſs Glauber 
and I have found out, with him, and his great 
maſter, that Corruption makes a good thing per- 
feet. J have conjured Chry/tals, and can ſhew in 
them, all things paſt, preſent, and to come. 
I am poſſeſſed of the ſecret of the Miraculum 
Mundi; Mercurius Philoſophorum, or Univerſal 
Menſtruum ; the Aurum Potabile, or medicine 
of life. I have kindled the Fire of Artephius, 
and from thence have fabricated the Lapis Phi- 
ho fophorum, that concentrate form of Sol, which 
Adam brought with him out of Paradiſe, and, 
after his death, took with him to his grave 
with which I can cure all the diſeaſes of man- 
kind, and tranſmute the moſt common metals 
into the fineſt gold. I am maſter of the Gas 
and Blas of the moon of the excellent adept 
Van Helmont, and of that formal or luminous Ens, 
which is the director of life and ſeed, and con- 
tains the Craſis and whole eſſence of man. 

| cure diſorders and wounds, by a — 
4 | trant- 
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tranſpoſition; or, by giving the vital urinary ſalt 
of ck perſon to any beaſt he makes choice 
of, can transfer his diſtemper as I pleaſe. Need 
1 ſay more, gentlemen ? Yes, I will acquaint 
you that I am the only adept in the divine and 
EX ſacred ſcience of Alchymy, now exiſting 5 and, 
if I pleaſe to lengthen my life, may ſtill ſee the 
X wonders of ſucceeding ages. I have been intreat- 
ed by great potentates to ſtay in their courts; 
but my regard to my fellow creatures, travels 
me from kingdom to kingdom, and from city 
to city, in the manner you behold. From my 
powerful charms the ſhivering ague ſkulks away, 
and the ſevereſt Paroxyſms of the Podriga, Go- 
nogra, and Sciatica, are alleviated by my Oleum 
Arthriticum: My Balfamum Vitæ is infallible 
in all internal hurts, or outward bruiſes; and 
my Univerſal Panacea is ſovereign in the moſt 
dreadful wounds, or excortations. I am verſed 
in the ſublime knowledge of the planetary bo- 
dies, their gradations, retrogradations, domal 
faculties, conjunctions, oppolitions, trines, quar- 
tiles, ſextiles, and every branch of the heavenly 
ſcience of A/trology, And thus I have given 
3 gentlemen, an idea of myſelf, which will, 

m ſure, recommend me to your favour. Thus 
the dog ran on, in this rigmerol cant, till he 
was almoſt out of breath, and 't was with the 
utmoſt difficulty that we could keep our coun+ 
tenances; but the ſimplicity of one of our ſer- 
vants, who, in a ſerious tone, cried, 4h! if 
my lord, and Mr Ramble, had ſeen him at Edin- 
burgh, how happy it would have been for them, 
ſo diſcompoſed our muſcles, that we could not 


refrain 


— ——— — — % 


and crying out, O the curſe of ignorance! left 
us behind him, by putting his beaſt upon a good 
round trot, When he was a ſufficient diſtance 
from us, we indulged ourſelves in the mirth this 

reat adept had excited in us, and could ſcarce 
rs ourſelves upon our ſaddles for laughing. 
We were neither of us, however, of a temper 
to give any countenance to ſuch a ſhark upon 
the public, and, therefore, ſuffered him quietly 
to purſue his rout, without endeavouring to o- 
vertake him, with his Lapis Philoſophorum, or 
his Fire of Artephius. We arrived at Kelſo in the 
evening, and his grace of Roxburgh not being 
there, we were at liberty to take up our quar- 
ters at an inn, which we liked better than the 


conſtraint of. paying ſuch a viſit, and the firſt 


thing we heard ,from the hoſt, was the fame of 
this aforeſaid doctor, the great feats that were 
expected from him,. and, in ſhort, that the 
magiſtrates had countenanced his erection of a 
ſtage on the morrow, to amuſe the crowd, and 
diſpenſe his noſtrums. | 

- As ſoon as the day appeared we aroſe, and, 
before the hurry of buſineſs came on, took a 


full ſurvey of the town; the neatneſs of which 


we could not help afreſh admiring, and had a- 
bundant proofs, that the inhabitants are as polite 


and kind to ſtrangers as thoſe of any other town W 


in 


great pet, he turned his horſe's head from us, 
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3 n Scotland. At breakfaſt-time we had dreſſed 
urſelves to pay a viſit to Miſs Efher Poundage, 


10, I aſſure my reader, had been fo much of 


the gentlewoman, as to ſend her compliments 
to us the minute ſhe heard, by common fame, 
Jof my lord's arrival in town, and an enquiry ” 
after our healths: We had promiſed my old 
friend to perform this ceremony, which hap- 
pened to be, at preſent, a ſuperior inducement 
to that of the enjoyment of the young lady's 


company, ſeeing we both already agreed, in our 
opinion, that ſhe was much too affected and 
coquettiſh, to engage a ſincere and tender friend- 
ſhip or eſteem: In our way we paſled by the 
roſtrum of our old friend the Aichymiſt, who 
was very earneſt in his lectures to the honeſt 


Borderers; who, in their turn, with a fixed at- 


tention, regarded every accent of his harangue, 
and, with ſtupid wonder and reverence, pur- 
chaſed his wonder-working remedies. Miſs 
Poundage received us in her bedchamber, after 
endeavouring to form an hundred excuſes for 
her diſhabille and ſituation, which had been oc- 
caſioned, ſhe languiſhingly ſaid, by a diſorder that 
ſeized her ſoon after our departure from Kelſo: 
"Theſe excuſes gave her an opportunity to diſ- 
play her ivory teeth, and her eloquence, and 
every now and then, by a heaving ſigh, to de- 
clare her illneſs; and as to her diſhabille, the 
moſt ſtudied dreſs could not have appeared more 
captivating, and gave the lie to all her at- 
tempts to convince us, it had not been contriv'd 
on purpoſe, at once to charm the eye and captivate 
the heart. In ſhort, we were diſguſted, to the 
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as to ſay ſeveral things before us that could not 4 
be well accounted for, upon the ſtrict maxim 


of reſerve and prudence, that ought ſo care- 
fully to be ſtudied by the fair ſex; and at our 


departure, when I ſaluted her, ſhe preſſed her 
lips to mine with ſuch ardor, and regarded me 


with ſuch a ſenſible glance, that lord George 
bantered me, the reſt of the day, with having 


made a conqueſt of the alluring beauty; but the 
lovely unknown we parted from at Anſtruther, 
had ſo taken poſſeſſion of my breaſt, that I al- 


ready begun to eſteem other females with an 
indifference that even bordered upon contempt; 
and ſo full of the idea of the charms of their 
correſpondence we both were, that we came to 
a reſolution to write to them before our arrival 
at Ware- ball, and to go out of our way, as far 


as Jedburgh, in order to leave our letters with 


the confident we were recommended to. In 


our letters we excuſed our not writing before, 


and rehearſed the ſtory of our unlucky diſaſter 
at Edinburgh, which had occaſioned us ſo long to 


3 
8 


delay the pleaſure of tranſmitting the ſenſe we 


had of their favours and friendſhip. After tak- 


ing leave of Miſs Poundage, in a ſecond viſit, 


we diſmiſſed Sinclair, and all the ſervants, with 
inſtructions to proceed directly to Ware: Hall, 
and then ſet forward for Jedburgh, within two 
or three miles of which, near a place called 
Ancrum, we were ſaluted again by the aforeſaid Oc- 
cult Philsſopher, who once more reſolved to puſh 
himſelf into our company, telling us, that ” 
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had heard at Kelſo who we were, and begged 


2 pardon for his former abrupt and rude behavi- 


our ; that he made no doubt that we had heard 
of his fame there, and that, he preſumed, we 
entertained more favourable ſentiments of a 
man, whoſe only pains and ſtudy were employ'd 
to benefit mankind. In ſhort, our quondam 
companion put on ſo placid and obliging an 
air, and had fo fallen from the inſolence and 
bombaſt of his firſt harangue, and talked ſo 
ſmoothly upon ſeveral topics, that we were 
mightily entertained with him ; and though we 
fill thought but meanly of his profeſſion and 
pretenſions, we could not help being civil to 
him, nor refuſe his putting up at the ſame inn 
with us at Fedburgh, nor even permitting him 
to ſup with us atour arrival, it being pretty late 
in the evening. After ſupper, the philoſopher, 
to our ſurprize, propoſed a game at cards, to 
paſs away the hours before bed time, which we 
did not refuſe, willing to ſee all the feats poſſi- 
ble of his dexterity; and we had ſoon reaſon © 
to imagine, that his Lapis philoſopharum, was 
the various arts of cutting, ſhuffling, .and dealing 
the cards, for, before we retired to reſt, he very 
genteelly had rooked us out of four guineas, 
and with fuch an agreeable effrontery, that we 
could not find in our hearts to ſhew any reſent- 
ment, though we plainly enough perceived he 
uſed the tricks of a common gameſter. 'The 
next morning we went betimes to the perſon 
who was to receive our letters, when we were 
perſuaded to ſtay breakfaſt, and were treated 
with a diſtinction and ceremony that made us 
Vor. II. 2 ima- 
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gine, though nothing of that ſort tranſpired, 
the ladies had ſent ſome warning of our coming, 
and buſineſs. At our return to the inn, from * 


whence we intended immediately to depart for 
Ware-hall, we were ſurprized at the ſight of a 
mob of people, who ſurrounded the doors with 
loud ſhouts of—they've got him! they ve got 


him !—let the dog be hanged, &c | But the myſ- 


tery, when we got into the inn yard, was ſoon 


explained, where we beheld our learned adept 


in the hands of a poſſe of conſtables, trembling 4 


and ſhaking from head to heel, and looking as 


woefully as a malefactor juſt going to his exit at 
the gallows. As to the meaning of all this, 


our hoſt, who had learned our quality by this 
time, ſoon let us into it; ſaying, with a pro- 
found reverence, gentlemen, you happened laſt : 
night to be in company with one of the moſt 


notorious ſharpers that ever peſtered this coun- 
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try—A fellow, who, under the diſguiſe of a 4 
phyſician, takes all opportunities to impoſe him- 
| ſelf upon travellers, in order to rob them by 3 
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loaded dice, and packed cards; but this is not 
all, for this knight of the induſtry having been 
admitted to the houſe of a lady at Dunbar, 


ſome weeks ſince, took an opportunity to con- 


vey ſome pieces of plate into his pocket, whilſt 4 
he had adminiſtred a certain eye-water, which 


was, miraculouſly, to cure her of a Gutta ſe- I 
rena; but which, indeed, ſerved to blind her, 


whilſt he robbed her apartment. He has been 1 
fought after, for ſome time, very diligently, and, 


at length, they have traced him to this town, 


from whence he is likely to take a turn in the 4 
gra ſs- 4 


JANE RAMBLE, Ef 27 
graſs- market at Edinburgh, notwithſtanding all 


= his great ſecrets and endowments. You have 
had a fine eſcape, gentlemen, I aſſure you. 
Ahl poor doctor, quoth lord George I'm ſorry 
that all his ſchemes to benefit mankind ſhould 
have ſo unfortunate an iſſue; but come, my 


friend, let us go in, and not become ſpectators 


of his ſhameful departure; let him be ever fo 


guilty a wretch, twould be inhuman in us to 
inſult, or contribute to his mortification. So 


9 | ſaying We entered the houſe, whilft the philo- 


ſopher was led away, amidſt the ſhouts of the 


| F rabble; and we reſolved, for the future, to be 
more wary in contracting new acquaintance. 


This adventure did not ſo retard our journey, 


3 but we got to Ware-hall by night, where we 


were received by the duke and dutcheſs with 
bleſſings and embraces, and even the marquis 
ſhewed a joy at our arrival Mr Poundage, 
Mrs Gentle, Mr Claffic, and all the family con- 
gratulated us, and a viſible ſatisfaction fat upon 
the faces of the whole houſehold at the fight 


of us, after ſo long an abſeice. Soon after- 
5 4 0 4 
wards, we did ourſelves the honour of a viſit to 


my father's, where he and my mother beſtow'd 
all the endearments upon us that can be ex- 
preſs'd ; and, I perceived, the dangers we had 
eſcaped, had rendered us ſtill more valuable to 
theſe beloved people. Fenkns alſo diſplayed his 


4 joy upon the occaſion, and all our ſurrounding 
Fncighbours, by ſome token or other, diſcover'd 
their delight at the preſent happineſs that reign'd 


in our family. Amongſt the reſt, the good 
ſquire Chaſe happening to pay a viſit to my 
">" father's 
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ed me, that he was well at the univerſity, and 
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not help breaking out into the following excla- F 


father's, at the ſame time, ſeemed tranſported 
at the ſight of us; and, in return to my en- 
quiries after my old companion, his ſon, inform- 


he hoped made a proper proficiency in his ftu- 
dies; but added, Ah! Mr Ramble, he has ben 


guilty of ſome extravagancies there, that ge 
wanted your example to reprehend him in. 
My old maſter Goodman, he ſaid, continued the i 


ſame, good, honeſt incumbent, and lived hap- 
pily with his ſon-in-law and daughter; and, 
added he, with a ſmile, I don't hear that Satan 
has given him any diſturbance this long while. 
When the *ſquire was gone, we ſatisfied my 
father and mother's curioſity as to the particu- 
lars of our adventure at Kirtalay; and lord 
George happening to withdraw, and recollect- 
ing what expreflions my father had dropped, 
when I acquainted him of my firſt interview ** 
with thoſe amiable ladies, “that I had been 
ſerviceable to two of the worthieſt ladies breath - 
ing,” I told him, theſe were the very perſons 
I ſaw then, and mentioned to him; upon which 
my father and mother both caſt up their hands 
and eyes, in a kind of aſtoniſhment, that wass 
ſtill more myſterious to me, and the latter could 
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mation Good God, will fortune ſtill perſecute 
them! The return of lord George prevented 
any thing further, and the converſation becom - 
ing general, I was obliged to diſſemble the a+ 
mazement theſe laſt expreſſions had thrown me 
into. We ſtaid no leſs than three days, ang 
as many nights, in this happy ſolitude with my 
ba- 7 
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ed parents; and before we retu rned to Ware. hall, 
n- my father and mother took an occaſion to call 
n. ie into their chamber, and forced me to take 


ad if N a purſe of guineas with me, telling me I had 
u- been too frugal of their former bounty to me, 
en not to be ſupplied with more, and that I ſhould 
he never want for any of my occaſions. 

in. | 

he = CHAP. XXXE 

p- 


id, 757 dale and dutcheſs, and their family, difturbed 


tan 3 ty certain reports and advices— Jenkins ſent 
lle. for to them, and adviſed with—Meſſengers diſ- 
my = patched ſeveral ways— The duke recerves two 
cus letter — one of them to me— Almoſt diſtracted 
ord gt the content. fall ill—Great care and ten- 
d- duerneſi of my noble friends I recover, and am 
ed, FF /omewhat compoſed. | 

ew 7 | 3 | 
een OR ſeveral weeks after this ſojourn at my 
\th- father's, all was harmony and happineſs 
ſons at Ware- hall, and even the marquiſs gave ſo 
nich many proofs of a good diſpoſition towards his 
nds brother and me, that we made no doubt of his 
was baving laid aſide all animoſity; and, therefore, 
ulld we frequently forced ourſelves to accompany 


bim and Ranger upon their parties of pleaſure 
and diverſion. But this bliſsful calm in our 
affairs had ſoon a period, and, at the ſame time, 
a ſtroke fell upon me, that I could never have 
foreſeen; the weight of which well nigh brought 
my life to its concluſion, and involved this no- 
ble family in the utmoſt anxicty and diſtreſs. 
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For ſeveral days I had obſerved, with great 
concern, that the duke was very penſive, and a 


profound melancholy had ſeized him, and the 


amiable dutchefs was frequently in tears, and 
ſeldom ſtirred from her apartment. Dearly as 
my friend and I loved them, no wonder that fo 
unuſual a ſcene gave us the utmoſt diſturbance; 


nor could” we for a long time divine the cauſe. 


Where the principals in a family are ſo greatly 
reverenced by all about them, as theſe were, it 


muſt be quite infectious, any chagrin or unea- 


tineſs they betray ; and therefore //are-hall was 
ſoon converted into ſorrow and ſadneſs, from 
gaiety, chearfulneſs, and content. The ſervants 
looked at each other with a ſtupid ſurprize, and 
anſwered each other with fighs. Atlength my 
friend was ſent for by his mother, and hadanaffair 
imparted to him which I was not long a ſtranger 
to. It was, in ſhort, this, that they received 
advice from a friend at court, that the govern- 
ment had been informed the dutcheſs's brother, 
the marquis of „ was ſomewhere in our 
county, and, it was imagined, the duke was 
privy to his concealment, and on this occaſion 
a number of meſſengers would be ſent from 
London to ſeize him; an order would be dif- 
patched to ſearch Ware hall and its environs, 


and if any traces of him were diſcovered, the 
duke would be taken, it was not doubted, into 


cuſtody. This unfortunate nobleman had for 
many years concealed himfelf, even from his 
brother and ſiſter, and it was more the thoughts 
of his unkindneſs that fo. troubled the duke and 
dutcheſs, and the apptehenſions of his _—_ 

than 
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than any hazard they might run themſelves, or 


IEF the diſgrace they might fall into from the ſuſ- 


picions of the miniſtry, as they were ſenſible 
nothing could be proved againſt them, that 


could redound to their detriment or diſcredit. 


As ſoon as theſe advices arrived, I was ordered 
to my father's, to deſire Zenkins to come over 
to are: hall; where, after he arrived, he was 
near three hours in conſultation with the duke 
and dutcheſs, and I could perceive, when he 
took horſe to return home, that he had been 
weeping ; and he ſhewed a viſible diſturbance 
in his countenance, when he took leave of me 
and lord George. As my friend and I had con- 
tracted a great affection for this worthy man, 
and he behaved to him, as well as me, with a 
generous and open intimacy and freedom, we 
took the liberty to ask him the meaning of his 
being ſent for; to this interrogatory he only 
anſwered, alternately claſping us in his arms— 
my dear lord | —my excellent young maſter ! 
Il am not at liberty yet to tell you—'tis ſome- 
what that gives me great diſturbance —and, 
added he, the tears ſtanding in his eyes —you 
will one time hear from whence all this pro- 
ceeds. May the almighty ruler of the univerſe, 
he continued, with a majeſtic and ſolemn look, 
which I ſhall never forget, protect and preſerve 
you both, and may I live to ſee the bleſſed ef- 
fects of a friendſhip, that will fill, I hope, be 
more ſtrongly cemented than it ever was —A- 
dieu, dear gentlemen ! now and then beſtow a 
thought upon your faithful Zenkins! So ſaying, 
wich a reverence of his head, he clapped ſpurs 
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to his horſe, and was out of ſight before we 
recovered from the amazement his behaviour * 

had thrown us into. Lord George firſt broke 

filence, with this exclamation —Worthy crea- 

ture! when I reflect upon what I have heard 

„ of your fidelity to my unfortunate uncle, I am 
i the leſs ſurprized at your taciturnity f My 
dear Remble, continued he, we have not taken 
ſufficient notice of this good man —I am, as 
well as you, unacquainted with his original ; 
but can perceive he has a ſoul far ſuperior to a- 
ny condition, fortune ſeems yet to have thrown 
him into: For the future let us endeavour. to 
converſe with him more frequently, and more 
| upon a level, and make him amends for the 
1 ſervices he has performed to both our families. 
I" I, who had been from my infancy inſtructed. © 
it to love and reſpect Jenkins, and whoſe venera- 
1 tion, from many late inſtances, had been en- 
= creaſed for him, accorded with great ſatisfaction 
0 | to my friend's propoſal, and obſerved to him, 
0 that, in my ſiniſter opinion, there was not a 
\nn more deſerving man breathing; and, my lord, 
| I added, if he had not been derived from the 

1 better ſort of people, for I never yet aſked ei- 
it ther my parents or him about it, we may well 
if ſuppoſe your noble uncle would not have eſ- 
teemed him ſo much as he appears to have done, 
nor have put ſo much confidence in him, as to 
make him the companion of his exile 3 more- 
over, my lord, had you obſerved with me the 
exalted ſentiments he expreſſed (when his grace 
would, upon firſt diſcovering him at our houſe, 
have taken him to Fare-hall, and treated him 
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as a valued friend) in refuſing that honour, you 
3&5 would have been thoroughly confirmed in your 


ke 1 thoughts. Little and narrow ſouls, who never 
= WF diſtinguiſh or act rightly, from a conviction of 
1 1 the immutable beauty and propriety of gene- 


vroſity and virtue, which to the noble minded 


fy X rewards itſelf, are generally apt to catch with 
* eagerneſs at the favours that are offered them, 
en in return for their good offices, and graſp at 
x them with an avidity that immediately betrays 
Fg the principle they acted upon: Far otherwiſe 


with Jenkins, he choſe to wave all the recom- 
"XX pence he ſo well deſerved, to remain in ſolitude, 
and a kind of ſervitude with my father, his 
friend, and there to weep the diſaſtrous fartunes 


the of his maſter. Theſe, your lordſhip muſt ac- 
464 knowledge, are ſuch traits. of the complexion 


of his mind, as cannot deceive us, and we 
ſhall, I doubt not, be very happy in his future 


er converſe. | 
A We ſoon underſtood, by Mr Poundage, what 
t 8 Zenkins's buſineſs had been at Ware- hall, which 


was to ſatisfy the duke and dutcheſs, whether 
or no he knew any thing of the marquiſs's be- 
ing in the neighbouring parts; and, upon his 
proteſting his ignorance, he was ordered to de- 
ſire leave of my father to ride privily to every 
part of ours and the neighbouring counties, to 
try if he could diſcover his retreat, and to warn 
him of his danger; and many old ſervants of 
the family, that had known him, were diſpatch- 
ed divers ways upon the ſame; errand. This 
over, and nothing further being heard of the 
Leſigns of the court or miniſtry upon; the duke, 
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the family ſeemed to have recovered their wont- 
ed calm. 85 


J almoſt adored my patron and patroneſs, 
and their ſon, and my love was even paſſing tbe 


love of wamen; it may be believed then, that 


this return to their eaſe and peace of mind, gave 
me the moſt lively joy and ſatisfaction, which 
I exprefs'd ſo much by the vivacity and ſprightli- 
neſs of my looks and behaviour, and by con- 
triving, many little diverſions to amuſe the duke 


and dutcheſs, in their rural receſs, that they 
frequently took notice of it in a way fo endear- | 
ing and tender, as more than enough to recom- 
pence me for my aſſiduities; and the duke one 


day, folding me and my friend in his arms, 
cried out with eagerneſs, My dear children! 
I proteſt J don't know which of you I love 
beſt ! — Ramble, thou art as tenderly beloved 
by me as if thou wert my own fon, and, ad- 


ded the dutcheſs, who was preſent, we'll take i 
as much care of him as if he were really ſo. I 
kiſs'd his grace's hand, in a rapture of acknow- i 


ledgment, and flying to the dutcheſs, with an 
action that betokened more than words, I knelt 7 


and claſp'd her knees, and ſhow'd I deſired no 


other happineſs in life, than to be perpetually | AY 
in their preſence, ' and to enjoy the ſociety of 


my friend, whom, riſing, I tenderly embraced. 
Perhaps my air and manner had ſome advan- 
tages in my favour at this moment, and the un- 
premeditated honeſty and artleſſneſs of my ad- 
dreſs worked ſo much upon them, that after 
ſome moments pauſe of admiration, which gave 


me time to recollect myſelf, with a bluſh of 
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modeſt ſhame, her grace and her noble conſort, 


alternately, preſſed me to their boſoms, and be 


ſtowed careſſes upon me that convinced me I 


Was the happieſt creature breathing. 


From this time they treated me and my friend 
with an unreſerved confidence, and the duke 


XX detained us more frequently with him, and, in 


ſhort, made us ſo much his conſtant compani- 
ons, that we engroſſed him from all his uſual 
diverſions and avocations: Happy moments! 
For inſtructive wifdom dwelt upon his tongue, 
and fage experience had ripened his under- 
ſtanding ! | 

This ſituation was too felicitous for a being 
clothed with mortality ! My life had, hitherto, 
flowed with uninterrupted calm ; and, but the 
diſaſters of my friends, nothing had yet much 
diſturbed the native peace of my boſom. But, 
alas! I was ſoon to be convinced, by dire ex- 
perience, that pain and miſery, diſtreſs and an- 
guiſh, are the lot of every individual, and to 
prove that no happineſs is of long or conſtant 
duration below! | i $05 

A week had paſſed ſince the departure 
Jentins, and we had determined on the morrow 
to pay a viſit to my father, and make ourſelves 
happy for ſome days in the convezſation of per- 
ſons ſo dear to me; when the duke ſent for me 
to come to his cloſet, -with my friend, as he 
had ſomewhat to impart to us of conſequence. 


We were walking in the ſhade. of the wood 
when this meſſage was brought, and the unu- 
dual place to which we were directed to repair, 
and the particularity "OR terms in which it 


was 
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„ was conceived, raiſed ſome . ee in my 
x breaſt that made me uneaſy. The meſlage was 
x addrefled to me, and lord 3 mentioned only 
F as a ſecond perſon concerned ; fo that, I don't 
i know how, but I trembled every ſtep I went, 


bil | and my friend, though ſomewhat ſurpriz d him- 
bd ſelf, was forced to ſupport me, or I had fallen 
at the cloſet doqr before I entered. The duke 
obſerved our logs when we ſaluted him, and, 
divining the caufe, ſaid, What's the matter, my 
ſons, ſure the fellow I fent delivered a right 
meſſage? I fent for you in no diſpleaſure |! 
Come fit by me, Mr Ramble, When, accord- 
| ing to his commands, we had repoſed ourſelves, 
1 he addreſſed himſelf to us in the mildeſt terms 
1 imaginable, expatiated upon the myſterious con- 
| duct of providence in producing events, and at 
N the ſame time our duty to acquieſce, without re- 
paining at its diſpenſations; he argued that the 
different behaviour under misfortunes and ca- 
lamities, conſtituted a very eſſential difference 
in man, and gave the diſtinctions between ele- 
vated and vulgar ſouls. After a great deal in 
the fame ſtrain, he put us in mind of the ills ge 
had ſuffered himfelf in life, and thoſe of his 
own family, and that of the dutcheſs, and in- 
ſtanced the contrary refolution he had ſhewn ? 
under ſo many complicated misfortunes, ane 
concluded thus: Now my dear Ramble —my 
ſon —for you are as dear to me, and ever will 
be, as either of them; ſummon all your forti- 
tude to peruſe theſe letters, one of which you 
muſt return- me again; though I ſhall need no 
monitor to induce my remembrance of the con- 
, tents. 
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ents. The other is to yourſelf. George! you 
vill aſſiſt your friend to compoſe himſelf, I 
leave you together, and, I hope, you will uſe 
vour endeavours for that ſalutary purpoſe! One 
thing more, my dear boy, folding me in his 
arms, believe me to be your friend and father 
that I ever will be ſo—that I love your per- 
ſon and your merit, and that it ſhall be the 
ſtudy of my life to obey the directions of the 
T7 writer of thoſe letters, whom I once more hope 
to ſee again, eaſy and happy. So ſaying he left 

"XX us, whilſt I held the letters with a tremblin 
hand, fearful to open them, though I yet — 
not divine my misfortune: But from what quar- 
ter the blow came was ſoon reſolved; and, as 
ſoon as I had caſt my eyes on the ſuperſcription 
of one of them, perceiving it to be my father's 
hand, I dropped them, and fell back in a very 
trance of apprehenſive ſorrow, exclaiming, 
What! what! has happened! whilſt the tears 
ran plentifully from my eyes. My friend, tak- 
ing up the letters, and at the ſame time tenderly 
embracing me, took notice, that by the manner 
of the duke's diſcourſe, it could be nothing but 
XX what time might remedy. Oh! my lord, I re- 
X plied, my mother! —my dear mother! —is — 
dead. This was the firſt thing that occurred 
to my mind ; and whilſt I ran on in lamentati- 
ons on this head, my friend opened the letter 
directed to his father, and, in a minute, cry'd 
out, Thank God! my dear Ramble, your mo- 
ther, that excellent woman, is well. This gave 
me a preſent.glimpſe of comfort; and, at length, 
his ſolicitudes and his reaſonings brought me ſo 
far 
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far to myſelf, that I was able to peruſe the let- 
ters, which were as follow, That to the duke. 


My Lord Duke, 


Af TER having received ſo many undeſerved 


favours at your hands, did I not know the 


great humanity of your ſoul, your love to your fel 
low creatures, and your conſtant joy and ſatisface 
tion in doing good, I ſhauld bluſh to trouble you 


with this epiſtle; but as it is diftated by misfor- ® 
tune, I know it needs no further apology for an 


introduction to your grace's peruſal, 


1 came into theſe parts at the cloſe of the year A 
1715, and brought ſuch-a fortune with me, as en- 24 
abled me to ſettle in my preſent farm with reputa- 


tion; nor need I mention, that I bave behaved in 


fuch a manner, during my reſidence, as to gain the 


reſpect of my friends, and neighbours of the vicini- - 
ty. ence I came, and my motives to leave a 
far 22 lation F life, I hope to live, per- 
ſonally, to acquaint you with. Your grace well 
knows we are not our own maſters in this world; 
providence diſpoſes of us as ſeems meet to it, and 
Ver its own wiſe ends and purpoſes, and few of us | 


but, at one time or other of our unthinking days, 


may ſay, 


Video meliora proboque, 
Deteriora ſequor. 


Since my becoming your grace g tenant, I have eu- 4% ö 
joy d uninterrupted — in my family; ans 
a 


heaven has bleſſed me wi 


even my fondęſt expectations. This ſon, your 1 ! 


race 
_— 
—_ 
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erace has taken into your family, and under your 
patronage; your generous goodneſs has out ſtripped 


Hour promiſes, and 1 fear not but he will return, 


3 y all the moſt lively gratitude, your kind qffices. 
"XX Somewhat has lately occurred to me, my lord 
IT duke, that makes it abſolutely neceſſary for me to 
RT quit theſe kingdoms ; nor could it be in the power 
3 F any one to reverſe this rigid ſentence J am forc d 
o paſs upon myſelf, of exile in a foreign clime, 
ar from my native ſkies, paternal ſeats ; but time 
may reſtore me to myſelf —to my country —to my 
"7 friends—and, permit me to ſay—to expreſs all the 
XX grateful ſenſe with which my boſom is replete of 
your great—your unmerited—though not unexpec- 
ted—generoſity. | 
The bearer will pay into the hands of your 
ghace's ſteward, the good Mr Poundage, 5o0!. 
and 48l. the firſt I beſeech your grace to receive 
for the uſe of my ſon, the latter clears my arrears 
of rent to this very day, as he can inform you. 
I know my ſon can want nothing whil/t under your 
grace's protection, and that of the worthy and 
excellent young nobleman lord George; but I could 
ot. fatisfy'my. fondneſs, did I not leave him this 
token of my affection, which may, however, be of 
ſome Jervice to him, if he ſhould never ſee again 
his unhappy parents. To your grace I recommend 
the dear, the amiable youth, and to whatever 7 4 
ture: plan of life your grace ſhall deſtine him; 
and have encloſed an open letter to him, which J 
beg your grace would ſee before he receives it. I 
have reaſons for not ſeeing him at my departure, 
and thoje, and every thing elſe that may appear 
= m»y/terious in my conduct, J bope, ere long, to clear 
up 
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up to your grace. May the almighty ſhower down 
his bleſſings upon you, and your noble family, for 
whom I ever had the moſt tender affection, even 
from my earlieſt years, and crown all your days 
with uninterrupted proſperity. I am, mylord duke, 
Dur grace's moſt obliged, 8 an 
Maſt aſfectionate, and dutiful ſervant, 
| J. RAMBLE. 
P. S. The worthy Jenkins has not returned 
 fince he went to execute your grace's commands, 


That to me. 


My veRY DEAR SoN, 


QENSIBLE, as am, that you can be under 
no doubt of the tender affettion our parents 
bear you, which has for many years been the mo- 
tive to alltheir actions, nor of their prudence and 
foreſight, which flows from a long experience of 
the world, and an encounter with numberleſs miſ= 
fortunes, which that very prudence has hitherto en- 
gaged them to conceal, (to prevent the morn of 
your days being embittered with regret and pain, 
which ſhould be clear and unclouded, to enabli yo 
the better to follow your Py in life, and to 
ennoble your mind with learning, with reaſon and 
reflection) you will, J am ſure, tate the ſtep" we 
are now to acquaint you with,” as the "reſult of 
thinking rightly; though, at preſent, you 'may not, 
nor is it proper you ſhould, be acquainted with their 
motives to it. Yes, my beloved ſon, before theſe 
tines reach your hands, we ſhall be row fo 
I rom 
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from you, perhaps not, though the reflection is 
dreadful, to ſee you for many enſuing years, nor 
to enjoy, otherwiſe than by contemplating over them, 
your merit and your numerous virtues, which glad 
our very fouls. 5 | : 

A penetration like yours muſt have perceived 
ſomewhat myſterious in the conduct of your parents 
from your earlieſt moments of reflexion, and I now 
acquaint you, that your birth is much ſuperior to 
what it appears to be; and thus much I inform 
you, that it may ſtimulate you the more to worthy 
and generous thoughts and actions, and inſpire you 
with ſtill a greater reſpect and complacency towards 
all you have any concern with ; not to fill you with 
empty haughtineſs and pride, which is a ſure mark 
of low deſcent, and want of underſtanding. But 

know I have no reaſon to caution you againſt any 
mean propenſities, or to ſpur you on to what it 


goed or praiſe-worthy. Thank God, you anfwer 
all my wiſhes, and I hope you will continue ſo to 
behave to your patrons, as that they need never 
bluſh at the countenance and protection they afford 
you. Be dutiful to their graces, and faithfully 
attendant upon your noble friend; and if my lord 
duke ſhould leave to your choice your erg ſcene of 


life, I would, for more reaſons than one, have 
you prefer the army to any other. O, my ſon, my 
heart melts within me, whilſt I am forced to bid 
you adieu — But it muſt be! — Remember all 
our py prin on and never deviate from the paths 
of religion and virtue; and I command you, by 
all the duty you owe to me and your excellent mo- 
ther, that you do not grieve, or hurt your health, 
by reflecting upon this painful ſeparation, Provi- 

dence 
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dence will once more reſtore you to our embraces, 
and I perceive @ dawn of future uninterrupted 
happineſs that awaits us. Deareſt, beſt beloved, 
eſteemed ſon, | | 
Your maſt affeftionate aud tender father, 


J. RAMBLE. 


P. S. My reſpectful love to your worthy friend, 


and that of your mother; and our ſincere compli- 
ments to my lord marquis, and Mr Poundage.— 
Once more, adieu. 


Adieu, I cry'd in a tranſport of ſorrow, adieu, 
my dear parents but you have made me the 
moſt miſerable wretch breathing! Why was 
I not thought worthy to bear you company in 
your misfortunes to endeavour to alleviate or 
ſhare your woes! Dear, cruel father! Muſt 
your ſon be a ſtranger to your too much loved 
preſence—to the well remembered endearments 
of the beſt of women! This, indeed, is a 
ſevere ſtroke !—a blow I ſhall never, never re- 
cover! Thus I was going on, all wild and 
frantic, whilſt my mind repreſented nothing 


but gloomy proſpects, and quite barred the en- 


trance of thoſe encouraging hopes that were 
given me at the concluſion of the letter; which 
again and again I bedewed with the ſincereſt 
tears I ever yet ſhed. My dear friend, catch- 
ing me in his arms, ſpoke the kindeſt words of 
comfort that he could deviſe, placed thoſe en- 
couraging hopes in the beſt point of view; and 
with his prayers, his ſympathetic tears, and his 
friendly endearments, gave a little truce to 5 
grie 
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grief that ſwelled my boſom, and reſtored me 
to ſome degree of calm. He would not permit 
me to retire without him, and ſpent the reſt of 
the day with me in my apartment, not ſuffer- 
ing any one to pervade the gloomy ſolitude 
that flattered my preſent condition, and excuſed 
my waiting upon the duke, who ſent his gen- 
tleman to deſire our company. The night ſuc- 
ceeding afforded me but too much opportunity 
to pore over, and ruminate upon my late miſ- 
fortune; by which my mind. was ſo agitated, 
that it had a baneful effect upon my „and 
I waked in the morning with all the ſymptoms 
of a violent fever upon me, and, before my 
friend was ſtirring, T became quite delirious, 
raving inceſſantly at the loſs I had ſuſtained, 
and calling in the tendereſt manner upon lord 
George to help me. This was the ſubject, I 
was afterwards informed, of my rambling, in- 
coherent fancy. My friend was almoſt diſtract- 
ed at my condition; and as ſoon as the duke 
and dutcheſs were informed of it, they came to 
ſee me, and ſent an expreſs te Edinburgh for 
their phyſician, who pronounced me, at his ar- 
rival, to be in a very dangerous way, eſpecially 
when he underſtood that my illneſs was cauſed 
by the perturbations of my mind. Mr Poun- 
dage, Mrs Gentle, and the whole family took 
on, as if the greateſt misfortune had happened 
to them, and by their melancholy and tears, 
ſhewed how much they loved' me. Even the 
marquis came to ſee me, and expreſſed a great 
concern at my danger. But how ſhall I ex- 
preſs the cares, the earneſt ſolicitudes, —_— 
ardent 
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ardent affection ſhewn me by my dear friend! 
He was all frantic and wild with grief, at the 
ſight of- my danger, and difplayed his love by 
ſo conſtant an attendance upon me, day and 
night, that at length his own health was endan- 
gered, and they were obliged to force him from 
me, and confine him to his chamber, where 
he ſoon was ſeized with a diſorder, violent as 
that I laboured under myſelf. The duke and 
dutcheſs never quitted us, and the latter, even 
with tears, hung over us, and was filled with the 
moſt lively diſtreſs and ſorrow at the mournful 
ſcene. Kind providence, however, bleſſed the 
endeavours of our phyſicians and friends, and 
the ſtrength of our conſtitutions aſſiſting, our 
fevers abated, and a happy criſis pronounced us 
out of danger; my friend was admitted to viſit 
me; and my gratitude, and the idea of the pain 
I had given him and his noble parents, contri- 
buted as much as any thing to my final reco- 
very. Nor, indeed, was there any room to 
hold out longer againſt the reaſons and remon- 
ſtrances that were made me, againſt my indulg- 
ing ſo unreaſonable a ſorrow, contrary to the 
commands of my father, and to all the encou- 
raging hopes given me in his letter; and I 
waked as from a dream, perfectly reſtored to 
my health, and more compoſed in my mind. 


CHAP. 


_ 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


The dule's diſcourſe to me after my recquery.—— 
My reflections thereon, and upon the late inci- 
dent— His grace talks to me and lord George 
in privat. Gives us time to conſider of a pro- 
poſal— We embrace it — Alterations in the fa- 
mily conſequent thereupon. 


IN about a week after I left my apartment, 
at which the family made great rejoicings, 
the duke ſent for me into his cloſet, and biddin 

me fit down, and kindly taking me by the hand, 
ſaid, Well, my dear child, Iam glad to ſee you 
look ſo well, and I hope your recovery is com- 


-plete. I always thought I had ſome remem- 


brance of your worthy father, and was ſo prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with that opinion, that I converſed with 
him latterly, as you know, as an old acquain- 
tance, though my fear of diſobliging him hin- 
der'd my making enquiry into his circumſtances. 
Since the receipt of his letter, I have in vain 
puzzled myſelf to recollect where and when I 
have formerly known him ; but, from the time 
of his coming into theſe parts, I dare venture 
to affirm, he had been embarked in the ſame 
fatal cauſe with my unhappy brother-in-law. 
I pity his misfortunes, and [I love his perſon and 
his ſentiments, and hope he will no more pur- 
ſue an intereſt that muſt end in the ruin of all 
that ſupport it: By ſome diſcourſes that have 
paſſed between us, I know he is now of another 
way of thinking, You ſee; my dear, you are 
| not 
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not longer to conſider yourſelf as the ſon of a 
farmer, but as a gentleman of, I don't doubt, 
an illuſtrious family. Indeed I always thought 

ou ſo, before your father hinted it to me, and 
1 ſhall take all the care in my power to put you 
into a ſituation, that ſhall not degrade your fa- 
mily or your endowments. The government 
vill certainly ſlacken its rigour to the miſtaken 
ſubjects of its ſeverity, and I am not without 


hopes even of ſeeing my brother re-eſtabliſhed 


in his fortune, if not in his titles : . So that you 
have all the reaſon in the world to imagine, that 
that prudence which has made your father ſo 
happy in his late retreat, will conduct him alſo 
back again with honour and ſafety. He has 
left me, in you, a ſacred depoſit, which I ſhall 


preſerve and aſſiſt with the tenderneſs of a fa- 


ther ; and the money he has placed in my hands 


ſhall be ſecured for your uſe, with the increaſing 
intereſt, for as long as I live you ſhall have no 


occaſion to break in upon it. Here, my dear, 
is a bond for it, ſubject to an intereſt of ſix per 
cent. which in a few years will add ſomewhat 


to the principal. I ſhall ſoon talk to you and 


your friend of ſome matters in which you both 
bear a ſhare, and, mean time, I deſire, nay I 
command you, as you honour your parents, as 
you love me and the dutcheſs, that you will 
indulge no more grief or melancholy ; but put 
on, heartily, your uſual chearfulneſs and viva- 
city. I have ordered Poundage to ſupply all 
your occaſions, and pray let not a falſe modeſty 
deprive you of the uſe of my fortune, which 
ſhall all be ready to do you any ſervice. * 
- WI 
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will tell you the allowance I afford him ; the 
ſame I deſtine for you; and, Pm ſure, I ſhall 
never repent my generoſity to either of you. 
So ſaying, he was riſing to depart, but I flung 
myſelf upon my knees before him, crying, Oh 
my father, my dear lord ! your goodneſs over- 
wers me—l don't—I never ſhall deſerve ſo 
much diſtinction. I was going on, whilſt he 
held out his hand to raife me, when her grace 
bolted ſuddenly into the apartment, and crying 
out—9So my lord duke! | have found you in a 
poſture that gives you new luſtre, .comforting, 
I ſuppoſe, this dear lad—Yes, I ſee it—it high- 
ly delights me ! . See the good ſoul, if you 
have not made him weep | Come, come, my 
Ramble, dry up your tears love you more 
and more for your affection to your parents, 
and will be pour mother till your other returns. 
Good God ! turning to the duke, ſhe conti- 
nued, was ever any one ſo like my poor bro- 
ther as heis! I diſcover it more and more eve 
hour! Madam, I returned, I ſhould be the 
moſt ungrateful wretch breathing, if the regard 


paid me by your graces did not penetrate me 


with the higheſt ſatisfaction—Pardon, madam, 
I beſcech you, the late trouble I have given you; 
I'll endeavour, for the future, to behave ſo as 


| to deferve all your invaluable favours. Much 


more I ſaid to the ſame effect, and the duke 
leaving us, ſhe laid her hand upon my ſhoulder, 


in a familiar manner, and carried me to her a- 


partment, where, ſending for lord George, ſhe 
made us ſpend the evening with her, and be- 
haved with ſo much pleaſantry, and ſo amiably, 

that 


loſt your parents, for a time, my worthy and 


exiſted in the humble capacity, in which * 
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that I thought the time wing'd faſter than uſual, 
and the hour of departure was with us too in- 
ſtantaneouſly. I told my friend, after we re- 
tired, all that had paſſed in the duke's cloſet; 
and his ſatisfaction was ſo great upon it, that 
he teſtified it by a thouſand looks; actions and 
expreſſions of tranſport, crying, Now, my dear 
Ramble, my more than brother ! as you have 


excellent friends, I ſhall have you all to myſelf; 
we'll be ſtill more united, if poſſible; have one 
will, one purſe, nay one ſoul. I reply'd to 
theſe engaging words, in a manner equal to my 
ſenſe of the happineſs I enjoy'd, and once more 
went to reſt with a heart free from pain and 
diſturbance. N + 
The next morning I roſe 12 early, leaving 
my friend in a fine ſleep, and ſallying out into ü 
the wood, that has been before deſcribed, took ⁵⁶ 
my father's letter from my pocket, and gave it 
a more temperate peruſal than I had yet been 
able to do; and though I could not refrain 
from weeping over every line, yet I ceaſed to 
conſider it in the gloomy light I had at firſt 
viewed it. Methought, bating the circumſtance | 
of the abſence of the dear authors of my being, 
and my uncertainty of the ills they might be 
expoſed to, there was nothing contained in it 
that could ſo much affect me with ſorrow. I } 
now recollected every incident that had occur- 
red from the time of the firſt dawn of my rea- 
ſon to the preſent, and was ſurprized that I 
ever believed my father or mother had always 
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I Lnzw them. I determined to wait, content- 
edly and patiently, for the explication of the 
many myſteries included in my letter, to leave 
the iflue to that providence on which I had been 
taught from my infancy to rely, and to turn 


all my thoughts to the further improvement of 
my mind, and the pleaſure and ſatisfaction of 


my noble friends. I muſt own, amidſt all this, 


my vanity a little exulted, at being aſſured 1 


was born of a race above the vulgar, and, by 


that, more upon an equality with my dear lord 
George; and a kind of pleaſing flattery inſinu- 


dated itſelf into my breaſt, that I ſhould thereby 


be rendered more agreeable to the amiable 
unknown at Anſ/truther, whoſe bewitching idea 
often darted into my mind. So natural it is to 
connect future happineſs with the preſent, and 
aſſociate our own joys with thoſe of perſons 
we love or eſteem. - The duke's late good- 
neſs, and the amiable behaviour of the dutcheſs, 
raiſed my ſoul to the pinnacle of felicity, and 
I vowed an eternal love and gratitude for their 
favours. In my way back into the houſe, I 
met the good old Poundage, who had not ſeen 
me fince the departure of my parents; and who, 
after ſympathizing and condoling with me in 
his way, ran out into encomiums upon their 
worth, and vowed and proteſted that he always 
believed J was a nobleman, iuſtead of a pea- 
ſant. God ſo— dear ſir he continued believe 
yourſelf the happieſt man breathing - you may 
have what money and when you will- Ged ſo 
—if you want more —you ſhall have all I have 
in the worid—l love thee, indeed I do That 
VoI. II. D good 
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ood gentleman— your father paid me to the 
Fat farthing— I'll take care of your 500l. for 
you—[1l warrant you. He recommended a 
neighbour of his to the farm—and he ſhall have 
. lock and block, if I was offered 1001. more 


for it by any one elſe. Whoever he recom- 


mended, will do in it I'm ſure. Come, come, 
my dear boy God fo, excuſe my familiarity— 
I'll phraſe myſelf better for the future The 


duke has great deſigns in yours and your friend's 


favour— Every body adores you here— and 
you'll be the admiration of the whole world— 
1 ſhall liye to ſee the day—Ay—ay, two ſuch 
excellent young men are ſeldom found— I'm 
ſure—You'll both be rich—I can ſee as far into 
a millſtone as another; but remember lord Ba- 
con's advice, “ ſeek not proud riches; but 
« ſuch as thou may'ſt get juſtly, uſe ſoberly, 
<« diſtribute chearfully, and leave contentedly. 


Vet have no abſtract or friarly contempt of 


« them.” I was in hopes to have ſeen thee 
an ornament to the bar; but—I find there are 
other things in the wind—Yes, yes, thou'lt be 


a great man. I loved old Poundage very well, E 


7 


or elſe I could not have refrained laughing at 


his quere harangue ; ſo I contented myſelf with 
thanking him for his kind wiſhes, and good opi- | 


nion of me, and hoped he would now be more my 


father than ever; a titlehe was very fond of uſing i 
to me. Father!—Aye, aye, the old gentleman * 
reply'd—you ſhall ſee--you ſhall ſee--the old man 
has not liv'd for nothing—lI have only one girl— * 

ou know _— Hetty - would to God—but | 


'll fay no more — I won't however I'll make a 


will, 
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will, that ſomebody ſhall have occaſion to re- 
member as well as ſhe. Ihen, catching me 
in his arms, he embraced me and we parted ; 
the old gentleman trotting to his office, full of 
the good-natur'd ſatisfaction that always accom- 
panies minds replete with complacency, and 
pleas'd with our fellow creatures. 3 

I found lord George dreſſing, and was forced 
to apologize for taking my morning tour with 
out waking him; but he reply'd, ſince you 
return ſo much yourſelf, and with ſuch peace 
and content upon your countenance, I'Il excuſe 
you without more words. Why, my lord, I 
have now, I anſwered, fully ruminated over 
all that has lately occurred, and, I think, have 
ſo compos'd my mind, that I ſhall give you no 
more diſturbance, but ſtudy to be, in every 
thing, perfectly agreeable to my friend. And 
I, on my part, he returned, will ſtrive to ſhew 
you how much dearer you are to me every 
paſling day. 0 

Two days afterwards the duke informed us, 
at ſupper, that he ſhould be glad if we'd come 
to him in his cloſet the next morning, where 
he ſhould impart ſomewhat to us relating to our 
future deſtination, and make us a propoſal, 
which he hoped would not be a diſagreeable 


F One to us. — 


We repaired there, full of expectation, at 
the time appointed, and found his grace em- 
ployed in looking over ſome papers, which, 
upon our entrance, he threw by, and ordering 
us to ſit down, after enquiring our healths, 
ſpoke in the following manner: | 
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6 have been thinking, gentlemen, for ſome- 


time, with no little anxiety, of ſome profeſſion, 


ſome art, or ſcience for you, to which you may 
have a biaſs, and by which you may become 
uſeful in the world. You are both now in 
your nineteenth year, both of much the ſame 
temper and diſpoſition, of the ſame proficiency 
in knowledge, and you would defire, I pre- 
ſume, to be perpetually together. Once I had 


a mind to ſend you both, with the marquis, 
to the univerſity, to complete your ſtudies ; 


but by the converſations I have had with you, 
I can't help thinking, as I deſign neither of you 


for gown-men, that it will be time thrown a- 


way. You both, belides the dead languages, 
and your mother tongue, are well verſed in 
the French and Italian; you have read the beſt 
authors in all theſe languages; you have a taſte 
of muſic and poetry, and no inconſiderable 
knowledge in mathematicks and philoſophy. 
This I not only ſpeak from my own obſervation, 
but from the information of Mr Claſſic, who 
I know is an excellent judge. More common 
polite accompliſhments, as dancing, and the 
uſe of the ſmall ſword, vou are not to ſeck in, 
You ſeem neither of you, therefore, unleſs you 
fancied the pulpit or the bar, to want any ad- 
vantage that you can receive from. our univer- 
ſities; the knowledge you will gain there, may 


as well be acquired by yourſclves : Perſons of I 


your rank are ſent to theſe ſeminaries, as much 
from faſhion as for any real benefit they can 
reap there. Few of them, I'm afraid, return 
mich i morgved. Or it improved in the ir under- 
ltandings, 


bw 
- 


to you, my lord 
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ſtandings, too often hurt in their morals. In- 
deed ſome young gentlemen, of which I fear 
I have an inſtance too near me, who are born 


to hereditary titles and eſtates, are often oblig'd 


to be ſent there, becauſe we cannot retain them 
to the regularity of a private tuition, and want 
ſome employment for them before they travel, 
or enter upon the buſineſs of life. You are 
neither of you likely to launch into the world 
without proper proviſion, as to the goods of 
fortune; but an idle, diſſipated life, can never 
ſuit a generous mind, which will always be 
preſſing forward to ſerve its country, and to be- 


nefit mankind. Mr Ramle, for fo I muſt yet 


call him, in his letter to me, entirely falls in 
with my ſentiments, in recommending the pro- 
feſſion of arms for his ſon, and I do the fame 
A mere ſoldier, a man, 
from his earlieſt years, brought up in the army, 
I agree, contracts a certain ſuperior unſociable- 
neſs and brutality, that is very diſagreeable; 
but when, after an improved education, a man 
takes to arms, he becomes ſtill more the fine 
gentleman, and his ſentiments of honour and 


humanity, and all his refined accompliſhments, 


receive an additional luſtre from his profeſſion, 


"Tis this profeſſion then I recommend to you 
—take ſome days to conſider of it—don't come 
to an haſty concluſion—left it ſhould produce 
a leiſurely repentance. If you agree with what 
I propoſe, I hope I have intercſt enough re- 
maining, to place you in a proper rank in the 
ſanie Corps; and, before I fend you out, I will 
provide maſters to inſtruc you in fortification 
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and gunnery, and ſuch other branches of the 
mathematics as are requiſite, and which I think 
it a ſcandal for any ſoldier to be defective in 
the knowledge of. Go, my dears, and debate 
within yourſelves about it, and let me know 
the reſult as ſoon as conveniently may be; if 
you do not approve of what I ſay-—be not 
ſparing in delivering your joint objections—if 
you don't like my propoſal, you are ſtill at 
your liberty to embrace any other purſuit, and 
I will have no complaiſance to my opinion, 
merely, ſhewn in your anſwer. Parents, I am 
of opinion, ſhould propoſe, but ſhould never 
force their childrens inclinations in affairs of ſo 


much conſequence to their future happineſs and. 


welfare. I obſerve, with abundance of delight, 
the ſolidity of both your judgments, which will 
direct you much better than any further inſtruc- 
tions I can give you. If then, you ſhould have 
occalion to repent your choice, I may confi- 
dently tell you in the words of Phedrus. 


Nemo laditur niſi a ſeipſo. 


At this concluſion, this excellent nobleman 
left the clofet, and, m-<thought, I diſcovered 
more grandeur and dignity in him, at the in- 
{tant, than ever I had obſcrved before. For 
ſome moments we lilently ſurvey'd each other 
At length I could refrain no longer, but broke 
out into theſe expreſſions, looking after him. 
Greatneſs and goodncſs, ſurcly, were never ſo 
cloſely united as in that excellent peer What 
condeſcenſion, what mildneſs in his manner; 
what mulic in his voice! Jo hear him is con- 

| viction 
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viction—Every thing he ſays muſt be right and 
agreeable to reaſon! Heaven preſerve his va- 
luable life ſor the bleſſing of mankind ! Ha! 
ha! returned lord George, with a laugh, why 
captain you have got into heroics already, be- 
fore you have made your firſt campaign—You 
come on well believe me; but let's depart this 
ſacred place, which I always had a veneration 
for as the retreat of wiſdom. So ſaying, arm 
in arm, we returned to our apartment, where 
we entered into a ſerious debate on his grace's 
propoſal, till dinner put an end to this our firſt 
conference. The marquis dined with us, at 
the duke's table; but we could perceive that 
he had not been at all acquainted with what 
had paſs'd, as a profound ſilence was kept by 
the duke and dutcheſs; but he withdrawing 
immediately after dinner, her grace ſaid mer- 
rily, Well youngſters, I hear that you may 
probably become brothers of the blade, and then 
we (hall have you, like Achilles and Patroclus, 
make a ſhining figure in future annals for friend- 
ſhip and bravery. So, ſo, my lady dutcheſs, 
the duke reply'd, my ſcheme has caught you at 
once; the ladies are always fond of ſcarlet. 
Ay, ay, ſir, ſhe returned, I muſt own they are 
the men for my money— I'm of honeſt Jahn 
Dryden's opinion, None but the brave deſerve 
the fair! More pleaſantry of this kind paſſed, 
in which we bore a part; and, perhaps, the 
dutcheſs's manner of talking upon the occaſion, 
had a very great ſhare in determining our re- 
ſolves to the point ſhe had an eye upon. 
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My friend and I, for three or four days af- 
terwards, canvaſſed the duke's-propoſal, and ſifted 
the conveniences and inconveniences of it tho- 
roughly; we had no manner of inclination to the 
ſtudy of divinity, and perhaps the many books 
of controverſy that curioſity had induced us to 


' Peruſe, had given us ſome averſion to that ſci- 


encc. As to the law, it was our utter deteſta- 
tion, and, beſides, incompatible with my friend's 
rank. Phyſick was totally out of the queſtion, 
Trade and commerce, which we had acquired 
ſome notion of the theory of, in our purſuit of 


the knowledge of hiſtory, and the political in- 


tereſts of the ſeveral ſtates of the world, did 
not, as to the practice, tally at all with our in- 
clination; ſo that, in ſhort, we came to a con- 
cluſion to inform his grace, that we were ready 
to be diſpoſed of in the army as he thought pro- 
per; with an earneſt requeſt, that we might 
have commiſſions in the ſame regiment; for 
the opportunity of being perpetually together, 
wherever our duty ſhould carry us, was one 
main inducement to our fondneſs for a military 
life. 

This concluſion once form'd, we began to 


exult, with all the vanity natural to youn 


minds, in the gaudy ideas of our future ſucceſs, 
and the ſhining figure we ſhould make at the 
head of our men; nothing now exerciſed us 
but the exploits of Alexander and Cæſar, of 
Marlborough, Eugene, and other heroes, ancient 
and modern, whoſe fame we already began to 
emulate. Storming the breach, mounting the 
parap<t, or conducting the ſally, were now our 
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vorite topics of diſcourſe ; and, in fine, when 
we waited upon his grace with our conſent, 
we gave it in ſo free, ſo hearty a way, that he 


Plainly perceived he had exactly hit our incli- 


nations in his propoſal. The dutcheſs was 
pleaſed, and. the marquis expreſſed his approba- 
tion, with an air of ſuperior contempt, very 
uſual to him—ſaying, as we heard afterwards, 
to Poundage— Aye, aye, his grace is in the 
right to ſend them to ſeek their fortunes— 
D—n me, I don't know any thing that younger 
brothers are fit for, but to be knock'd on the 
head; by which, indeed, they do their families 
ſome honour. 

We had no ſooner ſ:gnify'd our conſent to 
the duke, then he began to make an alteration 
in the family. Le Fevre was diſcharged from 
any further concern with lord George and me, 
and ordcred to attend only upon the marquils, 
who had notice given him to prepare for the u- 
niverſity in half a year. Mr Claſſic, whom 
we lov'd, was diſcharged, after receiving a very 
conſiderable preſent, over and above his arrears, 
and, by the duke's intereſt, got another noble 
pupil at Durham. When he parted with us it 
was very affectionately, and not without re- 
ceiving, alſo, marks of our generotity and 1e- 
gard to him. An old engineer, nam'd Sin- 
monds, was provided to inſtruct us in the niili- 
tary ſciences; and an experienced ſerjeant from 
the garriſon of Berwick, to teach us the manual 
exerciſe and evolutions of the foot, whilit an 
old quarter- maſter inſtructed us in the diſcipline 
of the horſe, We had alſo a riding maſter 
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provided for us, by whoſe lectures we ſoon 
rode the manag'd horſe with grace and expert- 
neſs. Simmonds not only taught us the theory 
of fortification and gunnery, and the doctrine 
of projectiles ; but the duke having provided 
a braſs cannon, he reduced his leſſons to prac- 
tice, and we foon became ſkilful gunners, and 
good markſmen; we alſo dug trenches, threw 
up banks and mounds, planned and raiſed re- 
gular fortifications of earth and ſand—made our 
approaches, min'd, countermin'd, and, in ſhort, 
l all the buſineſs of a regular ſiege. 
ean time we did not forget to perfect ourſelves 

in drawing, and to become expert geographers; 
and the pleaſure we took in our new ſtudies and 
exerciſes, baniſhing all other things from our 
minds, we in a very little ſpace became as ex- 
pert as our maſters, who, at their diſmiſſion, 
which was in leſs than five months, pronounc'd 
us better ſoldiers than moſt of the gentlemen in 
the army. The duke and dutcheſs frequently 
diverted themſelves with ſeeing us in our new 
employments, where, alternately, one com- 
manded, and the other went through his exer- 
ciſes; and the ſervants were fo taken with it, 
that if we had ſtaid much longer at Ware hall, 
we ſhould, I believe, have turned it into a for- 
treſs, and the inhabitants of it into a garriſon. 
The duke now told us he would write to his 
friends in the army, and by their advice and in- 
telligence, he hoped ſoon to be able to ſend 
us forth into his majeſty's ſervice with diſtine- 
tion ard advantage; and mean time ordered us 
to 
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to take all the pleaſure we could at Ware- ball, 
from whence we were ſo ſoon to remove. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


Me receive a letter return an anſwer—viſit the 
uuriter, whom we find in dreadful diftreſs— 
The account we receive of the occaſion of it 
our conjectures thereon.— An accidental diſcovery 
—Portunately overtake the Marquiſs and Ran- 
ger Their behaviour — Ranger and he di- 


feated, and deſperately waunded— We releaſe 
a lady. | "IT : 


| HAT remote and diſtant hopes, toys 
of the imagination, ſometimes become 

ſpurs to our actions, and ſtimulate. our minds 
to particular purſuits! My reader will no doubt 
ſmile when I acquaint him, that the life of a 
ſoldier had the more charms for me, as the idea 
of travelling from place to place was connected 
with it; and, as I imagined, in ſome of thoſe 
tours of duty that the ſituation of affairs in 
Europe might render ngceffary, I might pofli- 
bly encounter my father and mother, whom 1 
never thought of, but with a ſigh that proceed- 
ed from the bottom of my heart. This fancy, 
or whim, call it what yon will, took ſuch poſ- 
ſeſſion of me, that I even dreamed of it ſleep- 
ing, and waking, in reverie, was frequently run- 
rung over the various incidents of ſuch an un- 
expected, delightful meeting. Sometimes I re- 
preſented them in diſtreſs, in ſome remote fi- 
tuation, pictured myſelf and my friend raiſing 
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them from ſuch a condition, and felt all the joy 
and ſatisfaction of mind, that the reality of the 
ſcene would produce; and, my friend, to 
whom I imparted all that paſſed in my boſom, 
finding how it flattered my diſpoſition, was 
not wanting kindly to encourage ſuch hopes, 
and to ſtart freſh matter for them to work upon. 
Our days thus, for ſome time, flow'd with hap- 
pineſs, in the pleaſing journies we took about 


the country, in viſiting our friends, and in the 


ſweets of converſation with each other and 
the duke and dutcheſs, who now about to loſe 
us, ſtrove by every way in their power to make 
our ſhort ſojourn with them agreeable. We 
did not forget to call frequently at the gentle- 
man's at Jedburgh, to enquire after our fair cor- 
reſpondents, whom yet we had not heard of, 
in return to two or three letters we had wrote, 


which gave us a great deal of uneaſineſs; but 


at length a letter came, directed to lord George, 
and under cover to us both, containing the, 


Dr ar GENTLEMEN, 


77 you imagine want of gratitude for the various 
favours we have received from you, cauſed the 


ſilence we have ſo long obſerved, you will do us an 


injury, that nothing ſhall ever make us capable of 

provoting. Alas ! though we have been till at 

Anſtruther, I have been exerciſed with ana ſfliction, 

that had like to have completed all my misfortunes, 

and which, as I knew the generoſity and delicate 

bumanity of your ſentiments, I forbore ts acquaint 
| you 
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you V, leſt it ſhould give you pain: But nom ar 
have ſurmounted, through the goodneſs of, God, 
this dire evil, I will impart it to you, that you 
may have the pleaſure of rejoicing with me at the. 
happy cataſtrophe. Some weeks after you left us, 
my dear daughter was attack'd with an illneſs, 
that hung with baneful influence upon her ſpirits, 
and well nigh brought her to the brink of the grave.. 
The occaſion of it I take to have been the unpara- 
lelled cruelty of our deſtiny, which has long made. 
us fugitives and wanderers, and deprived us of the 
comfort and aſſiſtance of one of the beſt of huſbands. 
and fathers, whoſe fate we are ſtill uncertain f. 
Not to tire your patience, my charmer, thanks to 
the aſſiſtance of goed phyſicians, is at length reco-- 
vered, and in ſome meaſure reftored to that eaſe 
of mind ſhe had almoſt totally loft, and will in a 
few days, I hope, he able to bear the fatigue of a- 
Journey to Mr Trudge's, where we both expect 
to have the felicity of ſeeing you. Me have parti 
cipated, even with tears, in all your diſtreſſes and 
diſaſters, the idea of which, perhaps, made my, 
daughter worſe than ſhe would atherwiſe have been. 
Bleſſed be Heaven! that you were preſerved through 
all theſe dangers, of which you gave us ſuch an 
affecting picture, and that we ſhall once more be 
ſo happy as to ſee two young gentlemen, for whom 
we have entertained ſc tender a friendſhip. 

Adieu, dear Sirs; believe me to be your moſt: 
affettionate, obliged, and obedient ſervant, 


M, JOHNSON. 


We 
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We both received this letter with rapture in- 
expreſſible; and what added to the particular 
ſatisfaction it gave me, was the never to be 
forgotten words that fell from my dear friend 
upon the intereſting occaſion. Well, ſays this 
noble, generous youth, I am always reflecting 
upon the ſtrange and unexpected ſimilarity be- 
tween your circumſtances, and that of this 

oung lady, and now can't help thinking that 

eaven intends her, one day or other, to ſoften 
and enliven your future hours of life. I muſt 
own, my dear Ramble, I was ſmitten with 
her charms as much as you were; but 
when J conſidered your prior right to her, as 
having firſt ſeen her, and, by my own exam- 
ple, the flames ſhe muſt have kindled in your 
breaſt ; when I contemplated the mutual incli- 
nation your looks bettayed for each other ; the 


difference, the ſpeaking difference, between the 


preſents we received, and more than all, the 
diſturbance a rival would give a friend I fo dear- 
ly loved, I reſolved to ſtifle my unfortunate paſ- 
fon in its birth—which I have, by the aid of 
reaſon, effectually done, and now have only a 
Stoic friendſhip for the fair unknown. See, 
my Ramble, how your conditions agree ; ſhe 
mourns a parent, you alſo mourn the loſs of 
yours—Providence certainly intends you for each 
other, and let its will be done. The unexpec- 
tedneſs of this noble declaration, and the ſin- 
cere, delightful gratitude with which it inſpir'd 
me, deprived me of the immediate power of 
anſwering, but by the moſt warm and ſtrenuous 


embraces. At length I broke out into all that 


flow 
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flow of acknowledgment, that ſo refined a way 
of thinking deſerved, and manifeſted by theſe 
returns, how ſupremely happy he had made me. 
In this temper of mind, we returned an anſwer 
ſuitable to the contents of this reviving letter 
which after we had confided to the ſame hands 
from which we received the ladies, wereturn'd, 
more and more pleaſed and charmed with each 
other, to Ware- ball. 

Impatiently we waited for more than a week, 
in expectation of a meſſage from Trudge's of 
their arrival; and my ſervant had orders, in the 
interim, to call frequently there, as if without 
deſign, to ſee if he could bring us the welcome 
tidings. At length, one- morning about ten 
o'clock, a man, u; on enquiry, was ordered to 
our apartment, who, on light of us, manifeſted 
a very viſible ſurprize, which, at that time, 
we aſcribed to nothing but his being in an unu- 
ſual place of more grandeur than, perhaps, he 
had ever ſeen before, who delivered us a note 
from the ladies, that they were then at the 
farmer's, and ſhould continue there till the 
next day in the evening.» It was dated the 
day before we received it, and directed to lord 
George at Ware-hall, this made us curious to 
know why we had not received it according to 
the date; but as we imagined it a matter of 


no great importance, we were ſatisfied with the 
fellow's telling us that he received it from Mr 


Trudge, and came with it immediately. My 
ſervant I knew would call there as uſual before 
noon, from whom we ſhould hear more, and, 
therefore, giving the bearer a gratuity, we ſent 

| him 
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him. about his buſineſs : Mean time we got our- 
ſelves ready to repair to the joyous: interview, 
and had juſt got on horſeback, when Fack, my 


man, returned from his tour. He gave us to 


underſtand, that he had accidentally met Trudge 


as he was going to his houſe, and upon aſking 


him, the uſual queſtion, if the ladies were ar- 
rived, he ſaid, with more reſerve than uſual, 


that he belicved they were -I might go and ſee 


if I would. Before he could ſay more, Trudge 
ſet up a run and left him, and having no parti- 
cular orders to go to the houſe, he iaimediately 
followed him on a round trot, thinking, as he 
faid, his anſwer ſomewhat comical, as well as 
his manner of delivering it, in hopes of getting 
more from him; that ſeeing him enter a little 
hovel, he ſlackened his pace, and obſerving him 
come out of it, with the huſbandman he knew 
lived there, (and who was the ſame that brought 
us the note) ſomewhat whiſpered bim that all 
was not right; therefore diſmounting, he came 
round: upon them, and liitened to what they 
faid,. unobſerved, behind a copſe, at ſome little 
diſtance, having leſt his horſe, tor fear of diico- 
very, further off. That he overhcard Trudge 


bid the man carry a paper, which he gave him, 


to Ware, ball, and bd him make haſte, for if 
he did not, he ſhould be blowed, as he called 
it, for he was to have-delivercd it the day be- 
fore. This ſtill more convincing him that there 
was ſome myſtery, he retired to his horſe a- 
gain, ſtill unobſerved, and gallopped away to 
the houſe, where he found things in great con- 
fuſion; and that an elderly lady, knowing the 


| liv crys. 


3 td % Cannes os A RE OL 


© 5 & ==» 


2 
Q 4 


* 
7 


FAMES RAMBLE, Ei; 6g 
livery, and enquiring who he belonged to, de- 
fired him to return with all ſpeed to his maſters, 
and let them know ſhe wanted to ſpeak with 


| them immediately, He ſaid Trudge returned 


before he departed, and told the lady he had 
heard no tidings of what he went after, upon. 
which ſhe redoubled her lamentations, and he 
leſt her to inform us of all that had paſſed. We 
commended his diligence, and, wondering at 
what all this might mean, ſet forward full ſpeed, 
and in leſs than an hour and half alighted at 
Trudges door; and, without ſtopping to en- 
quire, ruſhed into the inner room or parlour, 
where, good God!] we ſaw the elder lady re- 
clined upon a couch, and weeping with all the 
tokens of the moſt wretched ſorrow. We had 
not time, or liberty, to make the uſual compli- 
ments, for the minute ſhe beheld us, riſing from 
the couch, ſhe cried out, Oh! gentlemen! dear 
gentlemen, I have loſt my daughter! Had a 
dagger transfixed our hearts, we had not been 
more ſenſible of its effects; and I, retreating 
ſome. paces, fell back into a chair, and conti- 
nued ſpeechleſs for ſome moments. Lord George, 
who preſerved his preſence of mind much more, 
begged her to explain herſelf, ſaying, Dear ma- 
dam, what is the meaning of all this ſure no 
injury has been offered you ſince your arrival, 
which we heard of not above two hours ago. 
Two hours! my lord, ſhe returned, all wild 
and frantic I ſent the letter immediately upon 
our arrival here, by Mr Trudge, who ſaid he 
delivered it ſoon after But, oh! this is no- 
thing My daughter was walking laſt night in 

that. 
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that ſhade yonder, and two horſemen, armed 
and maſqued, ſeized her before we could afford 
her that aſſiſtance her cries demanded, and bore 
the poor, dear, innocent away—Oh ! I ſhall ne- 
ver ſee an end of my misfortunes! Heavens, 

I cried, is it poſſible! O my friend, the mar- 
quiſs, and that devil, Ranger / This exclama- 
tion proceeded from me in my agony of diſtreſs 


—though I corrected myſelf immediately—by Þ 
faying—but I'm too haſty, perhaps I accuſe the 


innocent! Lord George enquired if any body 
ſaw theſe horſemen, and was anſwered by the 


lady that Trudge did; upon which I went to 


ſeek him, but he had diſappeared as ſoon as 
we arrived, and could not be found. Upon 
this we recollected what my ſervant had told 
us, and relating it to the lady, we all three con- 
cluded that he was a villain, and knew ſome- 
what of the whole affair. We were for mount- 
ing immediately in ſearch of her; but ſhe de- 
fired us not to leave her alone in that unfortu- 
nate houſe; and, therefore, lord George getting 
a pillion, we mounted her upon my ſervant's 
horſe, ordering him to go on foot to the hovel 
he mentioned, and by rewards, or threatenings, 
to get out of the huſbandman what he knew, 
or what Trudge had imparted to him, whilſt we 
rode over to Learmouth and left our charge ſafe, 
but overcome with the blackeſt melancholy, at 
a gentleman's houſe whom we were intimately 
acquainted with, and who promiſed to take care 
of his charge; and immediately ſet out from 
thence to follow our ſervant to the aforeſaid 
| hovel, When we had got to ſome diſtance, 
Come, 
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Come, my Ramble, ſays lord George, let us 
flacken our pace, and think ſeriouſly over what 
we have heard and ſeen, which to me appears 
all like a dream; there is nothing ſo likely as 
cool reflection to recover our loſs, and, here's 
my hand upon it, let the amiable creature be 
where ſhe will, I'll help you to return her to 
her mother, at the hazard of my life! I think 
we can't be long to ſeek after her, by what has 
occurred to me throughout this hurry and con- 
fuſed ſcene of things. In the firſt place, I muſt 
lay down this poſition, that Trudge is a villain, 
and has been bribed to betray the young lady 


| —ſecondly, that the huſbandman, your ack 


overheard him talk with, is privy to the affair 
—and thirdly, I ſuſpect that my brother and 
Ranger, as you hinted, are at the bottom of all 
this. You know they attacked her and her 
mother once before; perhaps have been ſeeking 
after them ever ſince—have bribed Trudge to 
give them notice of their arrival, and have com- 
mitted this rape for the moſt brutal purpoſes. 
I entirely entered into my friend's ſentiments, 


and trembled at the vile hands ſhe was fallen 


into; and the agony I was in at the apprehen- 
liens of her danger, made the ſweat roll off my 
face in big, round drops, tho' fury had ſtopped 
my utterance almoſt, and dried up the ſource 


of my tears. He went on—You may depend 
upon it they have been informed by Trudge 


now, if not before, of our attachment to the 
fair one, and conſequently will endeavour to con- 
ceal their barbarousand vile exploitfrom us, there- 


fore we muſt work by ſtratagem, andendeavour to 


get 


* 
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get ſome intelligence from Random hall, to 
which place of riot no doubt they have con- 
veyed her. By this time we had got up to 
the hovel, but found it quite deſerted, nor could 
we deſcry our ſervant Fack thereabout, which 
gave us freſh pain, and the more, as the ap- 
proaching night made our return to //are-hall 
neceflary, though the anguiſh of our minds 
N would permit us no repoſe. Fack was not re- 
| turned, to our freſh aſtoniſhment ; and, upon 
iff ſending a truſty fervant of lord George's to ſound 
il the marquiſs's valet, we learned that he had not 
| | been at /Yare-hall ſince the morning of the 
"x day before, nor that, during the intermediate 
1 time, he or Ranger had been at Random- hall; 
to which place having diſpatched the ſame ſer- 
vant, he informed us to the ſame effect, and 
that he was ſure no perſon but the ſervants were 
in the houſe. This gave freſh grounds for our 
ſorrow, as we were now totally uncertain, the 
marquiſs's haunts being unknown to us, which 
way-to bend our ſearch ; and thus we remain- 
ed, without undreſſing or going to bed, and | 
almoſt ſtupified with thinking and ſcheming, 
till next morning's dawn, and without hearing 
one word of 7ack's return, from whom, con- 
ſidering his late addreſs and diligence, we hop'd 
a great deal of aſſiſtance. Six o'clock came; 
and though the reviving beams. of the ſun en- 
livened all nature's productions, to us it afford- 
ed no ſuch chearng influence. Now I truly 
felt that I loved—by the agony I was under 
for my loſs—and whilſt I was harrowed and 
torn to death, with the apprehenſions of what 
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had or might happen to my raviſhed fair one ! 
To which thoughts, racks and tortures, as O/- 
myn ſays, are wafting air, are downy eaſe. 
Eight o'clock returned Zack to us, and with 
him ſome little comfort, if a confirmation of 
our ſuſpicions could be called fo. He had vi- 
ſited the hovel as we directed, but found the 
peaſant gone as well as Trudge ; and, we for- 
etting to give other orders, had walked on 
Meh to Learmouth, where he remounted his 
horſe, which we had left there, and again, 
moved by his defire to ſerve us more effectually, 
viſited Ta but could get no tale or tidings 
of that wretch from his ſervants, who had not 
ſeen him ſince our departure with the lady: 
From thence, in his return home, he croſſed 
the Till above Ford caſtle, and paſſing ſaunter- 
ingly through a village called Howburn, thought 
he heard a voice like Trudge's at the door of a 
little ale-houſe, and making up to it diſcovered 
the wretch, and accoſted him; upon which he 
immediately ran in, and came out again, fol- 
lowed by the marquis and Ranger, both armed 
with viſtols, who bid him ſtand off, and aſked 
him what buſineſs he* had there; the marquiſs 
adding, with an oath, that he might tell his 
brother that what Trudge had done was by his 
orders, and he would protect him; and, fur- 
thermore, that if he did not immediately leave 
the place he ſhould have his brains knock'd out. 
Being obliged: upon this to depart, he thought 
he could do us no better ſervice than to return 
immediately to Mare hall, and inform us of 
all that had paſſed. This was, indeed, a ſure 
| con- 
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confirmation of our ſuſpicions, and plunged 1 


us both into the utmoſt diſtreſs. I, for my 


part, conſidering the quality and family of one f 


of the raviſhers, was ſtruck dumb; but my 
friend reſuming himſelf, ſaid - Well, my right 
noble brother, you have then declared open war, 


not only with us, but againſt all honour, virtue 
and humanity—You are a diſgrace to your fa- 
mily—But we ſhould be as culpable as you, 
were we to ſuffer you to act thus with impu- 
nity No, by all that I hold ſacred, I'll releaſe 


the age, fair, or die in the attempt. We'll 


ſpare your 
in brother's blood but your vile aſſociate 
your Ranger — that difgrace to his family and 


fortune — who has led you into all your exceſſes, 


if he reſiſts, ſhall bleed Upon this, with an 


ife—we will not imbrue our hands 


* * * * 
7 


action that was ſufficient to make any one trem- 
ble, he clapped his hand to his ſword, and turn- 
ing to me, Come, my real brother, my friend | 


ma band more ſacred than nature's brittle ti 


let us immediately ſally forth, and for once turn 
knight errants, in defence of injured innocence 
and beauty. I ſignified modeſtly my acquieſ- 
cence; and then making enquiry, whilſt our 
horſes weregetting ready and we armed and pro- 
vided ourſelves with money, what ſervants the 
marquiſs had with him, we found his domeſ- 
tics were all at home, as well as Ranger's, which 
we learnt before; upon which we determined 
to go alſo alone—agreeing that, perhaps, we 


might put an end to the affair, without expo- 


ſing the marquis to any third perſon. So or- 
dering Jack to be ſilent, to refreſh himſelf with 
a little 
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a little fleep, and then to repair to Learmouth, 
to acquaint the old lady of all we had diſcover- 
ed, and to attend her commands till our return, 
we iſſued out with as much reſolution and 
courage, and backed by as good a cauſe as ever 
called forth heroes to toil! and battle. We ſoon 
reached Howburn, and repaired to the place to 
which ack had directed us, but found the birds 
flown, and ſuch a cautious ſilence in the people 
of the houſe, that we immediately conjectured 
money had been employed to bribe them to it. 
Upon which I obſerved to my friend, that thoſe 
that would be bribed to do or conceal wicked- 
neſs, as they had neither honour or fidelity, 
might as well be bribed on the other fide; and 
ſo we found it, for upon making pretty free 
with that all potent metal, gold, and.calling for 
plenty of liquor, we ſoon. opened the mouth 
of sur landlady, though her huſband continued 
refractory, and left the room, ſaying, the gen- 
ticmen, meaning the marquiſs and Ranger, were 
civil gentlemen, and he had nothing to do. with 
other people's affairs—rich, folks would do as 
they pleaſed. But his wife opened in. this deli- 
cate harangue ; Oh, dear, I'm. glad you're 
come after them —well-a-day—here wasa you 

woman— a very ſightly body truly—they ſaid 
ſhe was the wife of one of them but to be 
ſure ſhe took on ſtrangely, and cried enough to 
pierce a heart of ſtone—well—what wicked- 
neſs!—to be ſure ſome heireſs or other ſup- 
poſe you're her brothers or ſweethearts, per- 
haps— well they went away early this morning 
I heard a bird ſing— they were going to Ber- 

wick 


— 
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wic well to be ure they paid me ſor what 


they had no miſchief was done here, I affure 
you—no—no—ſhe would not undreſs nor go 
to bed all night they all fat up together and 
ſure ſuch pulling and hauling to get her away 
— well, well, 1 hope you'll overtake them 
before the job is done—they're very hand- 
ſome gentlemen truly. Here perceiving we had 


got all the intelligence we were likely to have, 


we cut her ſhort, and throwing down the reck- 
oning, mounted our horſes to continue our pur- 
ſuit. In the uncertainty we were involved, we 
could not do otherwiſe than go to Berwick di- 
rectly ; but determined, however, to viſit eve 
inhabited place in our way, on the right and 
left, fearful that Berwick had only been men- 
tioned as a feint, to evade any purſuit that might 
be made after them. We viſited Middleton, 
Elfwick, Belford, Detchon, Parmore, Kilo, and 
Fenham, to no purpoſe, at the latter of which 
places we took ſome little refreſhment, and 
nature detained us part of the night, 'by con- 
ſtraining us to an hour's flumber in our chairs, 
which we accuſet ourſelves for as ſoon as we 
waked. But it ſcemed intended by providence 
to detain us there, for its own wiſe purpoſes ; 
for a fiſherman coming into the houle from 
Holy-Iſland, began to inform the landlady, that 
he might have meide ſome money of his Cable 
the night before, if he had been time enough, 
for a gentleman offered him a guinea to carry 
him and another, with a woman in company, 
trum Goſwick to the lfland ; adding, I believe 
they're upon no good, by the woman's crying; 
| but, 
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but, however, Donald Simpfon got the money, 
and carried them over. We were all attention 
at this, and upon queſtioning about their ſta- 
ture, clothes, &c. we gathered by his anſwers 
that we had not much further to ſeek, and that 
the time of action was approaching. We were 
- overjoy'd at this diſcovery, and got the ſame fiſh- 
erman, without betraying the occaſion, to put 


| | us over, leaving our horſes in the care of the 
* WF hoſt. Upon enquiry. of the moſt private place 
of landing, out of the wie of the town, our 
7 pilot told us he would put us aſhore below the 
5 caſtle, which he ſafely did in leſs than an hour; 
- and we jumped upon the ſtrand with an-inex- 
7 WE preſſible pleaſure, after having rewarded, him 
d Ls his ſatisfaction. We found numbers of men, 
- women, and children, catching lobſters and 
ht crabs, and ſuch ſort: of ware, and ſoon came 
"> WF within fight of the venerable ruins of Zoly Ab. 
oe bey, which ſtill looks reverend in decay. We 
wr got by a bye-way into the town, and immedi- 


ately repaired to an alehouſe which lay before 
us, and, upon enquiry, heard of thoſe we ſought, 


rs, and that they quartered at a public houſe not 
oY far from us; for the expence they had already 
ICE been at, had made them ſufficiently noted. 
nf We heard, moreover, that the lady that was 
" 


in their company. was reported to be ill, and 
had not left her- chamber ſince their arrival. 
Our next concern was to get ſome honeſt fellow, 


gh, nder pretence of drinking at the kouſe, to pro- 
r cure us intelligence where the two ruffians 
. were at this time, for we were determined to 
iev 


take no repoſe till we had delivered the lady 
Vox. II. e from 
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from their clutches. Money ſoon directed us 
to a proper inſtrument for this purpoſe ; and 
we got advice, that after locking the apartment 
where ſhe was, and ſtrictly enjoining no one to 
ſpeak to her, or anſwer her, they had walked 
towards the abbey, to entertain themſelves with 
a view of that and the caſtle. We then de- 
bated if it would be moſt adviſeable, firſt to 
deliver the lady, or to attack her raviſhers; and 
the latter being determined, we immediately 
paſſed through the church · yard to the place to- 
wards which they had bent their ſteps. We 
were ſo irritated at the deliberate coolneſs they 
diſplayed by this jaunt from their priſoner, and 
the ſecurity in which they imagined themſelves, 
that we were worked up to a perfect fury; but 


as we knew ourſelves ſuperior ſwordſmen, we 1 
determined, if poſſible, to do no miſchief our- 
ſelves, and to diſarm them from doing any. | 


We had ſcarcely turned the corner of the ab- 
bey, when we perceived them, at a diſtance, 
arm in arm, and laughing at ſome incident that 
diverted them, probably at the expence of my 
friend and myſelf; and ſoon after lifting up 
their eyes, they diſcovered us at a hundred 
paces before we came up to them, and we 
plainly heard Ranger cry out, G— d— me, 
lord George and Ramble! A ſudden halt ſuc- 
ceeded with an attitude of ſuch viſible ſname 
and aſtoniſnment, as required as much time as 
ve took to meaſure the diſtance between us 
to overcome, hardened as they were in ini- 
quity. The firſt that broke ſilence was the 


marquiſs, who, in a haughty tone, cry'd out, 


George, 


F (( 
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George, keep your diſtance, what buſineſs have 
you here? My lord, he replieg, ſure you are 
doing ſome very bad thing, that you are ſo ſur- 
prized at the ſight cf a brother, whoſe regard 
to your honour has brought him thus far, to 
revent your perpetrating an action that will for 
ver make you deteſtable. We have now found 
you—and let me perſuade you to make proper 
amends to the lady you ſo unlawfully detain, 
and reſtore her to her mother. D—n your 
preaching, he reply'd, drawing his ſword, quit 
your ground, and begone! and don't trouble 
yourſelf with my pleaſures !—what we have 
done we'll ſtand by. Ay, added Ranger, we 
will, by G—! Then, returned my friend, 
applying himſelf to the latter, it ſhall be thro” 
my body, if you perſiſt further in your baſe 
attempts. Theſe words were ſoon followed by 
actions, and the marquiſs ſeeing his brother and 
Ranger engaged, halloed out, Come, Ramble, 
I ſuppoſe you are for me—Come on ; and ad- 
vancing hotly towards me, now warranted my 
drawing in my own defence; but I was cool 
enough, whilſt I parry'd ſeveral deſperate thruſts, 
to ſay, my lord, be calm— don't oblige me to 
be your enemy— D—n calmneſs—he return'd 
— take your advantages—ſcoundrel !— and at- 
tack the ſon with the ſword his father has put 
into your hands! I could not anſwer to this 
cutting reflection, for his thruſts were fo vio- 
lent, that in retreating from them, I had well 
nigh been run through the body, and a wound 
in my left arm, deprived me of my remaining 
temperance ;z but it was ſoon over, and, heated 
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as I was, forbearing to aim at any of the noble 
parts, I had the good fortune to run him thro? 
the ſword arm, upon which he dropped his 
weapon, and ſoon after fell on the graſs, bleed- Ml 
ing very plentifully. My friend had, I found, 
Juſt finiſhed the buſineſs alſo with Ranger, who Wl 
had received two wounds, one in his right thigh, 
and the other juſt beneath the ſeat of life, and 
was proſtrate upon the field. By this time 
our combat had drawn not only the fiſhers from 
their labour, but half the people from the town, 
of whom enquiring if there was a ſurgeon to 
be had, we were told that Mr Parr, from 
Berwick, who attended the duke's family, was 
fortunately there; upon which we got aſliſt- 
ance to carry our enemies to the houſe we 
quartered at, where they were put to bed, and 
ſoon after the doctor came into the room. His 
ſurprize was ſo great that he could ſcarce per- 
form his office, but deſiring him to be ſecret, 
and engaging him towaittheirrecovery bya noble 
reward, after being certified their wounds were 
not dangerous, and having my flight hurt dreſ- 
ſed, we left them without exchanging any words 
with them, and repaired to the houſe where the 
fair priſoner was confined, who had heard the 
news of the combat, though uncertain of the 
reaſon, and was near expiring at her forlorn 
ſituation, ſtill fearful that it could alter only 
for the worſe. We flew to her ſordid apart- 
mentz where ſat the lovely mourner—confus'd 
dirty, and weeping, and ſo altered—ſo wan, 
ſo pale, that had not the beauteous features been 
imprinted deeply in my memory, I ſhould not 
D have 
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have known her : But the moment ſhe ſet eyes 
upon us, the ſudden ſurprize the crowd of 
ideas, and the tumult of * 7 that at once 
agitated her—of what had paſſed—of her ſitu- 
ation—of the deliverance ſhe perceived before 
her, all together, overpowered her, and ſhe fell 
back in her chair in a ſwoon, from which it 
was above half an hour before we could reco- 
ver her, and then ſo weak, ſo languid, that we 
were obliged to leave her to the cares of the 
women of the houſe, who got her to bed, 
whilſt we retired to take ſome refreſhment ; 
and ſending to conſult with Mr Parr, he ad- 
viſed her to be blooded, and immediately, by 
her conſent, performed the operation. We 
had ſoon tidings brought us that ſhe had fallen 
into a gentle doſe, after the good woman of 
the houſe had, by our orders, let her know 
the happy alteration of her affairs. + 
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The character of an excellent clergyman—CGood 
effetts he produces — e receive a meſſage from 
the Marquiſs and Ranger — Pay them a viſit 
— The diſcourſe between us— We are recon- 
ciled, and take leave of them Mait upon the 
young lady— Procure neceſſaries for her— Set 
out, and arrive at Learmouth— Hear ſtrange 
news from my ſervant— Carry her to Ware- 
hall— Our reception—An unexpected diſcovery 
e give the duke an account of our aduen- 
tures. 


R Parr, our worthy ſurgeon, after drink- 

ing part of a bottle of the beſt wine we 

could procure, went again to pay a viſit to his 
other two patients, whom already he found in 
a very favourable way, and ſomewhat compos'd 
in their tempers, and, to his ſurprize, a clergy- 
man with them, whom he directly knew to be 
the very worthy curate of the pariſh ; who 
hearing that two men of quality were there, 
dangerouſly wounded, and underſtanding the 
occaſion, which now all the town conjectured 
ſomewhat of, though not quite certain of it, 
thought it his _ to adminiſter to them a little 
proper advice. This gentleman, who had en- 
dearcd himfelf, by his goodneſs and benevolent 
temper to the poor people amongſt whom he 
officiated, Irs is as ftriking a picture of the 
worth of a pariſh prieſt as any that was ever 
drawn. He was now in the fortieth year of his 


age, 
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age, and though full of merit and full of learn- 
ing, want of-a temper ſuited to hunt prefer-, 
ment, and another want, which humble merit 
generally knows the want of friends of emi- 
nence ſufficient to puſh it into the world, by 
proper applauſe, aſſiſtance, and recommendation, 
had conſigned him to this obſcurity for ſome. 
years, though under the hands of a vicar, none 


of the moſt avaricious of his cloth, who af- 


forded him nearly the whole profits of the living, 
by which he maintained a greater reſpect with 
his flock, and had more opportunities of doing 
them good. In this ſolitude, as it may well be 
called, he had ſo improved his mind, as to poſ- 
ſeſs all the knowledge that books and reflection 
could afford, and added to his other uſeful ta- 
lents, thoſe of the excellent phyſician; ſo that 
ſcarce any of his charge that had not participa- 
ted of his ſalutary cares for their bodies, as 
well as his endeavours. after the ſalvation of 
their ſouls: His labours had met with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that this rough people, chiefly, conſiſting 
af mariners and fiſhermen, ſpoke their utility 
in a politeneſs and humanity, of behaviour ſeen 
in few of the neighbouring pariſhes, and their 
very. children wore a different appearance, from 
his conſtant lectures, catechiſings, and inſtruc- 
tions, from thoſe of moſt other places. Since 
his reſidence amongſt. them, broils and diſſen- 
tions had never flamed out, nor the mazey quirks 
af law been ever tried in any matter of diſpute 
in which meum and tuum was concerned. The 
honeſt pater had gratified the native goodneſs 
ef his heart, by healing breaches, rectifyin 

| E 4 ue 


90 TRE ADVENTURES. or 
diſorders, and calming the mind with lectures 
of prudenee and diſeretion. His moderation 
af ſentiment, in matters of mere belief, had 
brought over the few Scotch preſbyterians that 
inhabited the iſland; and the veneration he was 
held in carried every one to church, without 
exception, to hear his excellent leſſons. This 
was the perſon Mr Parr found- with the two 
wounded gentlemen, and the minute he enter'd 
the room, the marquis cry*d out, Dear Parr, 
give my love to my brother and Mr'Ramble, 
and tell them we muſt beg the favour to ſee 
them before they go for Ware- hall, and that they 
ſhall have no oecaſion to repent of their conde- 
ſcenſion—do go this minute, Parr, we long to 
ſee them, and to aſk their pardon: - Parr, quite 
tranfported, for he was much attached to the 
family, ran away to us full ſpeed with the tidings; 
which we were ſometime before we could be- 
heve, and more ſo when he gave us to under- 
ſtand who was with them, and that probably 
this was one good effect of his viſit. | Miſs was 
not yet awake, for ſhe had been ſo jaded and 
fatigued, that this was'the firſt reſt ſhe had in- 
dulged ſince her being taken away, and, there- 
fore, without heſitation, we followed him to 
their quarters; and judge our ſtill further ſur- 
prize, when, after the firſt compliments between 
us and the clergyman, the marquis deſired us to 
fit down, and addreſſed us in the following 
words—My lord, and Mr Ramble, we ſent for 
you here to aſk your pardon for the trouble and 
pain we have given you both, and to thank 
you for bringing us to ſober reflection upon the 
| enor- 
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enormity of the crime we were going to com” 


mit. Ranger, who was too faint to ſpeak, ſig- 


nified his approbation of what the marquis had 
faid, by holding out his hand with an action of 


forgiveneſs, which we both ſhook with a friend- 


ly return, He continued— believe us, bating 


the fright and apprehenſion we put the young 


lady into, no manner of injury or inſult has been 
offered her; though had your timely aid been 
longer delayed, ſhe would have felt the worſt 
effects of brutality and luſt, which now we are 
aſhamed to think of. Let us all join in return- 
ing thanks to this excellent divine, whoſe kind 
and ſeaſonable lectures have opened our eyes 
to the ills we were bringing upon ourſelves, and 
an innocent family, which we will ſtudy, when 
we are able, to repair. He would have gone 
on, but Mr Parr preſcribed him filence, left 
his further agitation of ſpirits might open his 
wound, which was no ſlight one, afreſh. Lord 
George and I, alternately, embraced them, and 
congratulated them upon their change of tem- 
per, and proteſted, that as juſtice and a regard 
to them, as well as the proteCtion of innocence, 
had armed us againſt them, ſo we were full 
repaid by what they had declared, and that al 
animoſity ſhould for ever be baniſhed from our 
breaſts. You, Ramble, we could not help the 
marquis returning, I ought particularly to beg 
pardon of, for an expreſſion I made uſe of, which 
was paſſionate, cruel and unjuſt, and which you 
rightly have puniſhed me for. Oh, my lord, 
I reply'd, you charm me with your goodneſs — 
I would ſooner this ſword ſhould pierce my 
E 5 | heart, 
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heart, than ever again it ſhould be drawn againſt 
the repreſentative of a family to whom I have 
ſo many obligations, and ſuch tender attach- 
ments; but—ſay no more, he returned with 
eagerneſs, my dear friend, ſo let ine ever call 
you for the future—it is enough—the life you 
ſo generouſly ſpared, ſhall be devoted to your 
ſervice. During this diſcourſe, I could not for- 
bear eycing the clergyman, who was ſtanding on 
one fide, and methought his countenance had 
ſomewhat ſo ſerene, ſo placidly elate in it, that 
lhad the idea of ſome ſuperior being ſent to 
communicate peace and comfort to poor mor- 
tals; and, turning to him, we, in the moſt re- 
ſpectful manner, acknowledged our obligations 
to him, and beſought the honour of his further 
friendſhip, which he reply'd to with all the 
dignity, and all the politeneſs of a man that had 
been uſed to the moſt ſplendid ſcenes of life. 
After begging his company before we left the 
iſland, at our quarters, we were preparing to 
take our leave, when lord George, turning to the 
marquiſs and Ranger, aſked if they wanted 
money, telling them, as we were going to return 
immediately, that in that caſe we would leave 
them all we could ſpare. The marquiſs an- 

ſwered, that they were ſufficiently provided; 
but brother, he added, if this wild excurſion 


can be kept ſecret from their graces, I beſeech 
you let it, or we ſhall be aſhamed to return to 
Fare-hall. Upon this we both promiſed them, 
that nothing ſhould tranſpire if it could poſſibly 
be avoided ; and that to hinder any uneaſineſs 
at our abſence, we had, before wg ſaw _ 
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diſpatched a letter to the dutcheſs, to inform 
her, that a youthful rambling frolick had carried 
us all four to ſome conſiderable diſtance, but that 
we ſhould return in a few days, with a deſire 
to have the ſame ſignified at Random hall. 
Worthy creatures! how you have conſulted 
the honour of thoſe who do not deſerve it, cried 
Ranger, but. we ſhall live, I hope, to repay you. 
We then conſulted with Parr, who propoſed, 
in a day or two, to remove his patients to Ber- 
wick, from whence he hoped, in a week or ten 
days, to return them home, quite cured of their 
wounds. We ſoon after took our leave, with freſh 
proteſtations of friendſhip on each ſide, and re- 
turned to our houſe, impatient to hear of the 
health of the young lady, and to ſee her, that 
we might ſettle the manner of our return. Our 
good landlady, at our entrance, told us ſhe was 
up and awake, and had enquired for us with 
great earneſtneſs—adding, poor lady —ſhe was 
fo much in a diſhabille, that I was forced to 
Jend her ſome clean linnen ; for belike ſhe was 
ſtolen away without being able to provide any 
one neceflary— God bleſs her, ſhe's a delicate 
creature indeed: Well, ſome people are too 
well dealt by—but I'll ſay no more—if ſhe was 
a daughter of mine, they ſhould all be hanged 
without mercy. We put an end to this ha- 
rangue, by telling her to notify that we begged 
leave to wait upon her, which ſhe immediate- 
ly did, and returned with a deſire that we would 
walk up ftairs to her apartment. The lovely 
creature, bluſhing like the roſe, ſo much reſt 
and joy had alter'd her, met us at the door, with 
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ſuch a ſweetneſs in her face, as words are too fain 
to deſcribe, and with a voice of ſofteſt harmo- + 
ny ſaid, Oh! my preſervers and ſaviours, how 
ſhall I be able to repay the mighty obligations 
you have conferred upon me! My life you 
gave me once before, and now you have pre- 
ſerved what is infinitely. dearer to me, my ho- 
nour! Oh, make me quite happy, my guar- 
dian angels, and tell me if my dear mother is 
well! The thoughts of what ſhe has endured . 
has been more ſevere even than my own ſuffer- 
ings! Madam, I replied, your mother is well, 
but to be ſure under the moſt ſenſible affliction 
at your loſs, an affliction that alone could e- 
qual ours. To ſerve fo much virtue and beauty 
is our pride and our glory, happy that we have 
done it ſo effectually; and when you can bear 
the fatigue of the journey, a day's time will 
convey you to the arms of the worthy lady that 
laments your abſence. I am aſhamed, madam, 
added lord George, that any one ſo nearly al- 
lied to me ſhould be baſe enough to have de- 
ſigns againſt your peace; but they have paid 
for their rafhneſs, and, I hope, are now— but 
ſhe tremblingly interrupted him I hope, my 
lord, your brother and his friend are not mor- 
tally hurt—and added—the ſilent tear trickling 
down her cheek— that would be ſaving 'myſelf 
at too dear a rate that, indeed, would be ill 
rewarding my benefactors! No, madam, he 
replied, they are likely to do very well, and, 
thank God, are come to ſuch a ſenſe of their 
crime, as muſt, I think, inſure them againſt 
the commiſſion of ſuch for the future, and oo 
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they dared to do it, I am ſenſible, would have 
ſent to beg your pardon. I freely give them it, 
ſhe returned; that ſurely ſhould be the firſt 


| ſtep towards acknowledging your goodnels. 


Matchleſs generoſity ! I cried— who could in- 
jure ſo much excellence? I ſhall be ready to 
accompany you, gentlemen, whenever you 


pleaſe, only ſuffer me to ſpeak a few words to 


the good woman of the houſe, who has be- 
haved like a mother to me. We replied, that 
as the day was very far ſpent, we would ad- 


viſe her to repoſe one night more in her home 


ly apartment, and that at dawn of day we 


would ſet out homewards, to which ſhe willing- 


ly acquieſced, and we took our leave till fup- 
per time, when we promiſed to wait upon her 
again. We ſent the landlady up to her, who 
returned in a few minutes, telling us ſhe had 
received money to buy ſome ae dre for the 
lady at Berwick, from whence ſhe ſhould return 
by ſupper time, and ſhewed us two guineas, 
which ſhe had given her for that purpote. We 
were glad to hear this, as we were under a 
kind of a difficulty how to offer her any ſuch 
accommodation without offending her eee, 
and deſired the good woman to make all the 
haſte poſſible. ean time, we ſent for the 
worthy clergyman afore-mentioned, and Mr 
Parr, and ſet down to a converſation, which 
was ſupported with ſo much ſpirit and good 
ſenſe on his ſide, that we were quite captivated 
with him, and he expreſſed ſuch a deſire of a 
further acquaintance, and ſuch a reliſh of our 


company, that lord George made him promiſe 


the 
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firſt opportunity to pay us a viſit at Mare hall. 
By the time we parted our landlady returned, 
and ſoon after, ſupper * ready, we repair- 


ed to Miſs's apartment, and enjoyed in her en- 
livening company, all that wit, good ſenſe, and 
delicacy could afford. Her mind was now at 
eaſe, and ſo much life and fire ſhone in all ſhe 
ſaid, and her returns of gratitude were ſo re- 
fined, that I was ſtill more captivated, and 
now could ſincerely ſay to myſelf — I love ! 
We gave her an account of the baſeneſs of 
Trudge, and all that had happened prior to the 
time of our recovering her, at which ſhe broke 
out into ſuch acknowledgments, as would have 
far overpaid the moſt invaluable obligations. 
In her turn ſhe related all the pains, anxieties, 
fatigues, end diſtrefles ſhe had ſuffered ; but in 
the midſt of her relation made our hearts glad, 
as we could not perceive that the two rolls 
had proceeded to lengths, the idea of which 
made us tremble. We had great reaſon to 
imagine that they were going to carry her to 
an eſtate the marquis had in Fifeſbire, where 
he was abſolute maſter, and where her diſtreſs 
would have been dreadful indeed, and agreed 
with her that Trudge was the villain that be- 
trayed her, on whom we reſolved to diſcharge 
an exemplary vengeance, In concluſion, ſhe 
bluſhingly ſaid, It gives me pain that my bene- 
factors ſhould longer remain in ignorance who 
they have fo kindly ſerved ; but I hope they 
will excuſe me till I ſee my dear mother, who 


In gratitude, I'm ſure, will inform you that I 


am not unworthy of your protection and eſ- 
tecm. 
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teem. Madam, I anſwered, we need no fur- 
ther intelligence than the charms of your per- 
ſon, and the perfections of your mind afford 
us, that your quality is diſtinguiſhing, and that 
you deſerve the adoration of all mankind. 
She returned this ſincere declaration with an o- 
bliging glance, and a conſcious bluſh, that ri- 
valled the carnation's lovely glow. Our plea- 
ſing enjoyment of each other's ſociety, inſenſi- 
bly wing'd the hours till bed time approached, 
and we took leave with the greateſt deference 
and reſpect, and retired, pleaſed and charmed, 
to our own apartment, where we talked our- 
ſelves to ſleep in the praiſes of this inimitable 
fair one. The next morning, as ſoon as the 
ſun had chaſed away the ſhady glimmering of 
twilight, we aroſe, and having notice of her 
being ready to depart, we left a handſome 
preſent with our landlady, and rewards to her 
ſervants, and having before ſent for our horſes 
from Fenham, and provided, by the care of 
Mr Parr, an eaſy pad for the lady, after bid- 
ding adieu to him and the good clergyman, 
we ſet out for Berwick, where we ſoon arriv'd, 
and after taking ſome little refreſhment, ſet 
forwards for Learmouth, there to depoſit our 
lovely charge in the hands of her expeCting, 
mother, before we returned to MWare- hall, from 
2 we had now been abſent in all five 
8. | 
No accident befel us in our journey, which 
was beguiled by the agreeable diſcourſe that 
paſled between us, and we rode with as much 
triumph, as if we had brought home the 2 
ures 
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ſures of the Indies, thinking all the pains we 
had ſuffered fully recompenſed by the preſent 
delight we enjoy d. We arrived at Lear mouth 
at duſk, and diſmounting at the entrance of the 
town, I, by agreement, went firſt to our friend's i 
houſe, fearful of ſurpriſing the mother too much 
with the ſight of her daughter, without ſome i 
preparation for the interview; but we had no 
occaſion for this caution, for, after compliments 


paſſed, I was acquainted that the lady was at 


Fare-hall, to which place ſhe departed the day 
aſter my ſervant arrived with the tale of her 


daughter's being carried away by the marquiſs. 3 


My ſervant, who had waited upon her there, 3 


was returned to our friend's, in order to tarry # 


for our arrival, and to give us intelligence of 
her motives for this alteration of her conduct. Þ 
We could not help ſhewing ſome aſtoniſhment 
at her procedure, and the young lady ſeemed 
particularly concerned at it ; however we gave 
truce to our conjectures till we had heard my 
ſervant's account, which was to the following 
purpoſe : * That when he told her all that we 
had given him in charge, ſhe was ſo much diſ- 
turbed as to be in danger of fainting away 
that ſhe broke out into bleſſings and praiſes of 
our generous kindneſs, mingled with complaints 
of the marquiſs's baſeneſs, and exclamations of 
her own unhappineſs and misfortunes ; that he 
was going to quit the room, but ſhe ordered 
him to ftay whilſt ſhe wrote a letter to the 
duke, but that when ſhe had wrote ſome time, 
ſhe tore the paper, crying out—But why do 
not I go in perſon and lay my complaints pefore 

him? 
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him ? Pardon me, ſhe cried, my dear lord, 
my huſband, if on this cruel. occaſion I tranſ- 
greſs your injunctions! yes, let me apply in perſon. 
where, I think, I am ſure of redreſs: This ſhe 
ſaid to herſelf, and foon after, turning to him, 
ordered him to ſaddle his horſe, and procuring; 
another from the gentleman of the houſe, took 
her leave of the family, and ordered him to 
attend her to Mare- hall: That being ordered, 
to follow her directions, he did not heſitate, but 


conducted her there, where ſne was introduced 


to the duke and dutcheſs, and was in private 
with them for ſome. hours. That great re- 
joicings were made at Vare- hall upon her ar- 
ri val, and that ſervants had been diſpatched ſe- 
veral ways in ſearch of us all, but without ſue- 
ceſs, being principally directed to the ſouthward, 
as it was ſuppoſed we had gone that way; and. 
they returning without any tale or tidings of 
us, his grace himſelf had ſent ſor him, and 
ordered him to repair again to Learmouth to 
wait the arrival of his maſters, as they had 
before directed him. We were ſtruck dumb 
at this relation, which included too many myſ- 
teries for us to pervade; but what concerned 
us more than any thing was the thought of the 
whole affair's being diſcovered, and not being 
able to perform our promiſe to the marquiſs and 
Ranger, which. we thought they ſo much me- 
rited when we left them. [he young lady for 
ſome moments was ſilent; at length ſhe deſir'd 
us -not to be concerned, her mother's good 
ſenſe, ſhe hoped, had not betrayed her to ſay 
any thing that could give us pain, and MICs 
«4 | wats 


care ſhe would take to get their pardon, Dy ex- 
ſide 


90 TRE ADVENTURES or 
whatever ill impreſſions his grace had received 
from her report, that her forgiveneſs, and the 


cuſing them, would engage him to lay aſide his 
reſentment; and added, Come, my deliverers, 


let us ſet out for Mare: hall, and finiſh the ſer- 


vices you have done me, by delivering me to 
my dear mother, who, though I never heard i 


of it, is certainly known to their graces. We 


had no inclination to reſiſt ſo ſweet intreaties, 
and therefore, late as it was, we took leave of 
our friend and his family, after thanking him 


for all his kind favours, and ſet forwards, at- q 


tended by my faithful Fack, for the place where 1 


all theſe myſteries were to be cleared up, and 
all thoſe doubts reſolved, which did not a little 
perplex us. It was late when we arrived; but 


the porter informed us that their graces were 


not retired, and that the family were all up. 


Wie ſent word to Mrs Gentle, whilſt we waited 
in a private apartment, that we wanted to ſpeak 


with her, ordering the meſſenger to deliver his 


meſſage as privately as poſſible, which was exe- 


cuted with ſuch ſucceſs that ſhe came to us in 


an inſtant, and was ſo rejoiced at ſceing us, 
that we thought ſhe was run mad, crying out 
to the young lady, Oh! madam! thank God 
you are come, this whole houſe has been in- 
tears upon your account !— Oh the dear gen- 
tlemen -I adore you for this goodneſs, and 
thus ſhe was running on, till I took her by 
the hand, and ſaid, Dear Gentle, calm your 
tranſports which are too obliging, and the pur- 
port of which we don't yet underſtand, and 4 

5 
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ſo kind as toacquaint her grace that we are here, 
and beg to have the honour of an interview 
with her before we are introduced to my lord 
duke, and for fear of too ſuddenly ſurpriſing the 
mother of this lady, who we underſtand is with 
them. Dear Mr Ramble, ſhe replied, all in extacy, 
I'll run PII fly this minute, and immediately 
left us ſtill more involved in difficulties, as well 
as the young lady, who ſtodd trembling and 
fearful of the event. In three minutes, or leſs, 
we perceived, by the lights carried before her, 
the dutcheſs and Gentle croſſing the hall, and 
coming towards us, and heard her ſay, Where 
here are my dear children—ſhew me, ſhew 
me the way Gentle. She flew into the room, 
crying out, Oh my George! my Ramble! you 
have ſerved us now indeed, and, without ſtop- 
ping, advanced to the young lady, and falling 
upon her neck, cry'd, Oh my dear child f my 
lovely creature ! do I hold: you in theſe arms 


at laſt! the tears running down her face, whilſt 


Miſs received her careſſes with filent weeping; 
and fell upon her knees before her, with all the 
humble attitude' of _ reverence. In 
ſhort the ſcene was ſo affecting, that lord George 
and I alſo betray'd a weakneſs by our tears, as 
well as Gentle, though we were in ſuch amaze, 
as to be totally confounded at the meaning of 
it. As ſoon as ſhe had recovered herſelf a lit- 
tle, ſceing' us gaze and ſtare at each other in 
ſtupid admiration, ſhe ſeated the young lady by 
her, ſtill holding her hand. fondly in her own, 
and ſaid, Excellent youths! 'tis to you we owe 
all our happineſs—come to me both, and let 

| me 
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me embrace you—you were born to make me 
happy! We approached, and ſhe claſped us 
4 both about the neck, and beſtowed thoſe ca- 
| | reſles upon us that her goodneſs told her we de- 
4 ſerved and then ſaid, where have you left thoſe 
il brutes—my degenerate ſon, and that monſter 
i Ranger — but L hope they. are not kill'd— tho 
they deſerved it. No, I reply'd, thank God, 
though unhappily wounded through their own i 
faults, yet they are not only likely to recover, 
but ſincerely repent of their late action and 
my lord will return to your grace, I believe, 
ſuch as your fondeſt hopes can wiſh him; and. 
this, madam, my friend, and that young lady, 
who has forgiven him ſo generouſly, can wit- 3 
neſs. Well, thank God for all things, the * 
returned—T hope all will end happily— Gene- 
rous, excellent youths | P1l. ſtudy to be grate- 
ful—but I forget, other perſons muſt be part: 
- kers of my felicity, and turning to Miſs—ſtay Þ 
there, love, with your protetors—Pl] bring your 
mother and uncle to you directly, or prepare 
them to receive you Don't be ſurprized, my 
dears, you ſhall know all at a proper time. So | 
fil ſaying ſhe left us and Gentle, and was vaniſhed Þ 
; in an inſtant, Our reſpe&t to the dutcheſs 
would not permit us, as at her departure ſhe | 
took the explication of theſe matters to herſelf; 
to aſk Gentle any queſtions, who was buſy in 
attending upon the young lady, who ſtill con- 
tinued weeping—and as much amazed at every 
thing as we were, Lord George and I were 
quite mute during this interval, till the duke's 
valet told us his maſter deſired our company; 


upon 
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upon which, bowing to Miſs, we left her in 
Mrs Gentle's care, and repaired to the apart - 
ment, where he, the dutcheſs, and the mother 
of my fair one were ſtanding, and waiting for 
our arrival. The latter we ſcarcely knew till 
we heard her voice, as ſhe was dreſs'd in one 
of the dutcheſs's richeſt ſuits. As ſoon as we 
entered, the duke meaſured half the room to: 
wards us, and firſt taking one in his arms. and 
then the other, beſtowed the higheſt praiſes 
upon us, and thank'd us for the ſervice we had 
done him. He was interrupted by the lady, 
who received us with the fondneſs of a mother, 
and direRing herſelf to the duke Now, my 
lord duke, Iam compoſed enough, pray let me 
ſee my daughter. You ſhall my lady, he re- 
plied—and turning to me—Go, my dear, and 
conduct her hither! I flew with the utmoſt 
precipitation to execute this welcome commiſ- 
ſion, and found her in the poſture I had left her, 
and perceived at the ſight of me a joy lighten 
in her eyes; for the ſtrangeneſs of all this pro- 
cedure had ſurprized her beyond expreſſion. I 
took her by the hand, and led her to the apart- 
ment, ſtill weeping, and had no ſooner brought 
'her in than her mother flew to her, and ſuch 
an affecting ſcene it was, as I ſhall never forget; 
nothing but, dear madam! lovely daughter! 
ecchoed through the room, till the T5 ad- 
vancing, claimed his ſhare of her, and raiſing 
her from her knees, on which ſhe had again 
fallen at his approach, he preſs'd her in his 
arms called her his dear niece, and expreſſed 
the joy he had in ſeeing her—adding, you wh 
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blame your father and mother, my dear, that 


you are thus ſurprized, as well as theſe gentle. 


men; but come, let us fit down, you all look as | 


if you wanted refreſhment, and whilſt that is 
procuring I have ſomewhat to ſay to you three. 
After we were all ſeated and ſilent, he thus 
addreſſed us. My ſons, you will have reaſon 
to admire the conduct of providence in the pro- 


duction of theſe extraordinary events I have 
heard from this lady ſuch accounts of your 
worth, as fills me with pleaſure and delight, 
and it muſt give you added joy, that in purſu- 


ing the dictates of virtue, of honour, of your 


generous minds, you have beſtowed an invalu- 


able obligation upon me and the dutcheſs. 


„ your aunt, whoſe abſence for many 
years we have mourned ; that is her charmin 
daughter, who till this moment was as mu 
a ſtranger to her rank as you were,— Yes, 
gentlemen, you have made us happy in this 


worthy ſiſter, and this excellent neice— how 


can we repay you ſufficiently for ſuch precious 
gifts? At theſe words the miſt fell from our 
eyes, and, riſing, we paid our reſpects to them 
in their newly aſſumed characters, and begged 
pardon for any indecorums we had been guilty 
of, and at the ſame time Miſs fell on * ett 
before her uncle and aunt, who tenderly rais'd 
her and embraced her. When we were ſeated 
again, the duke continued his diſcourſe. My 
eldeſt ſon is inexcufable— alas! he has run too 
great lengths in wickedneſs—and yet, on this 
occaſion, I fear I ſhall eaſily be reconciled to 


him. 


x 


This lady is no other than the marchioneſs of 
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him, Heaven ſometimes makes uſe of unwor- 
thy agents to bring about its purpoſes, Pon- 

der, my dear Ramble, upon what has happen'd, 
and forget every grief—ſome ſuch unexpected 
turn of fortune may one time or other reſtore 
your worthy parents to our embraces, and we 
ſhall be all happy—but I touch you too much 
— ſeeing the tears in my eyes— come, partake 
of this repaſt, we ſupped before your arrival, 
but 1 think-my appetite is returned, and when 
the cloth is removed, . we will beg an account 
of all that has happened to you in this rambling 
frolick, as you, with ſuch regard to the un- 
worthy marquiſs, ſtiled it in your letter But 
we knew all, you ſee, before it came: I can- 
not go to reſt till we have your journal. Sup- 
per ended, tho' day began to dawn, the duke 
ſaid Come, who ſhall be ſpokeſman—Do you, 
Mr Ramble, give us the relation; and lord 
George ſignifying his pleaſure that I ſhould un- 
dertake it, I began from the morning we re- 
ceived the note that was to have been deliver'd 
us by Trudge, for the duke ſignified, that all 
the preceeding adventures with thoſe ladies at 
the farm-houſe, and in Scotland, he had been 
informed of by the marchioneſs. I painted, in 
the beſt language I was maſter of, the diftreſs 
we were under at the loſs of the amiable lady, 
on her account, and her mother's; our concern 
when we found who the parties were that had 
committed ſuch an outrage: The fatigues and 
difficulties we underwent in our purſuit— the 
humours of the people we met with— the joy 
we experienced when we receiv'd advice where 


they 
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they were— the anxiety we were involved in 
when we engaged the marquiſs and Ranger— 


the piteous condition we found the poor ſufferer 


in—the pains of the curate of Holy-I/land— 


the lucky meeting with Parr—the. repentance 


of the two gentlemen, and this I enlarged upon 


ſo pathetically as to enduce their pity— the 
wonder we were involved. in when we. heard 
the marchioneſs was repaired to Ware hall 
and, in fine, our joy, and exultation of heart, 
at the happy cataſtrophe of our adventures: 


And all along I pictured my friend in ſuch a- 


miable colours, and broke out into ſuch enco- 
miums upon the 1 virtue, and good ſenſe 
of the lady we had reſcued, that I found T had 
catched the hearts and ears of all my noble au- 


ditors. I concluded thus. My lord duke, and 
ladies, theſe are the ſcenes we have paſſed thro? 


ſince our abſenting ourſelves from Mare: hall, 


and J congratulate myſelf particularly, that 


providence has made me one inſtrument in con- 


tributing to the happineſs of a family, to which 


I owe every thing, and whole content and proſ- 
perity includes my own. The duke, the dutch- 


eſs, and the marchioneſs broke out into' freſh 


Praiſes and acknowledgments, my friend ſqueez d 
me tenderly by the hand, and I-obſerved that 
my fair one regarded me with looks that be- 


ſpoke the higheſt approbation. Thus, quite 


happy and delighted, at length the duke pro- 
poſed retiring, which we all did to our ſeveral 


apartments, with that complacent eaſe that ever 


* 


attends honour and virtuous deeds. | 


' CHAP. 
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HAP. XXXV. 


Our reflections on the late happy event— We re- 
ceive a ee aer the Marguiſs— meet him 
and Ranger Our diſcourſe —T hey arrive with 
us at Ware-hall— How received by the Duke, 
Dutcheſs, &c.— They beg pardon of the ladies 
— A happy incident diſcovers my paſſion for the 
Marchioneſs's daughter — The return I meet 
with— The Duke receives letters from court 
Their contents— The Marchioneſs relates her 
adventures. 


UR late fatigues, and the happy iſſue of 

them, all contributed to afford us that, 
balmy repoſe we had ſo long been ſtrangers to, 
from whence we did not ariſe till late the next 
day. I was firſt up, and finding my friend till 


ſlumbering, and all t'e houſe aſleep, ſtole into 
the garden to ruminate on the late events, and 


to indulge reflection on the conſequences of 
them. Twas now that, indeed, I joyed ro. 
think myſelf of an elevated rank, fince I diſ- 
covered the great quality of my fair one; and 
the circumſtance of her being related to the 
noble family, to which I had ſo many obliga- 
tions, rather encreaſed my paſſion for her; be- 
ſide, the was ſuffering, and had loſt all by the 
miſtakes of a father, and my caſe being ſome- 
what ſimilar, I felt for her that ſympathy, that 
is generally mutual in perſons under misfortunes. 
Then, on the other fide, I was not certain yet 
who or what I was, and tho” buſy fancy would 
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hers, I dared not, upon ſuch flight grounds, 
indulge the thought, I was young beſide 
had my fortune and eſtabliſhment to ſeek, and 
conſequently in no ſituation to indulge a paſſion 
of this kind: And as the benevolence natural 
to my temper forbid my making the perſon I 
loved uneaſy, I at once reſolved to adore in ſi- 
tence, to continue my affiduities and ſervices, 
but never to declare my paſhen, till time and 
fortune ſhould put it into my power to do it 
with more advantage. I had juſt arrived to this 
concluſion, when lord George, ſtealing ſoftly 
behind me, clapped me upon the ſhoulder, and 
accuſed me of unkindneſs, for not waking him 
when I got up myſelf; but I'll lay my life, 
Ramble, continued he, you have been contem- 
plating the beauties of my couſin, and form- 
ing gay ideas of future happineſs— I've gueſs'd 
your thoughts I ſee! In ſhort, this accuſation 
was ſo cloſe, that I could not deny the charge, 
and anſwered— Well, my dear lord George, 
you have gueſs'd right, and now let me aſk 
you a queſtion: Do you think it poſſible for 
any one to ſee her without loving her, and if 
ſo, how unhappy am 12 Unhappy—why ſo? 
he returned—Love on—if there's any Janguage 
in eyes, my boy—ſhe loves too—and her glances 
ſcem directed to the very individual Mr Ram- 
ble— and furthermore, it I have any ſway in 
the matter, Mr Ramble, and no body elſe, ſhall 
poſſeſs her; but, joking apart, don't you ſee, 
my dear friend, the plain footſteps of providence 
in all this matter; *twas this*that firft directed 

| your 
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your interview with theſe ladies this put it into 
our power to fave their lives in Scotland, and 
enabled me to ſtifle a beginning paſlion in the 
favour of my friend, which elſe would have 
given me. great torture, without the poſlibility 
of reaping a return, my merit falls ſo ſhort of 
yours—twas this that employed ſuch unworthy 
inſtruments as the marquiſs and Ranger, whoſe 
attempts gave birth to their reſtoration to their 
_— Loſe no opportunity,. as our ſtay is 
but 
in the long abſence you muſt be doomed to, 
from her, you may have the ſatisfaQion of cor- 
reſponding with her, and improving her afec- 
tion — that I may have the ſupreme delight of 
your being ſo nearly related to me, by an alli- 
liance with her beauty and her virtue. And 
J muſt tell you further, that as heaven, from a 
various complication of circumſtances, ſeems to 
intend you for each other, I will do all in my 
power to favour and promote your union ; but 
ſhe is really ſuch a treaſure, that we muſt do 
all we can to deſerve her, and. therefore you 
ſhould look upon your approaching departure 
as a bleſſing that will put it into yaur power 
to come back to her with added merit, honour 
and glory. I exprefſed my acknowledgments 
to the noble youth for this kind ſpeech, both 
by words and actions, agreeable to the Joy he 
had inſpired into my breaſt, and, perhaps, at 
this inſtant thought myſelf the happieſt man 
breathing; but as fear is always an attendant of 
a dawning paſſion, * ſtill che difficul- 
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ties I had to ſurmount were ſcarce to be over- 
F Bt EET 031507065) 20 

The buſtle and hurry in the houſe now con- 
vinced us that our noble friends were up, and 


therefore we returned to our apartment, whencr, 


having dreſs'd, we went to pay our reſpects to 
our new gueſts, whom we found in the fine 
apartments the duke had allotted them, and the 
lovely Suey, for that was her name, ſhone 
with freſh bloom upon this alteration of her 
condition. The marchioneſs, now more at 
liberty to return her acknowledgments, em- 
braced us both with ſenſible delight, beſtowed 
the higheſt praiſes upon our diſintereſted mag- 
nanimity, as ſhe was pleaſed to ſtile it, and 
added, now indeed we are as happy as fortune 
at preſent can make us; we have recovered a 
dear brother and ſiſter, and ſhall be always in 
contemplation of the virtues of two of the moſt 
excellent youths that ever breathed—- Come, 
my children, ſhe ſweetly continued, embrace 


that ſiſter, let me call her ſo, whom you have 


ſaved from ſpoil and inſult, and who has too 
much gratitude for the favour to be able to ex- 
preſs it by words. At this ſhe led us to her 
charming daughter, whom we ſaluted with an 


inexpreſſible tenderneſs, and, for my part, with 


an awe that I never knew before. She receiv'd 
our careſſes wich a kindneſs and condeſcenſion, 
that ſtill more added to her graces, ſaying, 
Mamma, youu have given me two brothers and 
friends, whoſe good qualities it ſhall be my 
ſtudy to emulate, as far as the weakneſs of my 
ſex will permit, and to whom it is W 

for 
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for me to expreſs the height of my veneration. 
The duke and dutcheſs coming to enquire after 
their healths, put a period to theſe pleaſing ac- 
cents, and we mingled in a converſation that 
was as clevated as the ſubjects of it. At the 
concluſion the duke ſaid Sometime or other; 
ſiſter, we will trouble you to relate all that has 
happened to you, and the reaſons why, for ſo 
many years, you have ſo cruelly conceakd your- 
ſelves from us. Thank heaven, we behold you 
at laſt, and here your wandering muſt have an 

end, you and my dear niece (hall poſſeſs this 
apartment, and the aſſiſtance of all my fortune, 
till we hear from my lord marquiſs, and by the 
aid of heaven, and the intereſt of our friends 
at court, procure him eaſe at home, after all 
his fatigues, troubles, and misfortunes. Every 
thing we poſſeſs is yours, and at your com- 
mand, and my wife will now be happy indeed, 
with ſuch much loved companions. Theſe 
gentlemen alſo will, Pm ſure, ſtrive to make 

your reſidence agreeable— as long as they tarry 

with us— for I expect letters ſoon from m 
friends at London, which I hope will call them 
honourably into the world— though we ſhall 

all feel the loſs of their company. I obſcrved, 
with tranſport, that, at this declaration, my fair 
one turned pale, and with difficulty concealed 
a confuſion, that was ſo much obſerved, as to 
occaſion the dutcheſs to take her in her arms, 
ſaying— My neice, I perceive, has ſo much 
gratitude for her late deliverance, that the idea 
of ſoon parting with her couſins gives her pain. 
Indeed, madam, ſhe 7 returned, his grace 


has 
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has given me a ſenſible affliction in telling us 
what we muſt ſoon part with; but we muſt 
ſacrifice our own ſatisfactions to the welfare of 
thoſe we reſpect and value ſo highly. Abſent 
or preſent, lord George returned, we will ever 
hold my fair couſin in the warmeft place of our 
doſoms, and fly to the greateſt diſtance to ſerve 
her. Well, well, the marchioneſs cry'd, very 
gallant, indeed, on all ſides; no leſs could be 
expected from ſuch an #clairciſjement ns this. 
Breakfaſt ready put an end to this agreeable 
converfation, and that over, whilft the duke 
and- dutcheſs were ſettling their ſiſter's houſe- 
hald, appointing her ſervants, and contriving 
every way to accommodate their gueſts, agree- 
ably to their inclinations, we waited upon the 
oung lady, to ſhew her all the curioſities and 
Jeligbes of the houſe and gardens, which had 
never been ſo much enlivened before, as by her 
charming refleions and obſervations ; nor was 
\ ever ſuch ſoft melody heard in every walk, 
thade, or grove, as that of her enchanting voice. 
This employment held us till dinner, to which 
we came with added reliſh ; the amiable mo- 
ther and her daughter diffuſed new graces upon 
all the enjoyments we taſted, and the very ſer- 
vants of the family wore a more improved, en- 
Uivened air: Now Ware- hall, indeed, was u 
place to be envied, every hour flowed ſmoothly 
away, winged with complacent eaſe, bliſsful 
content, and joyous felicity. The quality and 
gentry all around, to whom the marchioneſs 
had been formerly known, crowded to pay 
their compliments to her; and as the * 
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alone had rendered himfelf obnoxious to the 
government, the miniſtry,. at the inſtances of 
the duke's friends, connived at her reſidence, 
and even ordered her a ſuitable allowance, or 
penſion, from her forfeited eſtates; ſo mild and 
placid was the government now grown, under 
the management of the illuſtrious Malpole. 

*T was now full a month ſince we leſt the 
marquiſs and Ranger in the condition already 
deſcribed; but ſeveral letters had paſſed be- 
tween us, in which we had acquainted them of 


all that paſſed, and theirs aſſured us of their 


recovery, and retirement to. the marquils's eſ- 
tate in Fife, full of ſhame and confuſion, and 


not daring to approach the duke's preſence. 


Parr had been over at Ware: hall, and certified 
the duke and dutcheſs of the reſtoration of 


their health; but that wiſe nobleman was ſo ir- 


ritated at his ſon, that he would not hear him 


mentioned afterwards for ſome time, ſeeming 


pleaſed, however, that he had not the auda- 
city to appear before, him. At length one marn- 
ing the marchianeſs, backed by her ſiſter and 
us, ventured to intercede for his pardon, en- 
forced by the intreaties of her charming daugh- 
ter. The duke replied, with ſome degree of 
auſterity, Madam, you are too good—but do I 
hinder his repairing to his mother, or bar his 
entrance to //are-hall, to fling himſelf at your 
feet? No—but I muſt have other proofs of 
his repentance before I ſee him or own him for 
my ſon—TI muft ſee a perfect alteration in his 
manner and behaviour : He has liberty to come 

#'k 1 biete 
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here— but I will not yet ſee him myſelf— A 
man that has dared to inſult you to uſe your 
daughter ſo vilzly— to attempt the murder of a 
brother, and of his fliend, who is equally dear 
to me— what is he to expect from the juſt 
judgnmeiit and indignation of a father! A fa- 
ther, who has, alas! been too kind to his faults. 
At this -conciulion— the tears ſtanding in his 
gyc:— he left the room, in a manner that de- 
clared plainly the diſturbance of his mind, 
which wonderfully affected all preſent. How- 
ever, ſeeing matters in this train, we begged 
leave of the ladies to let us go over to them, 
and carry their commands for the marquiſs to 
repair to T/are-hall, and, in the interim, be- 
ſought them ſtill further to ſollicit his pardon. 
The dutcheſs took this very kindly, and defar'd 
us to ſet out the next morning, adding 
And. bring that Ranger too— I eiteemed his 
father, who was a worthy, honeſt gentleman— 
but died too ſoon for his ſon's good. 
Accordingly we were preparing for our de- 
parture, when a ſervant of the marquiſs's deli- 
vercd lord George the following letter. 


Dr ar LoRD GEORGE, 


＋ Am jo uneaſy in the ſituation my d—n'd fro- 
licks have reduced me to, that I cannot bear 
it, nor the place of my reſidence : Me are deter- 
mined to come cver to Random-hall, and ſhall ſet 
out before this arrives. Pray let me ſee you there 
as foon as poſſeble, with Ramble; tis upon your 
Friendſbip to a couple of miſerable dogs, that Fs 
| A 


* * 


E 


FAMES RAMBLE, Eſy, nog 
depend for pardon of my juſtly incenſed father. 


Adieu. | 
Your affeftionate brother, 


This made us alter our plan, and therefore 
we ſet out upon the receipt of it to Random- 
hall, there to expect the exiles, if they were 
not arrived, without communicating it to the 


ladies. This feat was not many miles from the 


duke's, ſo that we ſoon got there, and found 
the gentlemen juſt arrived before us, and over- 
joyed to ſee us fo punctual. | 
We received them with as much politeneſs, 
as if the late affair had never happened, and 
they on their part, with a mixture of confuſion, 
and a ſhew of friendfhip, ſtil} at every word 
blaming themſelves, and praiſing our behaviour. 
Here we all agreed it would be proper for them 
to wait the iſſue of the ladies interceſſions with 
his grace in their favour, and agreed to ſpend 
a day or two with them in this baniſnment. 
We now gave them a more particular account 
of the diſcoværy made of the marchioneſs and 
her daughter, and alt that had occurred fince, 
proving the impoſſibility of keeping their ſecret 
as we had promiſed to do. They feemed both 
to be much moved with the ſtory - curſing their 
folly, and accufing themfelves for their vite be- 
haviour,. and it now being 4 proper time, we 


beſougbt them to let us know what their mo- 


tives had been to ſuch an action, and how they 
came to know the preciſe time of the ladies 
coming to Trudge's? with which the marquiſs 

| 9 A ac- 
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acquainted us in the following terms. You 
muſt know then, gentlemen, that we were 
accidentally, a long time ſince, hunting in the 
neighbourhood of K:!lham, and, the chaſe car- 
rying us that way, diſcovered at Trudge's two 
ladies, the youngeſt of whom we thought very 
handſome, and made no more bones, but fell 
upon them, and touzled them ſo much that 
they were forced to cry out for aſſiſtance. The 
farmer came, with a ſervant or two, at the call, 
all whom we very handſomely drubbed for their 
impertinence, and breaking into the houſe, had 
proceeded to further acts of violence, but that 
the intreaties of the fair ones bought us off. 
However, we determined to make a freſh at- 
tack the next day, but the purſuit of ſome other 
pleaſure prevented us. Sometime after we found 
the birds were flown, and reſolving to have 
them, at any price, upon their return, we tam- 
pered with Tradge, who expected them to call, 
or ſend for ſome valuable things they had left 
in his cuſtody ; and having corrupted him with 
a ſum of money, he not only undertook to give 
us notice of their arrival, but, if they only ſent, 
to dog the meſſenger till he had diſcovered their 
lurking: place. The raſcal alſo informed us of 
your attachment to them, and the methods you 
had taken to bring the affair before my father; 
fo *faith, George, for you know bad folks look 
upon alt others to be fo too, we directly con- 
cluded, notwithſtanding all your demureneſs, 
and that of your Et, that theſe were your 


filles de oye, and reſolved: to proſecute our re- 


verge upon them and you, and. in the mean 
time 
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time to be very ſilent and circumſpect before 


you, though it went againſt us to diflemble. 


When they arrived, our truſty agent immedi- 
ately let us know it, and ſhewed us a note, they 
had given him, to you, which we ordered him 
not to deliver, and which you had never ſeen, 
had not your ſervant difcovered the ladies ar- 
rival. That very night we made ſure” of our 
prey, in the manner you have been informed. 
A poor trembling partridge between the pounces 
of an hawk, was never fo ſcared as this couſin 


of mine; ſhe wept, ſhe tore her hair, and took. 


on ſo, that we thought ſhe would have died 
ſeveral times during our flight, and her beha- 
viour ſoon convinced us ſhe was not the perſon 
we took her for; however luſt, and the deſire 
of revenge egged us on, and, by G—d, ſhe 
would, at length, have loſt that jewel her ho- 
nour, if 'you had not croſſed us at Holy-Iſland, 
and prevented the further execution of our de- 
ſigns, for which we ſhall always continue to 
thank you ; for little could I dream I was go- 
mg to make a wh—e of ſo near a relation.” 
Here he ceaſed, and, with Ranger, made 
freſh proteftations of reformation. 

We could not help breaking out into invec- 
tives againſt the baſeneſs of Trudge, to whom 
the marchioneſs had been ſuch a benefactreſs, 
and who had alſo received ſome preſents from 
us; but Ranger cut us ſhort, by faying—=D—n 
the raſcal, what he did was natural enough ; 
we had thraſhed him well before—he found' he 
could obtain no remedy from your cautious be- 
baviour, and therefore OY took part with the 

8 5 ronger 
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ſtronger ſide — and let me tell you, in ſuch a 
caſe fifty guineas, well placed, for ſo much 
we gave him, will do wonders— With that ſum 
you might bribe any farmer in the county to 
turn pimp to his mother or ſiſter. We could 
find by this diſcourſe, what we had all along 
imagined, that their boaſted repentance was not 
of a genuine caſt, and that fear of the conſe- 
quences, was the ground work of all we. had 
perceived of their reformation. This gave us 
a good deal of pain; but we ftill thought it 
our duty to cheriſh their preſent diſpoſition, in 
hopes time might mature it into a real compunc- 
tion for their faults, and an entire forſaking of 
their vices. | 

We ſupported their wild, rambling conver- 


| ſation till we were tired, and *twas with plea - 


ſure we received notice the next morning, that, 
at the inſtance of the ladies, the duke had been 


ſoftened to ſupport an interview with the mar- 


quiſs. Ranger would gladly have been excuſed 
going to Ware. hall, but the marquiſs inſiſted 
upon it, telling him that he ſhould want his 
afiitance, and adding, D—me, Ranger, you 
are as deep in the mud as I am in the mire, and 
you ſhall have your ſhare of the chaſtiſement. 
In this temper they ſet out with us for Mare- 
hail, to which we were glad to return at any 
rate, for. as for my part, I already began to 
think abſence from the young marchioneſs al- 
molt inſupportable. As ſoon as we arrived, we 
(ent a ſervant up to acquaint the dutcheſs, but 
ſte had her inſtructions from the duke, and 
would not admit them to her preſence, before 

| he 
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he had ſeen them; and ſoon after word was 
brought for them to repair to his cloſet, We 
were pleaſed that we were not to be preſent at 
this ſcene, which could not be very entertain- 
ing to us, and therefore went to our apartment 
to ſhift our linen, and clean ourſelves. 
We heard afterwards that his grace talked to 
them in the manner they deſerved, and with ſo 
much reaſon and dignity, that they had no 
reply to make; mixed with ſevere threats to the 
marquiſs, if any more of his diſorders reached 
his ears. After this they received the dutcheſs's 
reproaches, and the duke carried them into the 
ladies apartinent, and made them, before him 
and her grace, aſk their pardon in the moſt 
humble manner, which they gave them, and 
then riſing, they were permitted to congratulate 
thoſe ladies upon their arrival at are hall, In 
ſhort, both Ranger and the marquiſs joined us 
again in the utmoſt confuſion, and not being 
able, for the preſent, to bear the place, ſet out 
again to ſpend a day or two at Ranger's ſeat, 
to which we excuſed ourſelves, though much 
preſs'd thereto, from accompanying them. 
A meſſage was ſent to Trudge the ſame day, 
to bring over all the marchioneſs's moveables 
that were at his houſe, with preciſe inſtructions 
to come in perſon ; and on his arrival, the duke 
took him to taſk in ſuch a manner, and threat- 
ened him ſo much, that he made a confeſſion 
of all his villainy, and returned into the hands 
of Mr Poundage, the n:oney he had received of 
the marquiſs and Ranger, who had orders to 
give twenty guineas of it to my man Fack, * 
NO 2 8 | e 
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the ſervices he had done, and to diſtribute the 
reſt to the poor families in the neighbourhood. 


Trudge retired, glad to get off ſo well, and pro- 
miſing for the future never 1 20 to offend; 


but as to the huſpandman who had brought the 
letter, and was deep in the ſcheme, he, not 
having any children, was given over to a re- 
cruiting party at Berwick, as a proper perſon to 
ſerve his majeſty, being ſuffered to carry off 
the five guineas he had received of Trudge, for 
his accommodation in the army. Thus juſtice 
being done on all ſides, we began again to en- 
Joy the delights of life, and the marquiſs com- 
ing home in a day or two, things run in their 
uſual channel at Mare- hall; and lord George, 
myſelf, and even the marquiſs, to make amends 
for his treſpaſs, contrived all the diverſions and 
entertainments poſſible, to make the abode of 
our new gueſts agreeable : Our gardens became 
the haunts of Phæbus and the tuneful nine, and 
muſic breathed through every vocal grove; par- 
ties of walking, riding, fiſhing, we made eve- 
ry day, and every hour ſtill more diſcovered 
the worth and ſuperior accompliſhments of the 
ſubject of all theſe aſſiduities. The duke and 
dutcheſs 23 partook of theſe gay de- 
lights, and expreſſed their approbation of our 
youthful pleaſures. Still IL was, amidſt all this, 
unhappy, and I ſecretly conſumed with a fire, 
that all my endeavours could not ſtifle. My 
timidity prevented a diſcovery of my paſſion to 
the charming object, whom I ſilently ſtrove by 
every art to make ſenſible, that my life depend- 
ed upon her favour: And though I could not 
com- 
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complain, for ſhe ſeemed, if any thing, to =_ 
fer my endeavours to oblige her, to thoſe of 
her couſins and Ranger, who was now and 
then admitted of our parties; yet methought 
her returns were too cold and indifferent ; nor, 
though ſhe ſeemed to ſeek my converſation, and 
even to court my preſence upon all occaſions 
to wander with me through the duſky groves, 
and twilight ſhades, could I dare veuture to diſ- 
cloſe my paſſion. Then I reflected upon her 
high quality, and her extraordinary merit—on 
my uncertainty of my own rank— on the du 
and regard due from me to the duke and dutch- 
eſs—I conſidered, therefore, an attempt to en- 
gage in an amorous commerce with his neice, 
as a piece of ingratitude, and preſumption un- 
pardonable, and could not help figuring to my- 
felf an haughty and contemptuous reply to an 
advances I ſhould make. In vain did I reflek 
over the encouragement given me by my friend 
— the occaſions on which I had been ſervice- 
able to the mother and daughter, and the eſteem 
they held me in; one moſt frequently callin 
me her ſon, in common with the duke 35 
dutcheſs, and the other pleaſantly calling me 
brother, and proteſting to lord George, that he 
ſhould not engroſs my whole heart, for half of 
it was her due. All this would never encou- 
rage me to a declaration of my flame. I grew 
melancholy— ſought out ſolitude— frequented 
the dutcheſs's bower in the orchard, the lodge 
in the park, and even ſhunned the ſociety of 
my friend, and of the adorable creature that 
was the cauſe of my diſturbance. Strange fan- 
taſtic 
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taſtick paſſion ! who can account for the effects 
thou produceſt upon our minds ? | 
This diſpoſition in me was ſoon taken notice 
of; my friend, not yet in love, could not ac- 
count for my behaviour from that cauſe, as he 
thought me happy beyond expreſſion in the con- 
verſation and good graces of his couſin, and 
therefore, with every body elſe, who knew the 
ſtory of my father, aſcribed it to a renewal of 
my grief on that account, and kindly endea- 
voured to baniſh my melancholy by all the 
ways they could deviſe; and my Suey, for ſo 
J venture] to ſilently ſtile her, ſeemed to par- 
take of my diſtreſs, and by her blandiſhments 
endeavoured to get the better of my chagrin. 
But all would not do, and I even frequently 
melted into tears when alone, at the cruelty, 
for ſo I called it, of my fate. One evening 
having left this agreeable company to nouriſh 
my ſad temper, by wandering alone through the 
thick mazes of the ſhady wood, I ſtrayed as far 
as the dutcheſs's bower in the orchard, and ſeat- 
ing myſelf on the verdant turfy bank, I pulled 
out the dear companion of my complaints, the 
in valuable reſemblance of my fair one, which I 
had reccived from her lovely band at Anftru- 
ther, and contemplating every line and feature 
of the adviable form, the heat of the day, to- 
gether with my wearineſs of mind, threw me 
into a flumber, before I was maſter of myſelf 
enough to ſecure the precious jewel. When I 
was miſled, every one pleaſantly determined to 
ſeparate, in order to ſeek me out, my friend, 
Who fit miſſed me, ſaying, it would be cruel 
not 
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not to endeavour to ferret me from thoſe haunts 
that nurſed my new diſtemper; and as kind 
providence would have it, the charming Su#ey 
took the way directly to the bower, where 1 

lay entranced, and dreaming of her matchleſs 
bcauties. The minute ſhe perceived my atti- 
tude, as ſhe afterwards informed me, ſhe ap- 
proached gently towards me, not willing to diſ- 
turb my repoſe, and ſeeing ſomewhat bright lie 
on one ſide of me, for it had fallen from my 


hand, took up the copy of her own perfeCtions. 


The minute ſhe caſt her eyes upon it ſhe was 
going to retire, but my good genius whiſpered 
ſome tender motions, and ſhe gently let her- 
ſclf fall upon the graſſy ſofa, ct Ah at me 
with the utmoſt intenſeneſs. Mean time, my 
face half turned from her, I began to wake, and 
thus exclaimed, Unhappy youth! why art thou 
ſo wretched! even ſleep continues thy ſorrows 
—nothing preſents itſelf to thee but the perfec- 
tions of this author of all thy woes— kind, 
compaſſionate, and benevolent to every one but 
thee! Ah! throw thyſelf at her feet-—if thou 
muſt die, let her know that it is for her ſake 
—that ſhe, the lovely innocent, is the cauſe of 
all thy pain! Thus grief is apt to break out 


into ſoliloquy, and the fullneſs of the mind 


will unpremeditatedly betray itſelf. Upon this, 
now thoroughly awakened, I turned about, in 
order to riſe; but, heavens! what were my 
thoughts to behold the amiable face of my an- 


gel, all covered with a crimſon dye, at being 


thus ſurprized with my picture in her hand, an 
in the utmoſt confuſion, unable to remove from 
| her 
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her ſeat. I immediately recollected myſelf, and 
flinging me at her feet, cried, Pardon nie, moſt 
adorable creature—you are witneſs to my crime 
— Oh! do not ſtrike me dead with your anger! 
I love, with an extremity of paſſion— but 
Here my tongue faulter'd, and Icouldſay no more, 
ſuch a ſudden trembling awe ſpread itſelf thro 
my whole frame, and my tears ſpoke the reſt. 
After ſome moments pauſe, looking cautiouſly 
about her, ſhe held out her hand to raiſe me, 
and ſaid, ten thouſand graces waiting on ber tongue, 
To be found here, and to pretend ignorance of 
what I have heard, would be to diſſemble—a 
crime I yet never knew, Yes, Mr Ramble, 1 
have heard enough to convince me, that | am 
innocently the cauſe of your unhappineſs. Should 
J not endeavour to reftore the eaſe of mind 
you have loft, I ſhould be ungrateful to the 
perſon who has ſhewn ſuch attachment to my 
perſon—that has gone thro' ſo many dangers to 
ferve me ! Services never to be obliterated fram 
my memory'! I am in this not like the gene- 
rality of my ſex . I cannot feign diſtaſte where 
I feel affection From the firſt time 1 ſet eyes 
upon you, I felt a tenderneſs that I ought not 
to expreſs —But ſhall I be aſhamed to acknow- 
tedge that as the daughter of the marquiſs of 

| , which I took pleaſure in before I knew 
the ſecret of my birth? No—and I have ſuch 
an opinion of your good ſenſe and diſcretion— 
ſuch a knowledge of your merit, that I think 
I hazard nothing by telling you, that I would 
court your eaſe and happineſs preferably to 4 
own. We are both at preſent unhappy— _ 
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under the ſame protecting roof — you, alas! have 
a fortune to ſeek, and T muſt wait for one 
which if I ever poſſeſs, ſhall be beſtowed no 
where but on you. The hand of heaven ſeems 
to have brought us here, and let us wait its fu- 
ture wiſe appointments with reſignation and 
prudence. Need I ſay more, my dear brother, 
10 I muft ſtill call you— return to your uſual 
eaſe of mind, which will more than any thing 
convince me of your love, and de upon 
it J will never be ungrateful. Here ſhe held 
out her hand again to ratfe me from the ador- 
ing poſture I ſtill continued in, which I ſeized 
and kiſſed with a rapturous acknowledgment. 
Ten thouſand times, in the wildneſs of my pre- 
ſent tranſports, I thanked the lovely fair vod 
eternal truth and.conftancy— and to be ruleti 
by all her ſage inimitable precepts! Love in- 
ſpired me, to ſay all that ſoftneſs and tendernefs 
could dictate; and when I led her from the 
dear conſcious bower! ever bleſſed retreat! ſure 
never was ſo happy, ſo bliſsful a mortal as I. 
Turning to the delightful ſpot, I cried, Hail, 
charming hade] mayſt thou flouriſh in eternal 
verdure! May the looſe or the prophane never 
tread thy ſacred carpet, but mayſt thou always 
be conſecrated to the peaceful joys of the vir- 
tuous and the fair! May we live to deck thee 
annually on this day, with all the pride of the 


| ſpring; and mayft thou inſpire that eaſe to e- 


very one that viſits thee, that thou haſt impart- 
ed to me. Ever remembered grove! ſince here 
the lovelieft of her ſex has ſpoke joy and peace 
to my ſou], end kindly bid me hope I 
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J was now rais'd to the ſupremeſt pitch of hu- 
man felicity, and fearful of diſcovering our un- 
uſual delight, after again and again repeating 
our mutual vows, we ſeparated, in order to re- 
turn by different routs to the houſe, where ar- 
riving ſoon after one another, great concern 
was expreſſed at our abſence, and as much plea- 
ſure at our arrival. All my cares being now 
flown, 1 joined with ſpirit in the converſation, 
and ſurprized my friend, and every one elſe, 
with my renewed vivacity, which {till encreaſed, 
by the enlivening glances beſtowed upon me, 
now and then, by my fair one. 

After we retired to our ſeveral apartments, 


lord George congratulated me upon my advan- | 


tageous change of temper, and I, not able to 
conceal any thing from him, told him all my 
happineſs. Save the joy I felt at my charmer's 
declaration, nothing ſure could equal his at this 
fortunate incident, which quite tranſported him, 
and folding me in his arme, he proteſted my 
ſituation affeted him with as much gratitude 
to his couſin as I could experience. He then 
paſſed abundance of encomiums on me—on her 
Von her virtue, good ſenſe and wiſdom, and 
ſaid he ſhould long for that day that ſhould u- 
nite us for ever. IP 

The next day a courier arrived from London 
to his grace, with advice that his majeſty com- 
manded him to repair to court, where ſame late 
inſtances of his behaviour in the county had 
been ſo favourably repreſented by the miniſter, 
and his friends, that a poſt of great conſequence 
was provided for him. The ſame courier brought 


two 
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two blank commiſſions, ſigned by his majeſty 
and the ſecretary of war, one for a company, 
the other for a captain-lieutenancy in one of 
the new regiments of marines, now to be rais'd. 
The duke received theſe orders with the reſpect 
and reverence due to his ſovereign, and was 
not a little pleaſed at the two commiſſions, 
which he had only at a diſtance ſignified to his 
friends his deſire of 9 the diſpoſal of. And 
now, turning to the dutcheſs, my dear, he ſaid, 
after ſo long an abſence from court, you are 
to prepare, with your ſiſter and neice, to leave 
| theſe rural ſeats, and a ſituation of life that 1 
ſhall regret parting with; but we muſt confider, 
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| perſons of our rank are not born merely for 
> ourſelves, but for the public, whenever we can 
) find opportunity to ſerve it: Otherwiſe, did I 
7 not know I was under ſuch an obligation, I pro- 
S teſt 'I would never deſire to leave Ware- hall, 
5 nor the ſociety, the much loved ſociety I am 
3 in, for the ſplendors of a court, and the noiſe 
4 and hurry of London, I believe we may yet 
: ſpend ſix or ſeven weeks here before we depart, 
1 nor ſhall theſe gentlemen go before us ; the en- 
r tcrtainment London will afford, will conſole us 
d in ſome ſort for their abſence, and we ſhall be 
6 daily in the track of advices from them, for I 
preſume they are intended for the Meſt-Indies, 
n which will be a hot ſcene of action. Ihen ſtep- 
* ping to his cloſet, he filled up the blanks in the 
e commiſſions, with the names of Lord George, 
d and James Ramble, Eſq; and immediately pre- 0 
„ ſented them to us. We received them with f 
e proper tokens of gratitude, and were congratu- 4 
it | | lated = 
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lated upon our new honours by all preſent, tho! 


I perceived the face of my fair one betrayed her 
fear of our being expoſed to danger, in a moſt 
endearing manner. He then acquainted the 
marquiſs that he ſhould firſt go to London with 
them, and then to the univerſity of Cambridge, 
at which he made a ſubmiſſive reverence, and 


concluded, Now, ſiſter, the wiſh'd for time is 


arrived, that I ſhall be able to ſerve the mar- 
quiſs my brother, if living, and make you hap- 
py in his preſence ; nor will I forget, if poſſi- 
ble to obtain an account of the cauſe of them, 
your worthy father's griefs, Capt. Ramble, who 
I ſuſpeR very much was dipped in the ſame un- 
fortunate affair of the year 1715; a time that 
rendered ſo many families unhappy, from their 
miſtaken notions of things, and their inatten- 
tion to the true intereſts of their country. My 
friend Poundage muſt be left my ſubſtitute in 
this part of the kingdom, nor can I intruſt my 
intereſts with a more faithful, or more approy'd 
ſervant, . 

The news of this alteration in the duke's 
affairs ſoon was known to the family and the 
neighbourhood, where great rejoicings were 
made, and our houſe was thronged with viſi- 
tants who came to pay their compliments upon 
the occaſion, by whom the two new officers 


were not forgot. My friend and I congratula- 


ted each other on our preferment, and I en- 
caged him to take a tour with me before our 
departure, to bid adieu to the beloved place of 
my former abode, which hitherto I had not had 


for- 
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fortitude enough to bear the ſight of fince my 
father's departure. | 
The minute I could diſengage myſelf from 
my friend, 1 repaired to the marchioneſs's a- 
partment, where luckily I found her charmin 
daughter alone; but in an attitude that diſtrac- 
ted my very ſoul: She was ſitting before a ta- 
ble, with her face reclined on one hand, whilſt 
the other was employed. in wiping the tears that 
flowed plentifully from her eyes. Such a ſight 
was enough to deprive me of all reſolution, 
and flinging myſelf at her feet, I cried, Good 
God! my angel, my better genius, what can 
diſcompoſe thus your charming mind ? I came 
to receive this commiſſion from your hands, 
flinging it upon the table before her, but now 
all joy is baniſhed from my breaſt to ſee you 
thus; ſure no foe to all that is good and excel 
lent has hurt your peace. O tell me why thoſe 
trickling tears, why this poſture and that look 
of diftreſs? Alas! Mr Ramble, ſhe returned, 
I am concerned you have diſcovered my weak- 
neſs— but was it poſſible for me to hear, un- 
moved, that you were deſtined for the Het 
Indies, and are likely to be hotly engaged a- 
gainſt our enemies, for ſo his grace ſaid ; I muſt 
own I can't bear the thoughts of your being 
expoſed to ſo much danger: The climate is 
alſo unwholſome, and my foreboding fears 
whiſper me that I ſhall never ſee you more; 
riſe, Sir, but don't attempt to comfort me; re- 
flections like theſe will never leave me any re- 
poſe, ſince the fatal minute you received this 
commiſhon—take it, Sir, may heavens: proſper 


you, 
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vou, and may you reap that honour and glory 


that you ſo thirſt after. I was ſtruck with the 


moſt lively gratitude and tenderneſs at this un- 
expected, and, to me, delightful diſplay of her 
regard for me, and fitting down by her, and 
taking her fair hand in mine, I ſaid all I could 
to chaſe away her infectious melancholy. I re- 


preſented, as to the climate, the many chances 


a man of temperance and ſobriety had of living 
and returning; avoiding vice of any kind, par- 


ticularly drinking to exceſs of ſtrong liquors ; 
keeping in the ſhade in mid-day, and barring 
the effects of the noxious dew at night, I ob- 


ſerved, was the ſecret of preſerving life in thoſe 
hot countries. That as to the fortune of war, 
it was ſo uncertain, that there was the utmoſt 
probability of returning unhurt, and that, warm- 
ed as I was with her favour and affection, ſhe 
might be certain that I would ſtudy my own 
preſervation in every reſpect, nor ever : expoſe 
myſelf to needleſs danger. Think, faireſt and 
beſt of women, I added, full of the idea of 
your charms— of the tranſcendent recompence 
that awaits my toils, how animated I ſhall be in 
the purſuit of honour, yet how cautious of run- 
ning into deſtruction. No, the ſame provi- 
dence that has protected us thro' ſo many diffi- 
culties, will preſerve me to be an exemplar of 


fidelity, of conſtancy, and the moſt ardent af- 


fection, to the moſt deſerving lady upon earth. 
Much more ] ſaid upon theſe heads, and, in fine, 


perfectly, for the preſent, calmed her mind. She 


then again aſked me to let her ſee the commiſ- 
fion, on which ſhe marked the initial letters of 
her 
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her name in pink-coloured filk, over the place 
where mine was firſt mentioned, and preſented 
it to me with an action that charmed me, ſay- 
ing, Now, my dear brother, whenever you 
ſurvey this warrant of your power and your 
duty, you will be reminded that another perſon 
beſide your king demands your ſervices; and I 
beſeech and command you, that the heat of 
youth never carry you beyond the bounds of 
temperance and prudence, which, if it does, 
you will make me wretched. Remember that 


the woman you ſay you love, waits with ten- 


derneſs and anxiety your return, to reward all 
your toils and all your cares, and let that be 
a conftant inducement to you to conſult your 
health and ſafety. Heavenly maid, Ireturned, 
my enchanting fair! when I forget one of 
your precious inſtructions, may I ceaſe to ex- 
1ſt! Yes, cheared as my ſoul is by thy in- 
Auence, though it be ftimulated to dare any 
thing in the race of honour to merit thee! 
Thy commands ſhall regulate my conduct; 
and though abſent from all I adore, thy cau- 


tions and thy precepts ſhall ftem the torrent 


of youthful ardour, if imminent danger ſtares 
me in the facez and running to her buroe, 
where was an ink-ftand, I immediately wrote 


the following lines, extempore, and preſented 
t9 her , 


Soul of my life, maſt le d, enchanting maid! 

To merit thee is honour's call obey de 

But thy around the fatal bullets play, 

And the thinn d ranks confeſs the direful day; 
Vor. II. G "=o 
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 Tho' the loud cannon burſts with deaf* ning rear, 
And wings each deathful ball from ſhore to ſhore ;' 
Safe 9 unhurt, the influence of thy charms 

Will fhield thy Ramble from impending harms: 

Tho! ſcorching ſuns, perpetual, er him glow, 
Nor chearing winds in cooling currents Blu-; 
Tho fultry plagues corrupt the tainted air, 
Still ſhall 1 live to bleſs my matchleſs fair! 
And, oh] may this dread Te ne er conſpire 
To baniſh from thy breaſt love's ſacred fire; 
Still may it flame, and never know decay, 


Bright as thy lovely ſeſf, with pureſt ray, 
And all my cruel toils at length repay. 


She read theſe lines with prodigious pleaſure, 
and ſtepping to her buroe, ſoon returned with 


the following. 


Thou ſovereign author of my weal or 100e ! 
The drear the abſence I muſt undergo, 
| Yet will I flrive to flifle grief, nor mourn, 
E xpeftant always of thy wiſh'd return: 
4 May every glory thy deſervings crown ! 
Ad every action add to thy renown! 
ü And the to diſtant ſkies and climes you rove, 
ö Ah neer forget with how much truth T love. 
% Preſerve him, heaven] preſerve my noble fwain! 
And, tomy conflant pray rs, return him ſafe again! 


1 


My reader may conceive the joy with which 
I peruſed theſe lines, and I was gong to return 
| her my ſincereſt and tendereſt acknowledg- 
ments, when the marchioneſs entered the room; 


F to whom, in order to giye my Sukey time for 
. | re- 
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recollection, I addreſſed myſelf, telling her, as 


I was going to battle ſoon, I had waited upon 


her lovely daughter, defiring her to accept of 
me as her knight, and to permit me to lay the 
trophies I might gain at her feet, not doubting 
but the influence of her charms would make 
me ſucceſsful in my warfare. ; 

What I ſaid, with ſuch an air of pleaſantry, 
was, to my ſurprize, anſwered in the follow- 
ing ſerious manner. Why, thou ſhalPt be her 
knight, and no body elfe— I hope, my dear, 
to ſee thee return in a condition worthy that 
title; who knows, added ſhe with a ſigh, but 
one day or other may confer a more tender 
one upon thee. I ſee what I ſay does not diſ- 
pleaſe either of you, and I aſſure you both, you 
cannot give me greater joy than by nouriſhing 
the regard you have for each other. 

This excellent lady was proceeding, when 
the duke, dutcheſs, marquiſs, and lord George, 
entered the room, and the former ſaid Now, 
dear ſiſter, we are come to put you in mind 
of relating your adventures, and thoſe of this 
young lady, if it is agreeable to you— She 


immediately conſented, with a ſmile, and, be- 


ing all ſeated, begun as follows in the next 
chapter, 
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CHAP. XXXVI 
The Adventures of the Marchioneſs =——, 


IJ OU are ſo well acquainted with the mo- 


tives to my lord marquiſs's attachment 
to the Stuart's family, and the tranſactions of 
the late rebellion, that I ſhall not begin my nar- 
ration higher than the battle of SHeri f- AMAuir, 
which put a period to the hopes of the party. 
But I muſt acquaint you, my lord duke, that 
my huſband before that action, grew heartily 
ſick of his company, and often complained of 
the arrogance of Marr, and the folly of his 
conduc, and when he had converſed ſome time 
with the Chevalier, after his arrival, I remem- 
ber he made uſe of theſe remarkable expreſſions. 
A poor tool, indeed! fitter to be prior of a monaſ- 
tery than a king ; but we're in for it, and muſt 
en, now, 'tis too late for repentance. 

After that deciſive action my lord found 
means to eſcape to France, whilſt I, you are 
ſenſible, threw myſelf upon your goodneſs at 
Mare- hall, where I continued happy in con- 
tant proofs of yours and my ſiſter's affection, 
for near two years, till the marquis, who had 
in vain wrote for me to come to France, and 
who could be eaſy no longer without the ſight 
of me, found means to flip over to England, 
and unexpectedly ſurprized and pleaſed us with 
his company at Hare hall, and there, he had 
taken ſo many precautions to conceal his arrival, 


We 
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we might have remained to this day, eaſy and 
fecure, if the haughty and paſſionate temper of 
my dear lord had not prevented it. Perhaps, 
my lord duke, it is the greateſt trial I have to 


undergo in this relation, that I ſhall be forced 
to cenſure ſome paſſages in the conduct of a 


man I ſo dearly and fo tenderly love— at this 


the tears ſtarted into her eyes, but ſoon reſum- 
ing herſelf ſhe proceeded— Both you, and my 


ſiſter, and all the family, ſtudied to make our 
abode agreeable to us; but this dear man, al- 
ways upon ſome new ſcheme, determining to 
vilit Scotland, there to endeavour privately to 
ſettle ſome affairs, had the conſequences of ſuch 
a journey repreſented to him by all of us, and 
tho* I, with tears, and upon my knees, beſought 
him not to venture, ſtill he perſiſted in his pro- 
jeR, and made a requeſt to you, by which you 
juſtly ſuppoſed he was going again to light u 

names in his ſuffering country, This requeſt, 
you may remember, was the loan of 40001. a 


| fum which you was ſenfible he had no preſens 


occaſion for himſelf, and that, had it been em- 


ployed in his purpoſes of revenge, would havs 


proved your own ruin. You, with proper firms 
neſs, and with the moſt mild, yet cogent rea- 
ſons, denied him; and ſome heated exprefſiong 
paſſing between you upon the occaſion, he im- 
mediately came to my apartment, the very 
room we are now in, and with a voice and 
accent that made me tremble, ſaid, Come, ma- 
dam ! let us fly this place— which it no longer 
worthy of your prefence. I have liv'd to expert- 
ence, that the ties of 1K and friendſhip no lon- 
7 3 
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ger bind than fortune ſmiles upon us ; but if I 


ever more enter theſe doors, or hold mr rn | 
with the inhabitants of this houſe, may I never 

proſper or ſucceed in any of my enterprizes. So 
ſaying, all wild with reſentment, he made me 
pack up the few valuables I had, which laying 
upon Fernkins's ſhoulder, who you know was 
the only domeſtic we retained about us, and 
not ſuffering me to take my leave of you, 
which was the utmoſt grief to me, we ſallied 
forth, and walked all the way on foot till we 
came to Branklon, where we procured horſes, 
and, notwithſtanding all our joint repreſentati- 
ons, he would crofs the Tweed and enter Scot- 


land, though ſo well known there as to make 


his concealment impoſſible. In ſhort, my lord 


duke, ſince the firſt my he entered into the 


ſcheme of reſtoring the Chevalier de St George, 


I have had reaſon to complain that this excel- 


lent and good man, this kind and ever valued 
huſband, has ſhewed a heat and waywardnefs 


of temper that has inclined me, in my melan- 


choly hours, to think his misfortunes have had 
a baneful effect upon his reaſon. Nothing now 
would do but he muſt bend his courſe to my 
father's, where he hoped to hear tidings of my 


drother in-law, the earl of, ſuppoſing 


him to have concealed himſelf thereabout. We 
arrived at my native ſeat that evening, and 
found a very cordial reception; but it was only 
from the tceth outward ; for my father, tho” 
you are ſenſible he leaned to the ſame fide, yet 
after matters had terminated to the advantage 
of the reigning family, endeavoured by all 

| means 
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means to do ſervices for, and curry favour with 
the government: He therefore ſent his gentle- 
man with a meſſage to the marquiſs the next 
day, acquainting him, that he was welcome to 
flay a day or two, if he was prudent and kept 
_ within doors; but that after he had refreſhed him- 
ſelf, he would have him depart, with his unhap- 
py daughter, ſo he ſtiled me, becauſe he could not 
anſwer ta his allegiance the harbouring us, and 
ſhauld be obliged to give a” account of us to the 


commander in chief, fo: his 9wn ſafety, if we 


tarried longer under his ro, | 

I muſt own I never was ſo ſhocked in my 
life, and the inhumanity of my father oppreſſed 
my ſpirits ſo much, that 1 fell back into a 
ſwoon on the bed where I was fitting. It was 
indeed in him ungrateful and cruel, as the mar- 
quiſs, ſince our marriage, had ferved him on 
many occaſions, and generouſly relinquiſhed 
the half of my fortune in favour of my ſiſter, 
the counteſs of — ; but ambition and a- 
varice will deaden and expunge from the ſoul 
the moſt natural and tender propenſities, I 


was as much in haſte, when I came to myſelf, 


to quit this houſe, as the marquis was, tho” not 
from ſo juſtifiable motives, to quit //are-hall, 
and ordering the good Ferkins to get our horſes 
ready, we ſet out without waiting upon my 
father, tho” I left a letter, that I have heard ſince 
coſt him ſome tears. We were the readier to 
quit this ſpot, as we could hear no tale nor 
tidings of my brother in-law or ſiſter, which 
much ſurprized us, ſeeing the marquiſs was po- 
{tive they had never yet been in France. 
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From my father's, travelling moſtly in the 
night, we got as far as Appin in the highlands, 
where we were in hopes we ſhould not only 
meet with a ſafe retreat, from: a gentleman 
under many obligations to the marquiſs, but 
alſo a ſupply of 8001. which he had in his 
hands of his, and of which we began to be in 
ſome want. Jenkins had inſtructions to go firſt, 
and ſound him as to the reception we might 
expect, which wrong” wo," he did; but informs 
ed us at his return, that he would by no means 
have us put ourſelves into his hands, deſcribing 
the ſurprize and confuſion he expreſſed at the 
fight of him, and the perceivable embarraſſment 
he was under, by which we plainly perceived 
it would not be ſafe to make oz:rſelves known 
to him and therefore, in all haſte, we turned 
off towards Inverneſs; and it was well we came 
to this reſolution, for the next day we heard 
at Kenneth Macdonald's, a tenant of the mar- 
quiſs's, where we quartered in ſecurity, that 
the whole country was up and after the mar- 
quiſs, ſuch ſpeedy intelligence had been given 
by this falſe, this baſe man, of our being ſome- 
where in the highlands, which he conjectured 
by 7enkins's appearance there. The ſecond day 
the ſearch was continued fo ſtrictly, that we 
were obliged to ſet out in the middle of the 
night, my huſband changing clothes with me, 
and I riding in his character, and, by the bleſ- 
ſing of heaven, got ſafe to Peterhead in a few 
days, where, at the houſe of Sir A 
we met with that repoſe that had ſo long been 
3 ſtranger to us. Thro' all theſe dangers, dif- 

| | ficulties, 
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ficulties, and fatigues, heaven gave me ſtrength 
and reſolution, ſuperior to my ſex, to ſupport 
them. Indeed, I tenderly loved the dear au- 
thor of my pains, and was reſolved never more 
to be ſeparated from him, and this was what 
kept up my ſpirits. Nor could any teſtimonies 
of affection equal thoſe I received from him in 
this diſtreſs He did me all the moſt menial 
ſervices—he poured the balm of love into my ſoul, 
and hugged me to my reſt, and, as he ſaw it gave 
me pain, he forebore to ſhew his uſual impa- 
tience, his paſſionate and reſentful temper, ba- 
ting which circumſtances,. permit me to ſay, 
never was a more excellent and worthy man 
breathing. But your graces remember him too 
well to need any recapitulation of his virtues 
and graces.—At this ſentence the dutcheſs could 
not refrain from tears, in which ſhe was joined 
by the mother and her amiable daughter. 
We found now, ſhe continued, that Scot- 
land, as well as England, would be unſafe for 
us to ſtay in long, and therefore the marquiſs, 
by the advice of his friend, endeavoured to ſup- 
ply himſelf with a ftock of caſh ſufficient for 
our occaſions, from thoſe to whom he had con- 
fided his ready money; and not finding any 
more ſuch black ingratitude as at Appin, he had 
the good fortune to recover near 3oool. with 
which we embarked, privately, in a fiſhing 
veſſel, after bidding a tender * to the good 
baronet, and arrived ſafe in three days at Dun- 
kirk, and immediately taking poſt-chaiſes we 
ſet out for Paris, and hiring a hotel, began to 
recover ourſelves from our paſt anxieties, We 
| G5 lived 
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tived in the happieſt ſituation for three years 
in this city, (highly reſpected by the miniſtry, 
as we aſked no favours) and careſſed by the 
Whole court, and here I was delivered of this 
pledge of our mutual affection, this daughter, 
who was deſtined to comfort me in all my af- 
flictions. | 
Tho' living is not over dear at Paris, yet the 
generoſity of the marquiſs to his countrymen, 
under the ſame misfortunes, and that univerſal 
benevolence of temper that he poſſeſſes, began 
to decreaſe our little ftock apace, and as he 
had not thought proper to cloſe with ſome pro- 
poſals made him by the Engliſb miniſtry, which 
included conditions that he thought wounded 
his honour too deeply, he now began to think 
of applying for a regiment at the court of 
France, for the ſupport of his family and his 
rank; for tho' often urged by me, he perſiſted 
in his reſolution of not correſponding with you 
or my father, from whom I now make no doubt 
of his receiving proper ſupplies. Nay he had 
entertained ſo mean an opinion, of late, of the 
abilities of the chevalier, and the politics of his 
adherents, who made a ridiculous appearance 
in France, that he for ſome time had declined 
any intereſt in the one, or converſation with 
the other, and was often involved in ſuch deep 
melancholy, when reflecting on the ruin he had 
brought upon himſelf and family, that requir'd 
all my ſoothing tenderneſs to diffipate it. 

The regent, the moſt double dealing man a- 
live, was ſo ſenſible of his merit, and the great 
fortune and high rank he had forfeited at _—_ 

| that 
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that he ſoon obtained his deſire, and with it 
the government of the iſles of St Marguarite. 
And now I ſoon perceived a total change in his 


mind; he had, after many ſtruggles, reaſoned 
himſelf out of the haughty fretfulneſs and im- 
patience of his temper z he grew plactd, mild, 
and eaſy in his preſent condition, and one day, 
taking me in his arms, with a rapturous emo- 
tion of tenderneſs, cried, O my deareſt Maria 
at length you have conquered me! Your pa- 
tience, your magnanimity, under our misfor- 
tunes, has at length taught me to bear them 
like a man! Farewel all the pomp and ſplen- 


dor of life— farewel dangerous ambition, and 


hated politics; for the future Pll ſtudy my 
real happineſs better, and repay thee all the 
tenderneſs I owe thee, thou excellent woman! 
Believe me, ſo great an alteration made him 
ſtill more dear to me, 1 folded him to my bo- 
ſom, and thought myſelf now the happieſt wo- 
man breathing; my hours flowed in uninter- 
rupted content, I forgot the rank 1 formerly 
poſſeſſed, was conſtantly, buſied in the care of 
my family and my daughter, and in pleaſing this 
much loved man: But the death of the regent; 


who had been more a friend to the marquiſs 


than to any of the Scotch exiles, ſoon altered 


our ſcene of life, and once more forced us to 


ſeek a place of reſidence. In ſhort, my huf 
band ſtood fo ill with the fucceeding miniſtry, 


that he loſt his regiment and government, and 


was reſolved to retire from Paris. Aceording- 
1 diſpoſed of our eſſects, and ſet out for 
iaix, a place in which, during his former 
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Ray in France, he had contracted ſeveral friend- 
ſhips, and the fituation of which pleaſed him, 
For my part, it was all one to me where I re- 
ſided, ſo that J enjoyed the company of my 
huſband and daughter, though I frequently ſent 
a wiſhing ſigh after my relations at home, par- 
ticularly you, my lady dutcheſs; but ſtill was 
fearful of moving a reconciliation with his grace, 
leaſt his old temper ſhould afreſh break out into 
expreſſions of fury and reſentment. 
All this time we never heard a ſyllable either 
of the earl or counteſs of —=——, which great- 
ly ſurprized us, eſpecially as we had never been 
able to conjecture the methods they had taken 
to conceal themſelves ſo cloſely from friend and 
foe, all which, however, we reflected upon as 
an inftance of that uncommon wiſdom and 
_ prudence, wherewith both this dear brother and 
ſiſter were bleſſed in a remarkable degree. | 
Soon after our arrival at Morlaix, the faith- 
ful and excellent Jenkins, the beſt of friends 
and ſervants, left us, at his requeſt, to ſee an 
aged parent, as he ſaid, whom ſince I never ſet 
eyes on. I am charmed to hear of his havin 
been ſo happy in Mr Rambles Wu and 
hope J ſhall live to ſee him again, and expreſs 
the grateful ſenſe I have of his good qualities. 
At Morlaix, for ſome months after our arrival, 
we were honourably entertained at the marquiſs 
Du Pres, a nobleman of great poſſeſſions in 
that province, who would not ſuffer us to take 
an houſe, but inſiſted upon our making uſe of 
that he had in town, and another at ſome miles 
diſtance in the country, For all this m = 
rien 
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friend had behaved unexceptionably, till unhap- 
pily he conceived a paſſion for me, which hur- 
ried him into fatal extravagancies, at laſt coſt 
him his life, and once more turned us into the 
wide world, as fugitives and wanderers, He 
had ſeveral times ventured to talk to me upon 
the ſubject of his paſſion, which I bore with a 
generous diſdain and contempt, fearing by any 
word or look to betray his inſolence to the 
marquiſs, who leaſt of all could brook ſuch a 
behaviour to his wife; but unfortunately for Dx 
Pre, he took ſome liberties one day when he 
found me alone in my chamber, which obliged. 
me to break from him, and fly, in the utmoſt 
diſorder, and the minute I got upon the ſtair- 
caſe, who ſhould preſent himſelf but my huſ- 
band, juſt returned from the chace, who, ſtaring 
at the figureImade, ſtood ſtock ſtill with amaze- 
ment, whilſt the tears, perforce, trickled from 
my eyes. Du Pre, blind to his fate, ſoon fol- 
lowed me, to try to appeaſe my wrath, and be- 
came a ſpectator of the attitude we were in; 
but not without the marquiſs's obſerving that 
he came from my apartment. You may gueſs 
that a man of his temper, and fond of me to 
diſtraction, ſoon reſolved what behaviour to 
aſſume; he took me by the hand, led me back to 
my apartment, paſſing by Du Pre with a me- 
nace in his face that the other too plainly un- 
derſtood, and locking me in, with my maid and 
Child, ſent a meſſage to him, which obeying, 
he was left breathleſs by the marquiſs's ſword 
in a wood at the back of his own houſe. For 
above two hours I was lamenting the * 
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that might enſue, when, at length, my huſ- 
band returned with a ſmiling countenance, and, 
without a word, packed up all our clothes and 
jewels, and carried me directly the back way 
to the port, where he had ſecured a paſlage in 
a fiſhing veſſel for Havre de Grace in Norman- 
dy, where we arrived without any accident, and 
then, and not before, I underſtood the deſtiny 
of Du Pre. I was concerned beyond meaſure 
at his unfortunate cataſtrophe, but ſtill more 
for the danger of the marquiſs, who, by this 
time, had vigilantly been ſeeking for a paſſage 
to any place out of the French territories, and 
moſt fortunately lighting of one Maclelan, maſ- 
ter of a Scotch brig, who had juſt completed 
his lading, prevailed upon him, for a round 
ſum, to put us over immediately to Dover, for 
which port the wind ſtood fair, and which we 
ſafely gained, without any ſiniſter accident, to 
our great tranſport. Never was joy like mine, 
I was now in my native country, and hoped 
ſome kind influence or other would continue us 
there, and afford my huſband reſt after all his 
fatigucs. NE 41149 
We thence made our way to Canterbury; 
but, alas! the malice of fortune had not yet 
ceas'd purſuing us, Maclelan, who brought us 
over, knew the marquiſs, and being under ſome 
cloud with the government for frauds commit- 
ted in the cuſtoms, thought to make his peace 
by ſacrificing him to their reſentment, and ac- 
cordingly betray'd the place of our reſidence. 
But here I cannot enough acknowledge the ſer- 
vice done us by the viſcount , who diſ- 
patched 
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patched an expreſs to us, adviſing us to make 
the beſt of our way to ſome place of ſecurity, 
and informing us that meaſures were taken to 


ſecure the marquiſs's perſon, warrants being al- 
ready iſſued for that purpoſe. By continuing 


together, it would have been vain for him to 
pretend to eſcape, we therefore, after the bit- 
tereſt tears ever ſhed, and having divided our 
ready money, with aching hearts bid adieu to 
each other, I taking the rout of Scotland, and 
he, in a proper diſguiſe, ſetting out for London, 
where he told me he would embark for Spain 
or Italy, and would then let me know his place 
of abode, and ſend for me to him. Alas! ſince 
that ſorrowful moment, I have never had the 
leaſt tidings of him, notwithſtanding I have 
courted the welcome intelligence, by writing 
to every part of theſe countries, and Franca, 
where I had any correſpondents. The hopes 
of his being till living, alone prolongs my wo- 
ful days, and makes me endeavour to ſtruggle 


with hateful life.— Here, once more, the tears 


trickled down her cheeks, and all preſent ſym- 
-pathized in her grief. | 
After a little pauſe ſhe again reſumed her ſtory. 
For ſeveral yeais after this cruel ſeparation I liv'd 
quite unknown and unnoticed, with a wo 
widow lady at Anſtruther, being careful to con- 
ceal myſelf from all the world, and particularly 
from you, through a punctilio of not doing 
that in the abſence of the man I love, that he 
would not ſuffer me to do when preſent, tho” 
the conſtraint I thereby impoſed upon myſelf 
was terrible. In this retreat my dear daughter 
grew 
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pered that my brother, the earl of 
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grew up, with advantages that declared the race 
ſhe ſprung from, and, in part, attoned for the 


conſtant pain of mind, and the anxiety I endur- 


ed; but I took ſo much care to conceal her 


quality from her, fearing ſhe would never live 


to enjoy it, and- willing to prepare her for a 
contented obſcurity of life, by which ſhe might. 
avoid the miſeries her mother underwent, that: 
till the late happy diſcovery ſhe never knew me 
by any other name than that of Mrs Johnſon, 
and believed: her father to be only a private 
gentleman under misfortunes. | 
What money I had lafted me, with cecono- 
my, notwithſtanding: I brought my daughter: 
up as became a. gentlewoman, and ſpared no- 


expence in her education, till within a year of 


this time; ſince which I have been obliged, at 


times, to part with ſome of my leſs valuable 


jewels for our ſupport. The reaſon of our 
coming to reſide with Trudge, was a certain in- 


clination that led me, I don't know how, to 


ſpend ſome time in the neighbourhood of places 
once ſo dear to me, and as I had heard whiſ- 
„ was 
ſomewhere in theſe parts, which he had made 
his conſtant reſidence ſince his attainder; but 
whom [I have hitherto ſought in vain. Here it 
was that I firſt ſaw: theſe two young gentlemen, 
and before I knew who they were, both my- 


ſelf and daughter conceived a tender regard for 
them; a regard which was ſtill heightened, 


more and more, by a view of their virtues and 


merits, the after knowledge of my near rela- 
tion to one of them, and the obligations, the 


1 


invaluable obligations, that the native benevo- 
tence of their hearts have induced them to con» 


ter upon us. How can my gratitude ſay too 
much in praife of the preſervers of my life 


of my daughter's— of thoſe by whoſe means 1 
have her again reſtored to me, after having ſo 
cruelly loft her, and who have alſo reſtored to- 
us my lord marquiſs, worthy, now, of all our 
love and efteem. The hand of providence: 
ſeems to have brought all theſe wonderful in- 
cidents to paſs in our favour, that I may not re- 
linquiſh my reliance upon its mercies; but as 
J have recovered a brother and ſiſter I ſo much 
eſteem, and am ſo advantageouſly ſituated as to 
my circumſtances, I may wait with reſignation: 
and patience the bliſsful moment, that ma 

give to my arms the beſt of huſbands, if ſti 


alas k bs inhabits theſe regions of mortality, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


The marehioneſs concludes her flory—IWe are dif- 


ferently alfectel with it— Lord George re. 
members Mr Goodman— A meſſenger diſ- 
patched to him— returns with a melancholy ac- 
count— We ſet out to viſit the place of my na- 
 tivity—l am greatly aſfected with the fight of it. 
— Arrive at *ſquire Chaſe's— Our reception 
— Go over to Mr Sly's— Death of parſon 
Goodman and Rachael— His »interment— 


Take leave f our friends — Return to Ware- 


hall Provide for another clergyman— Set 


out on our journey to London, after taking leave 


of our friends. | 


HUS this amiable lady concluded her 
ſtory, and left us all deeply affected with 

her misfortunes. The duke and dutcheſs preſ- 
ſed her in their arms with the utmoſt affection, 
and bleſs'd God that, at length, ſhe had enter'd 
a port of reſt, and again and again proteſted 
their love for this cruel brother, as they called 
the marquiſs. The young marchioneſs ſilently 
dropped tears throughout the intereſting narra- 
tion, which let her into the thorough know- 
ledge of her rank and ſituation; lord George 
and myſelf ſympathized, with weeping eyes, 
and melting hearts over the moving tale, and 
even the marquiſs confeſs'd more — than 
ever I knew him capable of before. We all, 
in our turns, expreſſed our joy at the happy 
concluſion of the diſtreſſes of theſe _— la- 
| les; 
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dies; and the marquiſs, in a very polite and 
gracious manner, again begged pardon for his 
uſage of his couſin, and added, that he hoped 
his grace's example and inſtructions would ſe- 
cure him from any future follies. His aunt 
vowed ſhe had long forgotten all that had paſt, 
and, embracing him, preſented him to her 


daughter, who in the moſt engaging manner 


teſtified her having burfed in oblivion all his 
crimes. Then turning to us, with an action as 


ſtrange as unexpected, conſidering who it was, 


he ſaid, And now, my lord, and captain Ram- 
ble, permit me to make a third in a friendſhip 
that has always been my envy ; and by copy- 
ing your excellencies, pethaps I may be in- 
ſured from ever falling into any — in the 
future part of my life. Language can't deſcribe 
the pleaſing aſtoniſhment theſe words of the 
marquiſs cauſed in all preſent, and the anſwer 
he received from us, expreſſed the joy we con- 
ceived at his propoſal, in terms of the livelieſt 
ſatisfaction. The duke advancing towards him, 


cry'd out, taking him by the hand, My dear 


lord, you have given me more pleaſure by ſhew- 
ing this generous turn of mind, than ever you 
did before, and I aſſure you it ſhall efface from 
my breaſt any prepoſſeſſions to your prejudice: 
Yes, my ſon, you begin to convince me, that 
you are capable of owning yourſelf in an error, 
which is one of the firſt ſteps to reformation : 
Go on, fir, and become worthy of the honours 
to which you are born, and let theſe compani- 


ons of your youth be the ſtays and friendly props 


of your age. An union of ſuch friendly fra- 
ternity 
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ternity cannot fail of drawing down the bleſ- 
fings of God upon your heads. | 
"Theſe words were ſcarce out of the duke's 


mouth, before Mr Poundage entered the room, 


to acquaint his grace, that the incumbent of a 
very good living in his gift had deceaſed three 
days before, and to preſent him three or four 
letters, that were already arrived from ſome of 
the neighbouring great men, to ſolicit in behalf 
of the perſons they recommended therein. He 
Had no ſooner withdrawn, than lord George ad- 
dreſſed his father in theſe terms: I beſeech your 
grace to hear me a few words upon this topic, 
before you determine your choice. My friend 
here, in the infancy of our connection, intro- 
duced me to the converſation of an old and re- 
verend clergyman, who had been his tutor, 
with whoſe innocence and — of man- 
ners, and great piety and virtue, I was fo 


charmed and edifice, wat 1 rewivea me nit 


opportunity to recommend him to your grace's 
notice. He has all his life been conſigned to 
an obſcurity, that permitted not his good quali- 
ties to appear in full luſtre, and is now very 
ancient; but let me intreat your grace to beſtow 


your preſentation upon him, that he may have 


the ſatisfaction of ſpending his few remaining 


days more comfortably than, I fear, he has his 


former years. The duke, with the utmoſt 
goodneſs, firſt aſking the marquiſs if he had a- 
ny one to ſpeak in behalf of, and being an- 


ſwered in the negative, and that he joined in 


his brother's requeſt, which he did with abun- 
dance of politeneſs, ſaid, Well, I will oblige 
you 
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you and your friend, not doubting the juſtice 
of your character, and therefore diſpatch a meſ- 
ſenger to the gentleman, with inſtructions to 
wait upon me immediately. 

This inſtance of my friend's regard to a man 
I ſo much valued, and his remembrance of the 

| promiſe he ſo long ago made the old gentleman, 
gave me a greater ſatisfaction than I was able 
to expreſs. At length I ſaid all that a grateful 
mind could dictate to him to the duke and 


| 

] 

the marquiſs, and the minute we left the com- 

pany, I diſpatched my man Fact over to my 

; good maſter's with a letter, in which I gave 

] him tidings of his happy fortune, and beſought 

- him to come over to 7/@re-hall with the meſs 

- ſenger; and — age had rendered old Pye- 

hall unſerviceable, I ordered him to carry over 

* the beſt gelding in the ſtables for the old gen- 

0 tleman's accommodation. In ſhort, I was ſo 

lt wrapped up in the idea of making my worthy 

% old tutor happy, who to that character joined, 

0 in my faithful remembrance, that of the friend 

* of the dear father I had Joſt, that I anticipated 

y all the paſſages that I thought would occur in ; 

= this meeting, and delighted myſelf with the 

_ ſurprize I imagined the noble family would ex- if 
, preſs, at the ſight of ſo much primitive honeſ- 1 
'S ty and integrity; and my lord George was as 1 
i impatient as myſelf for his arrival, counting e- i 
. very hour till we thought he was near us. A- 1 
1. las! how flecting are all our joys, how tranſi- 1 
tn ent our pleaſures! Tack returned in a day and 1 
. half, but with a countenance of ſuch concern, | 
ge that I at once, turning to my friend, cry'd out, 


o the 
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the minute I ſaw him, Gracious God! the 
good old man then is gone to heaven! Nor 
could I reſtrain the tears, which trickled down 
my cheeks at this mee apprehenſion; and 
indeed it was little otherwiſe with him, for this 
truſty ſervant informed us, that he found him 
in bed, violently ill, but thoroughly ſenſible ; 
and that when his daughter told him who he 
came from, he appeared ſo overjoyed at the 
mention of my name, that it had like to have 
overcome him; but when he read the letter, 
which he did with ſome difficulty, he cried 
out, Gracious heaven! protect this dear youth, 
and his worthy and noble friend ! and make me 
thankful that they do not forget me in my old 
days! though I find I ſhall not live to reap the 
fruits of their kindneſs. My friend draw near, 
he continued, with as much ſtrength as he 
could expect, and tell my dear pupil that I am 
going the way of all fleſh, but that I am tho- 
roughly ſenſible of the favour his noble friend 
deſigned me, which I ſhall with my lateſt breath 
expreſs my gratitude for; and pray let him 
know that I ſhall die with leſs regret if he will 
favour me with a viſit, for indeed I long very 
much to ſee him. Upon this, after taking ſuch 
refreſhments as my old friend Sly and his wife 
forced upon him, even to profuſion, he ſet out, 
charged alſo with a thouſand kind loves and ſer- 
vices from them, and poor old Rachael, who 
ſill continued to crawl] about upon the earth. 
Indeed I was wonderfully pierced with ſorrow 
at this relation, which we imparted to the duke, 
and begged leave of him to go over on the mor- 
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row to ſee the poor gentleman, who had taken 
ſuch care of me in my youthful days; and as 


ſoon as the marquiſs heard of it, he offered his 


ſervice to accompany us, and the duke kindly 


| ſaid, And now, my dear, you had as good, 


if you have courage enough, take leave of the 
well known hauntsof your juvenile years, which, 


perhaps, it may be long before you have an op- 


portunity again of ſeeing ; and, turning to my 


fair one, to make your journey more pleaſing, 


my niece ſhall make the tour with you: I know 


| you are ſo reſpected every where, that you can 


accommodate her, even if you ſhould ftay out 
a night or two: It will do her good, and three 
ſuch young gentlemen will be a very ſufficient 


guard What ſay you, madam, addreſſing him- . 


ſelf to the marchioneſs, ſhall ſhe go? I can 
ſee by her looks, the propoſal pleaſes her. Yes, 
my lord duke, that lady replied, with all my 
heart, ſhe'll be rejaiced to ſee the captain's 
birth place; the moſt minute circumſtances re- 
lating to thoſe we love gives us pleaſure. I 
bowed very reſpectfully at this obliging diſ- 
courſe, and thanked the duke for his kind pro- 
poſal, as we all did the marchioneſs for per- 
mitting her charming daughter to bear us com- 


ee | 
wy the break of day we had got all things 
ready, and the charmer of my heart, who look- 
ed like a Diana in her riding dreſs, being 
mounted, we all ſet forward, only attended by 
my man Tack, for fear of incommoding too 
much the country people, the duke, the dutch- 
e&, and the marchioneſs wiſhing us a N 
. | ride 


ther's poſleſſion, and many a ſigh, and many a 
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ride from the windows of their apartments. 
We endeavoured by all the ways poſlible to 
anake this journey agreeable to our lovely charge, 
whoſe every accent convey'd delight and tranſ- 
port; but when we came near the well known 
ſpot, that was ſo dear to me, all the devices 
that were kindly uſed, were in vain to keep 
me from a gloomy melancholy that ſpread itſelf 
all over my ſoul ; I recalled a thouſand name- 
Jeſs, tender incidents to mind, and when I ſur- 
eyed my dear parents late happy reſidence, I 
wept, and even ſobbed at the reflection of their 
abſence. The two brothers ſympathized with 
me, and my excellent angel wept as faſt as I 
did. We were received with the higheſt civi- 
lity by the preſent poſſeſſor of the farm, who 
Had been well known to me when I reſided at 
home ; and the neighbours, being informed of 
Our arrival, came to -ſce me, with as much ce- 
remony as if I had been a prince, and all, in 
their honeſt plain way, expreſſed their ſorrow 
for my father's removal, and their joy to ſee 
his ſon. In ſhort, the firſt emotions of grief a 
little over, I was obliged to aſſume a more 
chearful air, and we viſited all the farmers in 
our turn, by whom we were ſo reſpectfully 
careſſed, that they detained us near two days a- 


mongſt them. 


In the morning after our arrival, leaving my 
friends to indulge their repoſe, I got up, and 
traverſed every part of this delightful vicinity, 
and viiited every cloſe, field, lane, and out- 
houſe, ſo well. known to me when in my fa- 


tear 
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tear the journey coſt me. How many circum- 


| ſtances did J recollect to move me, even from 


my prattling infancy to the time I firſt heard of 
their loſs! And how very cruel did their ab- 
ſence now ſeem to me! As the day advanced, 
the ſervants, one of whom had lived with my 
father, repaired to their ſeveral buſineſſes, and 
this man accoſted me with ſuch reverence and ' 
affection, as convinced me how much he had 
loved his old maſter and miſtreſs. I careſſed 
him, and made him an handſome preſent, which 

I could ſcarce prevail upon him to accept, and 
enquired into a multitude of particularities re- 
lating to my parents, the anſwers to which till 
heightened my melancholy. Soon afterwards I 


was joined by our good-natured hoſt, and the 


reſt of our company, which forced me to re- 
fume a chearful air, and my fair one ſaid, clap- 
ping me upon the ſhoulder, What, captain, 
you have been viewing your elyſium all over, 
which indeed is charming, and, methinks, I 
don't wonder at the happineſs and ſerenity your 
worthy parents enjoyed init: What can be 
more delightful than theſe ſhades, a kind and 
faithful (ſhepherd, a virtuous and compliant ſhep- 
herdeſs, and the joys of love and friendſhip ; 
and, added ſhe, with a figh and a look that 
pierced my foul, << but this is too great an hap- 
pineſs for mortals to expect.” Ihe difficulty, 
I replied, in procuring this happineſs, madam, 
lies in ourſelves, and, lord George and the mar- 
quiſs being ſomewhat before us, were | ulcfied 
with your company in ſuch a retreat, prefling 
her hand, I could with pleaſure bid adieu to 
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riches and honours, and all the world purſues 
with ſuch avidity. This ſincere declaration was 
anſwered by the kindeſt look imaginable, and 
a ſpeaking bluſh that was rather the effect of a 
warmth of ſentiment than of mere modeſty. At 
length we left this dearly beloved ſpot, nor could 
I forbear, once more, ſhedding tears at bidding it 
a long adieu, and ſoon arrived at *ſquire Chaſ/e's, 
who could not enough expreſs his gratitude for 
ſuch an unexpected viſit: And here my fair 
creature was a little more at eaſe, through the 
polite behaviour of madam Chaſe, than ſhe had 
been amongſt the farmers, whoſe kindneſs was 
accompanied with a great mixture of honeſt ruſ- 
ticity, She contrived by all the ways in her 
power to render her ſtay agreeable to her, and 
they both ſeemed tranſported with the honour 
theſe noble perſons conferred upon them. Soon 
after we were ſeated, Mr Chaſe cried, Oh! 
Capt. Ramble, if you don't make haſte to ſee 
our old maſter, I fear you'll ſee him no more 
in the land of the living—his ſand is almoſt run. 
Upon this, lord George and I immediately pre- 
pared to viſit him, the marquifs declining to go 
with us, and rather chuſing to partake of a 
hunting match with the ſquire, and the ſcene 
not being proper for the young lady to be pre- 
ſent at. We ſoon arrived at Sly's farm, who, 
with his wife, hung about my neck, and kiſſed 
= me, and expreſſed all the joy of their honeſt 
1 hearts at the ſight of me ; but I was impatient 
1] to break from theſe ſignals of their regard, and 
1 enquired how their father did; to which I was 
1 anſwered, that he was juſt fallen into a 14 
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but that nature ſeemed quite ſpent in him, and 
he could not ſurvive many hours. Hearing 
this, I accuſed myſelf of ingratitude in not 
making my viſit firſt to him, who had ſo ear- 
neſtly deſired to ſee me, and waited with the 
utmoſt impatience for his awaking: Mean time 


we enquired into Mr Sly's affairs, who went 


on with ſucceſs, and was now become a very 
topping farmer; and all on a ſudden, not hav- 


ing ſeen old Rachael, I cry'd out, Madam, 


where is that worthy creature? Alas! ſhe 
reply'd—T wondered you forgot her; but ſhe 
has alſo been very ill for theſe two days, and 
ſeems following her poor maſter; but to be 
ſure ſhe's very old! I was greatly affected to 
hear this, and was going towards her chamber, 
when the ſervant that watched by Mr Goodman, 
gave us notice he was awake, and his daugh- 


. ter went to prepare him to receive us. We 


had the curioſity to liſten at the chamber door, 
when his daughter informed him of our arrival; 
at which he faid, with a weak tone of voice, 
Bleſſed be God! I ſhall ſee him before I die 
Oh, dear daughter, deſire him to come in; at 
which words f immediately entered the room, 
followed by lord George, and, approaching the 
bed ſide, threw my arms about his neck, and, 
with tears, teſtified my concern at his preſent 
condition. He preſſed my hand between his, 
and with a faultering voice, ſo much the fight 
of me had overcome him, told me, now he 
was happy, and with patience ſhould wait the 
few moments he had to tarry in the world ; 


and ſeeing lord George, he made an effort to- 
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riſe, but was prevented by my friend, who tak- 
ing his hand, gave it a reſpectful ſalute, and 
begged him not to incommode himſelf with any 
civilities, which he did not expect, or defire ; 
adding, Indeed, Sir, I am ſeverely afflicted to 
ſee you thus, for I intereſt myſelf in all that 
concerns you, equally with my friend, and was - 
in hopes to have had, for the future, more of 
your company and converſation; but God's 
will be done— we muſt all ſubmit to his diſ- 
poſal. The old gentleman, quite melted with 
theſe teſtimonies of our affection, and more 
ſenſible than the by-ſtanders of his near ap- 
proach to death, faid, O, my worthy friends, 
I beſeech you to accept my unfeigned thanks 
for the late honour and favour you intended me; 
the thoughts of ſtill being remembered by Mr 
Ramble, and you, my lord, gave me ſuch ſpi- 
rits, as have detained me ſome days longer in 
this weary world than nature ſeemed to permit. 
I find now the moment of diſſolution ap- 
proaching; come near, my children— let me 
beſtow my laſt bleſſing upon you. At theſe 
words, Sly having juſt entered the room, we 
all, ſo much we were touched with his manner, 
knelt round his bed, when the good old gentle- 
man, lifting up his trembling hands, with a 
ſtrength of voice that was perfectly ſurpriſing, 
thus addreſſed his creator: O infinitely wiſe and 
| beneficent Being! who art good, and who dae/? 
good, and whoſe tender mercies are over all th 
works | Bleſs, I beſeech thee, O father | theſe 
dear children with the choiceſt of thy bleſſings; 
proſper them in all their lawful and honeſt un- 
12 dertakings, 
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dertakings, make them every day wiſer and 
better, and, at length, may they inherit that 
crown of glory, which, through thy dearly be- 
loved ſon, thou haſt promiſed as the reward of 
the juſt! Amen. Amen. | 

The ſolemnity of this addreſs, and the fervour 
with which it was uttered, mightily affected 
us, and his poor daughter wept bitterly ;.ſecing 
which, with the' remaining breath he had, he 
ſpoke the following words. Weep not for me, 
my children, I am happy, I am going to a good 
maſter, who will not too ſeverely puniſh my 
omiſſions and neglects, and who will reward 
every act of fidelity in his ſervice with immor- 

tal intereſt, Daughter be obedient and kind 
to your huſband, and bring up your infants in 
the fear of the Lord— fo ſhall you enſure his- 

bleſſing upon all your endeavours— My ſon in 

law, I hope, from a regard to my memory—to 
. every thing valuable, you will continue to che- 
8 riſh your wife and family This I don't doubt, 
YH and in conſideration of your conſtant good be- 
. haviour, I bequeath to you all that I die poſ- 
felled of ; but beg you would permit my good 


by lord, and Mr Ramble, to chooſe any thing they 
_ pleaſe, as a memento of an old man that lov'd 
y them. O, my dear ſon, he continued, addreſ- 
4 ſing himſelf to me, may you live to ſee again 
1 that worthy father and mother, whoſe loſs 1 _ 
þ have lamented, with tears even of bitter an- | 
2 guild; may all your purſuits be crowned with I 
s; ucceſs, and— Here his voice failed him, and " 
* we redoubled our lamentations, fearing he was = 
s, gone for ever; but the wearied ſpirits had not 1 


H 3 | yet. 
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yet quite forſaken their manſion, and he mak- 


ing a ſign to be raiſed, I took him tenderly in 


my arms, to perform this laſt kind office, when, 
as his utmoſt and dernier effort, crying out, 
Lord receive my ſpirit! Bleſſed be thy name 
his head ſunk down upon the pillow, and he 
expired. 

Tears of unfeigned diſtreſs and grief flowed 


from my eyes, and the behaviour of the good 


man. had ſo worked upon my friend, that he 
bore me company with the ſame ſincerity. As 
to Mrs Sh, ſhe was obliged to be carried awa 

from the mournful ſpot, almoſt inſenſible, ang 
her huſband loft all ſign of firmneſs upon the 
occaſion. Reaſon, however, in ſome time, re- 
ſumed her reign, and being more compoſed, I 
went, together with my friend, to fee poor old 
Rachael, whom we found ſenſible, but ſpeech- 
leſs, and juſt going to attend her maſter : She 
knew me, and with abundance of affection 
ſqueezed my hand, and would have carry'd it 
to her lips, but J prevented her, by ſtooping 
down, and kiſſing her clay-cold forehead, and 


in two hours after, ſhe alſo paid her laſt debt; 


the faithful aſſociate of the beſt of men, in life 
1 © - 

I muſt own theſe things made me very pen- 
ſive, and my friend and I were led by it into 
a long converſation upon the frailty and uncer- 
tainty of life, and our future hopes of happi- 
neſs, which continued this penſive mood; and 


knowing how much it would oblige me, he 


propoſed to ſend over to the *ſquirc?s, to acquaint 
them of Mr Goodman's exit, and to ſignify our 


d eſire 
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deſire of ſtaying to aſſiſt at his funeral. I em- 
braced this propoſal with eagerneſs, as I was 
willing to pay this laſt acknowledgment to the 
memory of a man, to whom I had been fo 
much indebted ; whoſe foibles now were quite 
obliterate, and whoſe virtues and excellencies 
ſtood in ſo eminent a point of view. We ſig- 


nified this reſolution to his ſon and daughter, 


who thought themſelves highly obliged by it ; 
and, mean time, we did all we could to con- 


ſole the afflicted family, and beſtowed ſeveral 


little preſents upon their children, who were 
three pretty little fellows, and much like their 
grandfather: We alſo rode over to farmer 
Oates's, and viſited all my old neighbours, many 
of whom remembered me with abundance of 
good-will ; nor did I forget to ſhew lord George 
our old houſe next the church, nor the famous 
outlet, through which the two parſons had 
called down the horned demon with their con- 


jurations. 


At farmer Oates's we found a very ingenious 
carpenter, or rather a Tack of all trades, for 
he was beſide, no deſpicable painter, glazier, 
and plaiſterer, and him I directed to conſtruct 
a monument for my old maſter, againſt the 
time of his interment, on which, by my or- 
ders, was painted the following inſcription, in 
Latin on one ſide, and Engh/h on the other. 
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Sacred to the mem 
Of the reverend Villian Goodman, A. M. 
The late worthy rector |; 
Of this pariſh. 
Who, 
As a man, 
Was upright, humane, and compaſſionate. 
| As a clergyman, 
Exemplary in his conduct, 
| Mild, charitable, and 
| An enemy to perſecution : | 
A kind huſband, an indulgent father, a juſt maſter, 
A faithful friend, and an uſeful neighbour : _ 
Replete with years, and as replete with goodneſs; 
He ſurrendered up his ſoul 
To HIM who gave it, 
On the zoth of Mareb, 
MDCCXXXIX. 


This token of my regard to the good man 
was very acceptable to the family and neigh- 
bourhood, and the day of his interment brought 
over ſquire Chaſe, his lady, the marquiſs, and 
the young marchioneſs, who all reſolved to ac- 
company his corpſe to the grave; which was 
beſide attended by the whole body of his pa- 
riſhioners, who ſhed ſincere tears over their loſs; 
and to this day his place of reſt is reſorted to, 
with reverence and reſpect, by all the vicinity. 
I exprefled my acknowledgmeuts to my fair 
one and the marquiſs, upon this inſtance of 
their regard for me, and, after taking leave of 
Mr Sly and his wife, with whom the lovely 
Sukey was extremely pleaſed, and chuſing out 
of my departed friend's books his Greek teſta- 
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ment, as my friend did his favourite Horace, 
with Bond's notes, we returned to the Holm, 
and ſpent another day very agreeably with the 
good ſquire and his lady, for whom our charm- 
ing companion had entertained a great friend- 
ſhip; and here, amongſt other converſation, 
Mr Chaſe informed- me that my old comrade 
had ſhewn a great many youthful flights at the 
univerſity, from which he determined ſoon to 
recall him. I: ſpoke with abundance. of affec- 
tion of him, and endeavoured to perſuade his 
father, that theſe ſallies were more owing to the 
vivacity of his temper, than to any bad pro- 
penſities, and that I did not doubt but reaſon 
would reſume her reins over his mind and aëti- 
ons, and that he would make a good and uſe- 
ful member of ſociety, and become a bleſſing 
to his parents: Theſe aſſurances were migh- 
tily agreeable: to him and his lady, and hav- 
ing, now ſeen all my old friends, we" took 
a tender farewel of this hoſpitable family, and 
returned, pleaſed with our nine or ten days 
tour, to Vare- ball, where we had been im- 
patiently expected, and gave an account of 
our adventures. The duke and the ladies were 
mightily affected with our relation of the death 
of Goodman, and that nobleman rebuked 
me in a good-natured ſtrain, for not before 
having made him acquainted that he had ſuch a 
treaſure of honeſty and ſincerity in his neigh- 
bourhood. 5 

And now, when we had diſengaged ourſelves 


from the firſt civilities of our arrival, and lord 
George and his brother and myſelf were alone, 
Hg | tor 
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for the marquiſs began greatly to reliſh our ſo- 
ciety, I was willing to make a return for the 
kindneſs intended my friend Goodman, and ad- 
dreſſing the latter, ſaid, My lord, I hope you 
will pardon me for reminding you, as his grace 
has not diſpoſed of this living, of a clergyman 
to whom we have all three great obligations, 
and that your honour is concerned, as well as 
| * brother's, to make ſome proviſion for; 
mean the curate of Holy-Iſſand. By my ſoul, 
the marquiſs reply'd, I had quite forgot him, 
and thank you, Sir, for putting it into my power 
to ſerve ſo worthy a man; and, without per- 
mĩtting any further ſpeech, taking us both un- 
der the arms, hauled us away to the duke, 
ſaying, Come, my friends, let us ſecure the 
preſentation before it is too late. | 
We went with him with abundance of ſatiſ- 
faction, and not finding the duke in his apart- 
ment, went into his cloſet, the marquiſs telling 
him that we were three petitioners for a favour, 
that, when he was acquainted with it, he was 
ſure would be granted without heſitation. Why, 
indeed, anſwered the excellent peer, it muſt 
be ſomewhat ſtrangely unreaſonable that I can 
deny to either of you ſingly ; and thus joined, 
I fancy, my lord, if I could, I ſhould even pre- 
vent your requeſt. We bowed, and then he 
informed him of our defire, and the reafon of 
it; he ſmilingly returned— Why, at this rate, 
if you make ſuch a wiſe choice, 1 believe I may 
' delegate you, gentlemen, to diſpoſe of all the 
livings in my gift— Your requeſt is readily 
granted, and you have nothing -to do = 1 

; | en 
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| ſend for him to me—if he is the man you de- 


ſcribe, I ſhall think it very well beſtowed. If 
your grace pleaſes, the marquiſs reply'd, we'll 


take a ride over, and fetch him — Do as you 


pleaſe, the duke returned, you have ſo little 
time to ſpend in the country, that I ſhall reſtrain 
you in none of your pleaſures. We needed no 
more, and ſoon after ſet out for Hely-/land, 
after telling the ladies our buſineſs; at which,. 
particularly my fair one, they expreſſed a great 
ſatisfaction, and calling upon == in our 
way, needed no great intreaty to prevail upon 
him to accompany us on ſo good an errand. 
We arrived there in the morning of the next 
day, for we took all the diverſion we could 
during our journey, calling on all our friends 
and acquaintance, and joining in two or three 
hunting matches as we went along, We im- 
mediately repaired to the good clergyman's 
houſe, whom we found. in his ſtudy, and who 
was tranſported at the ſight of us; but when 
the marquiſs acquainted him with his good 
fortune, the edifying decency and compoſure 
with which he received the news, was ſuch as 
I had never obſerved before, and he broke out, 
at the ſame time almoſt, into ejaculations of 
thanks to heaven, and expreflions of gratitude 
to his benefaRors, as he ſtiled us, and, it being 
the beginning of the week, accompanied us 


to the duke's without the leaſt heſitation. 


We brought him to Vare- hall, and, at ſup- 
per time, the ſame day introduced him to his 
grace and the ladies, who made him fit down 
with them, and he ſoon won their graces good - 
"711 — ; opi- 
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opinion, and that of the marchioneſs and her 
daughter, as much as he had before done ours. 
He only begged one favour; which was, that 
as the living was but a few hours ride from 
Hoh - Iſland, he might be permitted to retain. 
his curacy for ſome time, becauſe he could not 
bear the thought of ſuddenly parting with a 
people, with whom he had lived in ſuch friend - 
ſhip and harmony, and whoſe fouls, he hoped, 
he had been inftrumental in ſaving. This was 
readily acquieſced in, and his grace begged the 
favour that he would oblige us with a ſermon 
the next day, which he promiſed. to do; and 
when he retired to reſt, the worthy nobleman. 
made him a handſome preſent, ſufficient to de- 
fray the expence he might incur at entering upon 
his new cure. | | Frith 2 

The next day he gave us a diſcourſe, at 
whlch all the family attended, that proved we 
had not miſtaken our man: He deſcanted upon 
the text God will towards men in a manner 
that warmed the hearts of all his hearers, and 
convinced us that he felt himſelf the dictates he 
endeavoured to convey to others. After dinner 
he ſet out on his return, being aſſured by us all, 
that we would rank him in the number of our 
friends, and often viſit him at his new par- 
— houſe. The duke, again and again, 
thanked us for introducing ſo worthy a man to 
his notice, and took occaſion to obſerve to the 
marquiſs, how much his preſent behaviour, and 
this inſtance of his gratitude, pleaſed him. In- 
deed the marquiſs was ſurpriſingly altered of 
late; he ſought little company but ours ; the 
TR 2 erce- 
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fierceneſs, and ſomewhat like brutality of his 
temper began to be poliſhed inſenſibly; and he 
had, in great meaſure, left off the idle and je- 
june method of prating that he uſed to prac- 
tiſe. He ſtrove, on every occaſion, to efface 
all memory of our old differences, and even to 
his own ſervants. behaved no more with the 
haughtineſs of a 8 but with the indulgent 
goodneſs of a maiter. His brother and myſelf 
could account for this change no otherwiſe, than 
by the effect of example in the duke, and the 
reſt of the family, and his, at length, becom- 


ing convinced of the beauty of virtue and good 


actions, by never ſeeing any thing elſe before 
his eyes, and hearing expreſſions of abhorrence 
on the contrary behaviour. In ſhort, the mar- 
quiſs neither wanted ſenſe nor diſcernment, and 
perceived; notwithſtanding his rank and fortune, 
he ſhould fall into contempt with thoſe whoſe 
eſtcem he moſt valued, if he did not reform; 
and this was the ſecret of his latterly having 
forſaken Ranger, and ſome other companions, 
who had been the bane of his youth. For our 
parts, we opened. not only our arms, but our 
hearts to receive the new convert, and ſincere- 
ly joyed in his reſtoration to reaſon and to. 
friendſhip. 

And now the time was come when the fa- 
mily was to depart for London, which we were. 
all prepared for, by having bid adieu to our 


neighbouring friends and acquaintance of both 


kingdoms. The duke had ſettled all his con- 
cerns, and given ſuch orders to Poundage as he 
* „„ _ 
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thought requiſite, and I had, with tears in my 
eyes, bid adieu to that worthy old friend, who 
made me promiſe to write to him by every 
opportunity. The duke, dutcheſs, marchion- 
eſs, and her lovely daughter, rode in the coach, 
and in a landau Mrs Gentle and the maids. 
The marquiſs, lord George, and myſelf, with 
Le Fevre and Sinclair, and eight livery ſervants, 
well mounted and armed, formed their eſcort ; 
and in this manner we ſet out, attended to the 
verge of the county by all the tenants on horſe- 
back, and the prayers and wiſhes of every vil- 
lage and hamlet we paſſed through, for our 
profperous journey ; with lamentations at the 
toſs of a nobleman's preſence, whoſe diffuſive 
| benevolence had been ſo much experienced by 

his neighbours, W 1584 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 


We view all the curioſities of the counties through 
which we paſs— Viſit the nobility and gentry 
— An unexpected meeting— Our joy thereat 
— [Introduce a ſtranger to the family— He 
is highly careſſed— Determines to ſtay with the 
Marchioneſs— Satisfies me, at a diſtance, of 
ſome particulars of my father and mather— He 

relates his adventures—T he ftory of Mr John 
Jenkins. 8 


IS grace, during every day of our jour- 

H ney, made ſhort ſtages, and put up at 
all the noted towns, that we might ſee as much 
of the curiofities of England, and the nature 
and genius of our countrymen, as poſſible, and 
frequently mounted his led horſe to divert us 
with little tours out of the road, where any 
thing remarkable was to be feen. Our equi- 
page and ſervants generally quartered at the 
inns; but the duke and his family more fre- 
quently received invitations from ſuch of the 
nobility and gentry as had feats upon the road, 
and who being acquainted with our intended 
journey to London, had provided ſumptuouſly 
for our entertainment: By this means he re- 
ſumed: his old friendſhips, and introduced us to 
the acquaintance of ſome of the moſt illuſtrious 
perſons in the kingdom. Nothing could be 
more pleaſant and agreeable than this manner 
of travelling, which the marquiſs, lord George, 
and myſelf, as well as my fair one, reliſhed in 
| 2 
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a ſuperior degree, as the ſcenes we paſſed thro? 
were quite new to us, and every day afforded 
freſh delight and ſatisfaction. | 
, We met with ſo many kind and courtequs. 
detentions, that we were ten days before we 
entered the antient city of York,. which engroſ- 
ſed near a week of our attention;. and in one 
of our jaunts the marquiſs, my friend, and I, 
ſtepping into an inn in Coney-/treet for refreſh- 
ment, were ſhewn into a genteel apartment, at 
our entrance into which a well dreſſed gentle- 
man, whom we did not look at very attentive- 
ly, attempted to withdraw out of civility. The: 
marquiſs, upon this, complaiſantly withheld: 
him, and inſiſted upon his ſtaying, telling him 
we ſhould not tarry, and begging him not to 
incommode himſelf. He had hardly time to 
finiſh theſe compliments, before the ſtranger 
drew all our notice upon him, by falling back. 
three or four paces with the utmoſt ſurprize, 
and exclaiming— Heavens What happineſs ! 
— My dear lords! and Mr Ramble! And in- 
deed his aſtoniſhment, and the pleaſure his coun- 
tenance expreſſed, was ſoon equalled by ours, 
when, directing our eyes towards him, we all 
ery'd out with tranſport, What! my worthy 
friend Feniins /—this is lucky indeed! and di- 
realy advancing, I threw. my arms about him, 
and embraced him with a fervour of affection, 
which could be equalled by nothing but what 
I ſhould have felt at the fight of my father him- 
ſelf. He returned my embraces with intereſt, 
and ſeemed ſo ſenſibly affected with the fight 
of us, that. he gazed like one beſide hay, | 
ill. 
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fill holding my hands in his; but ſoon reco- 


vering himſelf, he begged pardon of the mar- 


quiſs for this indecorum, adding, But the un- 

expected ſight of gentlemen J have ſo natural 

an affection for, hurried me from myſelf. ; 
By this time the waiter brought in the wine 


we had ordered; but it was with difficulty we 


overcame Jenłinss modeſty ſo far as to make 
him fit down; however, it was inſiſted upon 
fo much by the marquiſs, as well as his brother 
and me, that, at length, he took his chair, and 
we were enabled mutually to ſatisfy each other, 
as to the many interrogatoties that were made 
on all ſides. He told. us that he had ſearched 
all over England for the marquiſs, and was re- 
turning, without having ſucceeded in his com- 
miſſion, to Mare- hall; and when we, in our 
turn, told him that the duke and all his fa- 
mily were at York, bound to London, he thank'd 
God for. his good fortune, ſaying, that he had 
been but few hours in town, and was going 
foon to leave it, and conſequently, but for this 
providential meeting, ſhould have ineffectually 
gone to Ware hall, and had all the way to mea» 
ture back again. | | | 

' During all this time he never once aſked af- 
ter my father and mother, by which, to my 
great joy, I conjectured he knew of their in- 


tended departure, though he was not preſent at 


It, and through prudence forbore any eclair- 
cſſement in relation to it, till we ſhould be able 


to converſe in private; but he kept his eyes 


conſtantly upon me, with ſuch a viſible tender- 
neſs, as convinced me his heart was quite re- 
| joiced, 
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Joiced with meeting me. We did not long ſtay 
here, but immediately ſet out for the gentle- 
man's where his grace and the ladies quarter'd, 
and willing to ſurprize him, let bim know no- 
thing of the marchionefs, or her adventures, 
but introduced him at once into the apartment, 
where they were all ſeated, the marquils telling 
them that we were able, through good fortune, 
to give them the pleaſing fight of a man they 
loved, and who was going in queſt of them 
as far as Mare ball. All eyes, at theſe words, 
were directed towards him, and ſuch a ſcene of 
confuſed joy was hardly ever witneſſed before. 
Though Jenkins, from the great reſpect that 
impreſſed him before the duke and dutcheſs, 
modeſtly bent his eyes towards them alone, yet 
he ſoon got a ſide view of the well known face 
of the marchioneſs, and lifting up his hands, 
with an action of the moſt profound wonder, 
and falling back feveral ſteps, he ſtood motion- 
le ſs as a ſtatue, whilſt the blood alternately fluſh'd 
and deſerted his cheeks, and his mouth three or 
four times opened, but he found himſelf unable to 
ſpeak. In ſhort, we all three began to repent 
us of trying ſuch an experiment, fearing the 
hurry of his ſpirits might overcome him too far. 
On the other hand, the marchioneſs, to whom 
his preſence recalled all the misfortunes ſhe had 
ſuffered, and the idea of her abſent huſband, 
reclined back in her chair, and had not tears 
relieved her, muſt have fainted : The duke and 
dutcheſs, by turns, in half accents welcomed 
him, and joined her wondering, lamenting 
daughter, in flying to the aſſiſtance of the mar- 
; 2 chioneſs, 
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chionefs, and ever and anon turned to us, and 
ſeverely told us we had done wrong in thus ſur- 
prizing them, for the idle gratification of our 


curiofity ; and we all, full of regret, alternate- 


ly begged firſt one and then the other's pardon, 


for our raſhneſs. 
At length, however, Jenkins came to him- 


ſelf, and advancing to the marchioneſs, with 


a look in which ſubmiſſive affection was ſtrong- 


ly painted, fell on his knees before her, and 


cried, Oh! my much loved, excellent lady !— 


excuſe the diſorder my appearance has put you 
in, which Tm ſure was not intended by theſe 


gentlemen ; and permit me to congratulate your 
arrival amongſt your noble friends, though all 
this ſurpaſſes my underſtanding, and fills me 
with pleaſing wonder. Oh! madam, this is 
fure my young lady; but am I alſo ſo happy as 
to hear tidings of my lord, whom in vain I have 
fought after for ſo many tedious months? The 


marchioneſs held out her hand to raiſe him, 
which he kiſſed with a kind of devotion ;- but 


was ſtill unable to ſpeak, and the duke and 
dutcheſs took him by the hand, welcomed his 
arrival, and led him themſelves to a chair to- 
repoſe himſelf, till things were a little more 
compoſed. As to us, poor wretches, who had 
produced ſo much diſorder, we ſtood aſham'd, 
and full of the idea of our offence, and, to 
complete my ſhare of the burthen, I thought 
my fair one regarded me with anger, whilſt I 
now and then met her eyes with mine. But 
matters ſoon aſſumed a more pleaſing form; the 
marchioneſs recovered, her daughter dry'd her 

| | tears, 
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tears, the duke ſoftened] his aſpect, and the 
dutcheſs, with an amiable ſmile, interceeded for 


our pardon, which was granted without fur- 


ther apology, though we {till ſhewed by our 
looks that we had not forgiven ourſelves. And 


now the marchioneſs welcomed Fenkins with 


the greateſt affection, and preſented him to her 


daughter, ordering her to receive him as her 


deareft friend, and adding, that he had her in 
his arms the very day of her birth. The duke 
and dutcheſs careſſed him as their valued friend, 
or rather as a near relation, and we aſked his 


forgiveneſs for the diſorder we had fooliſhly oc- 


caſioned him. He anſwered us all with equal 


politeneſs and reſpect, telling us in particular, 
that the bleſſings we had conferred upon him 
were ſo great, that they exceeded his warmeſt 
acknowledgments; but that he ſhould, he 
hoped, live to ſhew his gratitude. 

Soon after, willing to leave him to their 
graces and the marchioneſs, to impart all he 
was able in relation to the marquiſs, and to be 
informed how ſhe came in her preſent ſituation, 
we left the apartment, and took another tour 
into the city, from which we did not return till 
ſupper was ſerved up, during which nothing 
paſled, ſave that Jenkins was obliged to fit with 
us, which he at firſt modeſtly declined, as the 
gentleman and lady, our hoſt and hoſteſs, were 
preſent; but after their departure, the duke 
turning to us, ſaid, Well, gentlemen, permit 
us to thank you for your valuable preſent ; but 
added, with a ſmile, I hope you'll take care not 
to. ſport with us again— Upon my word you 
3 | almoſt 
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almoſt overſet us all; but, continued he, mat- 
ters are now a little explained, Mr Jenkins has 
heard my ſiſter's adventures, and given us a 
ſhort detail of his own, which he will enlarge 
upon, before us all, the firſt opportunity. I now, 
though I am ſure I have no occaſion, recom- 
mend him to your friendſhip, as a gentleman 
we ought all to love and eſteem, and who 


has conſented, though he has ſufficient to live 


independently, to follow my fortunes and thoſe 
of my ſiſter. We all expreſſed our joy at 
theſe tidings, and embraced him with ſincere 
affection, which he returned like a man that 
had always lived in a court, and expreſſed his 


ſenſe of the happineſs of his ſituation: And 


the marquiſs, before lying ſingle, lord George 


propoſed to be his bedfellow, by that kindly 


giving me an opportunity of being in private 
with Fenkins, by his becoming mine. 

When we were all withdrawn to our ſeveral 
apartments, Fen#ins now being alone with me, 
he once more preſſing me in his arms, and 
calling me his dear, dear young maſter, told 
me, he fear'd I accuſed him of ingratitude for 


not having enquired after his much beloved 


maſter and miſtreſs; but, Sir, continued he, 
I knew, before my laſt coming to WYare-hall, 
of their intended departure, and had taken a 
ſad farewel of them ; but, ſeeing my tears, [ 
don't doubt of its being a joyful ſeparation, as 
it is calculated to anſwer many good purpoſes, 
and will reſtore them, in time, to us with full- 
neſs of happineſs, How cruel it is upon me, 
that I am, at preſent, under an injunction from 

| | your 
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your honoured father not to inform you of the 
motives of his retreat; but thoſe injunctions 
are d ictated from wiſe conſiderations of your 
peace and happineſs; and from your regard to 
the excellent man that laid me under them, I 
know you will not deſire to pervade the ſecret. 
How happy am I, Sir, in contemplating all that 
I have heard of your virtues from this noble 
family, of your generoſity to the marchioneſs 
and her daughter, and to ſee you ſo loved and 
eſteemed by every one in it. Much more 
happy that I ſhall now reſide where you are, 
and live in the conſtant view of your excellen- 
cies. Oh, Sir, look upon me ſtill as your ſer- 
vant— Whatever you command ] will execute, 
and all the little fortune I have acquired, chiefly 
under your dear parents, ſhall every moment 
be at your ſervice. Pray don't diſturb your- 
ſelf— dry up your tears— you are happy— and 
providence will always preſerve: you in happi- 
neſs— and you will, in a few years, reap the 
ſatisfaction of ſceing your parents, and enjoying 
the ſplendid rank to which you were born. 
May heaven proſper you, and, to complete 
my earthly felicity, may I ſee you in the arms 
of that excellent young lady, whom you ſo 
bravely ſaved from deſtruction—for you are a- 
lone worthy of each other. 

This ſpeech, which included ſo many my(- 
teries, was conceived in terms that admitted of 
no reply, or further interrogation, and claſping 
him to my boſom, I proteſted ever to be ruled 
by his advice in all my affairs, ſhewed him my 
dear father's letter, at which he was much al- 

fected, 
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feed, and before we went to ſleep, made him 
my confident in my love for the young mar- 
chioneſs, which he encouraged me in, and pro- 


miſed to keep me in her memory, by every art, 


during my future abſence. I then told him of 
all that had occurred to me ſince his departure, 
and the death of the worthy Mr Goodman, which 
gave him great concern; and thus we continued 


to diſcourſe, till nature, oppreſſed with weari- 


neſs, buried us in the ſoothing arms of ſleep. 
The next morning we reſumed our journey, 


and at night put up at a worthy nobleman's 


on the borders of Northamptonſhire, who being 
in London, we had leiſure after ſupper to retire, 
it being a fine evening, to a beautiful ſummer- 
houſe, where, being ſeated, the duke thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Mr Fenkins : Now, my wor- 
thy friend, if you're not too much fatigued 
with your journey, we'll beg the relation of 
ſuch parts of your adventures as have not come 
to our knowledge: A man, who on ſo many 
occaſions, has acted with ſuch unexampled ho- 
nour, generolity, and fidelity, I am ſure muſt 
be ſomewhat above the common rank, and 


muſt have witneſſed ſome misfortunes that are 


above the ordinary ſize. My lord duke, he 
reply'd, I will 1 you in every particular of 
my ſtory, ſince it pleaſes you to requeſt it, tho 
perhaps it * give me a deal of mortification 
to call ſome things to my remembrance, which 
I could wiſh for ever buried in oblivion. And 
every thing being huſhed to attention, he begun 
as follows. | 


The 
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The Narration of Mr JENKiNs. 


XIV father was a very conſiderable mer- 
chant at Liverpool in Lancaſhire, and 
had two children elder than myſelf, a brother 
and a ſiſter. My mother dying when we were 
young, he married a ſecond wife, the daughter 
of a clergyman, with whom he lived in great 
harmony and content, and ſhe took no ſmall 
pains in our education, uſing us with little leſs 
tenderneſs than if we had been her own children; 
but ſhe alſo unfortunately dying, and my father 
being of a pretty amorous diſpoſition, he mar- 
ried a third wife, the widow of a trader in 
the ſame town, who brought him a very con- 
fiderable fortune, which, added to his own poſ- 
ſeſſions, made him as rich a man as molt in 
thoſe parts. From this marriage I may date 
the beginning of my misfortunes; I was now 
ten years old, and my brother and ſiſter, who 
were twins, had attained their 13th year, and 
we were looked upon by every one as towardly 
and well-diſpoſed children; but my mother, 
who had a ſon by a former marriage, though 
not the laſt, introduced him into her new ta- 
mily, which from thence became a ſcene of 
wrangling, diſorder, and uproar. 

This ſtep-brother was elder than either of 
us, and of a moſt brutiſh and furious diſpoſi- 
tion; upon the leaſt contradiction we felt the 
effects of his anger in ſevere blows, which, in- 
ſtead of being chaſtiſed, he was commended for 


by 


by his mother, as a token of reſolution and ſpi- 
rit, ſaying ever and anon, that ſhe was glad to 
ſee it, and that three ta one were 2 odds; 
though if we offered to return his ill uſage, we 
were unmercifully beaten by her, and called 
proud, upſtart, and ſaucy, and told we muſt 
not ſtrike our elder brother. My father ſoon 
diſcovered the vixen . temper of his wife, and 
the abuſes his children ſuffered; but though a 
good man, and very tender parent, he wanted 
reſolution to curb her fiery ſpirit, and was be- 
ſides conſiderably older than ſhe was; a circum- 
ſtance that will ever contribute to make a man 
the property of his wife, if ſhe is badly inclin'd. 


In one of theſe childiſh frays my ſiſter receiv d 


a blow on the temples, that deprived her of 
life, and my father had the mortification, at the 
ſame time, of proſecuting the murderer of his 
daughter, and folliciting his reprieve, urged 
thereto by the inſtances of this woman, 

All the world now cry'd ſhame upon him 
for his tameneſs, and ſongs were publickly ſung 
in our ſtreets, with the title of The cruel ſtep- 
mother, and the tame huſband. He opened his 
eyes, however, at laſt, but it was too late; 
and juſt when he was going to part with his 


wife, whom he had detected in infidelity with 


a neighbour, he was taken ill, and died in 
twenty-four hours, and with circumſtances that 
plainly proved the cauſe of his death to be poi- 
ſon. In ſhort, the ſuſpicions were ſo ſtrong 
againſt our mother, that ſhe was ſecured, and, 
at length, confeſſed the fact, and accuſed her 


Paramour as acceſſary to Ki but he, for that 


VOL Ihe © time, 
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time, prevented the ſtroke of juſtice, by flying 
into France, and leaving my mother to end her 
days alone at the ftake, which ſhe did, with 
great contrition for her offences. | 
We were now two wretched orphans, but 
unhappy enough to be ſenſible of our forlorn 
condition. My father left behind him near 
12,0001. which he bequeathed equally between 
us, and in caſe of death before marriage, to the 
ſurvivor; appointed his own brother executor 
of his will, and if we both died under age, the 
reverſion of our fortune. We had reaſon every 
day to lament the loſs of a father, ſuffering 
ſtill worſe uſage from the bad defigns of this 
uncle, than from thoſe of our late mother-in- 
law : He was a man deſtitute of honour and 
humanity, maſter of a ſhip that followed the 
ſlave trade upon the coaſt of Africa, and who 
uſed every one like Negroes that fell into his 
clutches. His wife, with whom we lived when 
he was at fea, was, if poſhble, worſe than 
himſelf, and, with a rapacious fon, who was in 
his twentieth year, kept us under worſe than 
Egyptian Bondage. | 
Never ſure was the fate of two children more 
wretched ; we were beaten, even without pro- 
vocation of any ſort, kept bare of food and 
clothes, and made to do all their houſehold 
drudgery. Under this uſage my brother, of a 
very weakly and tender conſtitution, ſoon de- 
parted the world, whoſe death I ſorely lament- 
ed, but found no alleviation of ſeverity with 
the encreaſe of my fortune, but rather the con- 
trary. I was ftill uſed worſe for not cloſing 
with 


JAMES RAMBLE, E; 171 
with a propoſal made me to go to ſea with m 
uncle, nich I firmly reſolved againſt, ahd, 
being now in my ſixteenth year, determined to 
make my eſcape from ſo much ſhocking bar- 
barity. I put this deſign in execution with ſuch - 4 
cunning, that I deceived my keepers, who be- 0 
gan to ſuſpect it, and threw myſelf upon the J 
mercy of the mayor, who remembered my 5 
oor father, and eſpouſed my cauſe; and keep- | 
ing me at his houſe, proceeded to recover my 
fortune out of the hands of the executor : But 
whilſt this was in agitation, my uncle was ſhip- 
wrecked, and loſt his life, and of my 'whole 
fortune only 1oool. was ever recovered to my 
uſe. To a youth that had never, poſſeſſed 
any thing, this, indeed, was a great deal, out 
of which my good hoſt, however, laid claim to 
2001. for board, lodging, and other incidental | 
expences; and for 100]. more made me a 1 
proffer, at the age of 18, of becoming his ap- 
prentice. | 
rejected this ſordid propoſal with diſdain, if 
and left Liverpool, being determined never more 
to ſet foot again in that hated place of my na- | 
_ Young and unexperienced I came up | 
to London, and, inſtead of applying myſelf to 
trade with my little pittance, fell into ſuch com- 
pany as is always to be found there of the gay 
ſort, very ready to relieve a man from the preſ- 
ſure of ſuch a burthen. With ſhame let me [ 
acknowledge that I fell into all the faſhionable 3 
vices of that metropolis, and had ſunk my ca- I 
pital to a very ſmall ſum ; but now, for the 


firſt time, I began to reflect upon my forloru 
12 ſitua⸗ 
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ſituation with pain and regret. Gracious hea- 
ven! I cry'd, is this the deſign of my being! 
Am I for ever doomed to wretchedneſs and mi- 
ſery! Or is it of my own ſeeking? This laſt 
part of my e ſtruck me; my eyes be- 
gan to open, and I reſolved to ſeek for ſome 
honeſt employment, by which I might ſecure 
inward peace, and the neceſſaries of life, and 
be of ſome benefit to the community, of which 
I was a member; and in theſe reſolutions I 
was ſtrengthened by the additional arguments 
of a worthy clergyman, who lodged in the ſame 


houſe, and for whom I conceiyed the affection 


of a ſon, gratitude to whom was my induce- 
ment to come over from Maorlaix, upon news 
of his laſt illneſs, I changed my gay attire fox 
more homely weeds; and hearing talk of great 
ptofits reaped by voyaging to Jamaica, I veſt- 
ed all my money in commodities proper for that 
iſland, and embarking, arrived there in ſafety, 
weathered all the dangers of that noxious cli- 
mate, and returned ſafely to London, with ſome 
addition to my ſtock, over and above the 
charges of my voyage and freight, backwards 
and forwards. 3 

As this was my firſt, ſo it was my laſt good 
fortune as a trader; for the maſter of the veſ- 
ſel in which 1 returned to England, being in 
diſtreſs from the rigour of a creditor, my friend- 


ſhip and humanity was prevailed upon to be- 


come his bondſinan for a larger ſum than I poſe 
ſeſſed, and he, at the time of payment, ab- 
ſconding, I was arreſted, and drained at the 
ſpunging-houlc to my laſt guinea, to e 
| | tne 
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the debt, and pay the charges of my con- 
finement. f | r 

I was now not quite thirty, but had con- 
ceived ſo bad an opinion of mankind, and was 
ſo ſick of the world, that my deſpair almoſt 
prompted me to commit the vileſt and meaneſt 
of all actions — to put an end to my life with 
my own hands. Reaſon, however, ſoon check- 
ed this infernal deſign, and from the character 
J had acquired with ſome conſiderable. traders, 
who knew my misfortune, T was recommended 
and entertained as a clerk to a merchant of 
Glaſgow, who had come to London upon buſi- 
neſs, and wanted a perſon in that capacity. At 
this place good fortune afforded me the notice 
of the noble marquiſs, who had ſome concerns 
with my maſter, and his condeſcending good- 
neſs leading him to talk with me, he aſked me 
my country and name, and took ſuch a liking 
to me, that my maſter, at his requeſt, parted 
with me to him, and I entered his ſervice as a 
factor to one of his eſtates upon the ſea coaſt. 
Future converſations led him to enquire my 
ſtory : He was ſtruck with the detail of ſuch a 
ſeries of misfortunes, to which I had very lit- 
tle contributed by any crime of my own, and 
with a kind ſympathy told me my woes ſhould 
now meet with a complete period, and he would 
enrol me in the number of his friends. From 
that time I was ever about his perſon, and never 
that I remember diſpleaſed him in any thing, 
but my exhortations againſt that unhappy coali- 
tion, which, in bringing upon him and his no- 
ble family ſo many lifirelles, has been more 

13 ſevere 
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ſevere to me than all the ſufferings of my life. 
Let theſe tears, which I muſt ſhed over his 
misfortunes, teſtify my regard, my unbated af- 
fection towards this beſt of men and friends! 
— Here he wept bitterly, and ſenſibly touched 
all preſent, his grief was ſo contagious. Words 
cannot paint the forrow it produced in my 
breaſt when I returned to Morlaix, after ſeeing 
the good clergyman, whom I call'd father, in- 
terred, that I could not hear of this beloved 
family, to whom I had dedicated all the re- 
maining ſervices of my life; and I ſpent above 
a year in my ſearch after them to no purpoſe. 
Though I knew my dear lord had no real oc- 
caſion of diſlike to your grace or your family, 
as he had charged me never to enter your doors 
I religiouſly declined it, till forced to it by your 
diſcovering me at Mr Rambles, where I had 
determined to ſpend the remainder of my days, 
and where, in the regard paid me by him and 
his excellent lady, I was methought recom- 
penced, in a great degree, for the abſence of 
your ladyſhip and the marquiſs; and my great 
regard to this gentleman (bowing to me) was 
another inducement to my endeavour to diſpenſe 
with my lord marquiſs's injunction, as my love 
and veneration for him and his worthy parents, 
and that ſubmiſſive reverence I have ever en- 
tertained for your grace's family, would make 
my viſits to Ware hall frequently neceſſary. 
Thank God, her lady(hip herſelf, with her 
charming daughter, has juſtified me in my pro- 
cedure, and as providence has conducted every 
thing to ſo happy an iſſue, I am in humble 


hopes 


JAMES RAMBLE, Eq, 175 


hopes it will continue its goodneſs, and give 
us again my lord marquiſs, with all that bene - 
volence and kindneſs of heart renewed, which 
is ſo much his diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic ; _ 
and alſo my late worthy maſter and lady, to 
whom I owe the little fortune I at preſent poſ- 
ſeſs, who, I am ſenſible, will appear worthy of 
your utmoſt affection and eſteem, and of that 
ſon whoſe amiable behaviour and conduct has 
given you ſo much ſatisfaction. - 
My late unwearied ſearch has, however, 
convinced me my lord marquiſs is not in Eng- 
land or Ireland; but wherever he reſides, may 
the Almighty preſerve his precious life, and re - 
turn him again to our embraces |! | 


| Here he ceaſed, and leſt us greatly affected 
with his narration; and the duke again aſſured 
him of his conſtant friendſhip, as did the mar- 
quiſs and lord George; and the dutcheſs, the 
marchionefs, and her charming daughter, who 
had wept from the beginning to the end of his 
difaftrous ſtory, told him they would never per- 
mit him to leave them, and would endeavour 
to recompence all his ſufferings; and the mar- 
cChioneſs added, Pray, Mr Jenkins, look at that 
young gentleman, nodding to me, is he not 
vaſtly like my huſband ? He ſtrikes me with the 
remembrance of his lov'd form whenever I look 
upon him. I always thought ſo too, added the 
dutcheſs, which was one main 'inducement to 
making him that preſent which you ſee upon 
his finger, which was formerly worn by that 
dear, cruel brother. To this Jenkins reply'd 
14 That 
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— That was always a circumſtance, ladies, 
that encreaſed my affection for him; but ſtill 
I think he rather more reſembles the earl of 
» Your brother-in-law, madam, direCt- 
ing himſelf to the marchioneſs, who, if living, 
muſt have a ſon nearly of the ſame age. 
All preſent, to whom that nobleman had 
been known, ſeemed ſtruck with the obſerva- 
tion, and regarded Fenkins with an air of con- 
fuſed aſtoniſhment, which much ſurprized me : 
But the night being far advanced, the agree- 
able converſation ceaſed, and we retired, full 


of what we had heard, to our repoſe, 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


Arrive in London— Our houſehold ſetiled— Re- 
ceive and pay viſits— The duke preſents us to 
his majeſty— View the curioſities of London, 
and places adjacent Meet with an adventure 
at the play-hauſe— Conſequences of it— Am o- 
bliged to fight a due Overcome my anta- 
goniſt. F 


HE next day we reached London, and 
repaired to the magnificent houſe which 
the duke had ordered to be taken and furniſh'd 
for his family; and whilſt he was employed in 
taking poſſeſſion of his new poſt, and attending 
his majeſty, the dutcheſs perfectly ſettled her 
houſehold, and allotted us all our ſeveral apart- 
ments and attendants ; and Jenkins, not willing 
to live idle, had the poſt of houſe ſteward con- 
ferred upon him. 


Some 
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Some days afterwards the principal nobility 
and gentry came to pay their compliments to 
the illuſtrious family, and we were alſo forced 
to undergo the fatigue of returning their viſits; 
by which we ſoon acquired acquaintance for 
every hour in the day. We were highly ca- 
1eſſed by all parties, and many of the officers 
of the regiment to which we were appointed 
came alſo to pay their reſpects to their new bre- 
thren; ſo that we now found the ſcene quite 
changed from rural peace and- happineſs, to 
hurry, noiſe, and tumult, which my friend and 
I very little reliſned. The young marchioneſs 
was ſoon the toaſt of the gay part of the nobi- 
lity, which gave me great diſturbance ; and as 
to the marquiſs, he had now ſo many connec- 
tions, that we ſeldom ſaw him above once -in 
a day. A little time, however, reconciled. us 
to this way of life, and we began to appear like 
other folks, without the embarraſſment that 
proceeded from our being ruſticated for the 
former part of our lives, | 

A fortnight aſter our coming to town, his 

race, having before introduced his dutcheſs, 
iſter, and daughter to court, ordered the mar- 

quiſe lord George, and myſelf to attend him 
there, which we did in magnificent dreſſes, 

made on purpoſe for the occaſion, and had the 
honour to be preſented to his majeſty, That 
gracious prince received us with the compla- 
cency ſo much admired in him, and ſaid ſome 
very kind things to the duke in praiſe of our 
air and mien. We afterwards were preſented 
to the other branches of the royal family, who 

| 15 gave 
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gave us a moſt gracious reception; and the 
princeſs of Wales told his grace that ſhe never 
ſaw three more complete young gentlemen to- 
gether before. | 
For ſome time after this, we employed our- 
ſelves in conducting the ladies to the ſight of 
every thing curious in the city, or the adjacent 
parts, and frequenting the polite places of en- 
tertainment, where the young marchioneſs did 
not fail of captivating all hearts, and her con- 
ductors met alſo with their ſhare of encomium, 
Lord George and myſelf viſited the coffee-houſes 
daily, and our curioſity led us into the moſt 
obſcure corners of the town, where there was 
any thing likely to gratify it; by which we not 
only became converſant with the gaities and 
ſplendors, but with the miſeries and wretched- 
neſs of the immenſe numbers of people that 
inhabit this metropolis, to whoſe relief we fre- 
quently contributed, and the unheard of vices 
that are practiſed, even at noon-day, in its 
ſtreets: All which afforded us matter for re- 
flection, ſufficient to employ us every hour, 
and the effects it produced in us, was lamen- 
tations after the innocence we had quitted, and 
a ſincere abhorrence of that licentiouſneſs of 
manners that reigned even in what was called 
the polite world. "Thus we employ'd our time 
till the approach of winter, when the diverſions 
and amuſements of that brumal ſeaſon engroſ- 
ſed us, amongſt all which the play- houſes af- 
forded us frequently the moſt rational enter- 
tainment, and my fair one being extreme]y fond 
of theatrical exhibitions, we ſeldom miſled a 


night 
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night for ſometime, when any productions that 
had a tendency to. mend the heart, or commu- 
nicate inſtruction, were repreſented. | 
One of theſe. nights, lord George being in- 
diſpoſed, I alone waited upon my charmer to 
the theatre, to ſee the Conſcious Lovers, and in 


the middle of the ſecond act, three or four. 


young rakes intruded into our box, without e- 
ven the ceremony of aſking leave, and had I 
been diſpoſed to paſs by that affront, the conſe- 
quent ribbaldry that they had the inſolence to 
utter, made it neceſſary for me to rebuke them, 


which I did in a polite, though ſevere manner. 


I was anſwered in very coarſe terms by à youth 
of pretty near my own age, whom his com- 
panions, at every ſentence, let me know had 
the title of Lord. I was determined not to 
ſuffer this with tameneſs, nor yet to frighten 
my charge, who already began to pale her 
cheek, at the apprehenſion of the conſequences: 


So opening the door, I called to the box-keeper 
to take theſe roiſterers out, which he declining, 


I ſuppoſe aw'd by their quality, I fairly turn'd 
the moſt refractory of them out by neck and 


heels, and his eompanions beginning to be ob- 


ſtropulous, ſerved them the ſame ſauce, and 
then ſecuring the door, returned very calmly 
to my place to compoſe my fair one, who by 
this time, with the reſt of the houſe, was much 
alarmed with the diſturbance. Before the play 
was concluded, theſe fine gentlemen had got, I 
obſerved, into the pit, where they uſed ſeveral 


menacing actions, which I took no manner of 


notice of; but when we were returning to the 
16 coach, 
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coach, I perceived we were way- laid, and found 
myſelf rudely joſtled by two of them, and ſe- 
veral others waiting the reſolution of their com- 
panions to fall upon me. At this I drew my 
ſword, and in that poſture made my way with 
the lady in the other hand to the duke's coach, 
into which having put her, almoſt ready to 
faint, I was attack d, before I had even time 
to turn round, by ſix of theſe heroes, uttering 
dreadful imprecations of making me the ſacri- 
fice of their reſentment; but I ſet my back 
againſt the wall, and defended myſelf from 
their random thruſts ſo well, that they grew 
very ſick, I found, of the attempt, two of them 
being wounded in a minute. Juſt at that time 
I heard a voice amongſt the crowd that ſur- 
rounded us, crying out, Make way, gentlemen 
What fcandalous odds and foon after per- 
ceived the marquiſs, who drawing, fell upon 
my aſſaillants, and with his aſſiſtance we ſoon 
hniſhed the buſineſs, and ſet them to ſcamper 
for their lives. 
The tumult was by this time ſo great, that 
we were glad to get to our coach, where the 
young marchioneſs was all wild with _ and 
apprehenſion, waiting the event. Our foot- 
man had been diſpatched home by us ſoon after 
we entered the houſe, and as to the coachman, 
he was fearful of leaving his horſes and his 
charge, otherwiſe, being a ſtout fellow, might 
have been of ſome ſervice. She was rejoiced 
to ſce me unhurt, and her tender ſolicitude gave 
me a tranſport that far overpaid all my late dan- 
er. 1 embraced the marquiſs, and gratefully 
re- 
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returned him thanks for his goodneſs, and my 


fair one praiſed his generoſity to the ſkies. He 
anſwered— Why, my dear friend—it was lucky 


I came by, for the unfeeling miſcreants about 


you would have ſeen you murdered, without 
attempting your relief-—I was coming from the 


other houſe, and made my chair ſtop at the 
noiſe—but when I ſaw who it was, my affec- 
tion ſoon brought me through the crowd ta 


your reſcue, and thank God it happened ſo op- 


portunely Let's always ſtand by one another, 
and take my word, George, and you, and I, 
ſhall be a match for any thirty of theſe wiſhy- 
waſhy London ſparks. I could not help ſmiling 
at the marquiſs's ſpeech, but was tranſported at 
ſeeing he ſtill retained thoſe principles he had 
lately imbibed, and that he was ſo much my 
friend. | TS 
We all went home together, where we ſoon 
made our ſuperiors acquainted with our adven- 
ture, and the duke was quite charmed at this 
action of his ſon'ss Lord George proteſted I 
ſhould never go without him again; a reſolu- 
tion which, though ſo kind an one, gave me 
chagrin, as it deprived me of many moments 
that elſe had been conſecrated to love, in whoſe 
ſecrets even the deareſt perſons are diſagreeable 
intruders. | 
This affair did not, however, end ſo quietly; 
for the next morning a ſervant in livery, hav- 
ing aſked for me, delivered me the following 
billet. : 
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To CayTain RAM BLE. 
SIR, 


FT Am that the folly of my friends ſhould 
Pens foe you / þ gooſe combat la 
night. I aſſure you I was not preſent, but deſire 
to ſee you this day at fix, behind Montague houſe, 
there to ſhew you that I am a man of honour, and 
ſcorn any baſe advantages. T ſhall bring no per- 
fon with me. | 


I immediately told the bearer that I would 
obey the direction, but ſome moments after- 
wards I repented of it, not knowing any law, 
divine or human, nothing but a wild overbear- 
ing cuſtom, that ſhould engage me to riſque 
my own life, or take away another perſon's, 
upon ſuch trivial occaſions. However, a ſenſe 
of my reputation kept me ſteady, and I ſtole 
privately out, without acquainting my friend, 
at the time, and came to the ſpot, where I ſaw 
the young nobleman, whoſe perſon was very 
agreeablc, and whoſe mien had in it ſomewhat 
that beſpoke his condition. I found it was the 
ſame that I had turned out of my box, who 
advancing towards me, very complaiſantly hop'd 
that I was convinced he was not one of the 
perſons who attacked me. No, my lord, I re- 
plied, and I believe you incapable of ſuch an 
action; nor can I account for a nobleman of 

your 
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your rank and character's behaving rudely in 
the company of a lady, whoſe very look was 
capable to put ribaldry to ſilence, and leſs how 
you ſhould think of juſtifying ſuch a behaviour 
in the manner you are about to do. Look 
you, my lord, I continued, it is not through 
fear, or apprehenſion of your ſuperior ſkill, that 
I talk in this manner; but rather than tempt 
the uncertain iſſue of a duel, like a man of 
honour and true nobility confeſs you were guil- 
ty of a fault; let me introduce you to make an 


honourable atonement to the lady, and permit 


me to ſhare your friendſhip. The young gen- 
tleman pauſed ſometime upon theſe words, rea- 
| fon ſtruggling to get the better of that falſe 
ſhame that waits upon the world's opinion. 


But at length he returned— Captain, you be- 


have much like a gentleman, but I muſt not 
accept your terms; nor will I have further par- 
ley, for I am ſenſible your reaſons are ſtron 


than mine. So ſaying, he pulled off his coat, 
and drew his ſword, which very unwillingly 


forced me to do the fame. At the third or 
fourth paſs I found the weakneſs of my anta- 


[2 gonift, and pitying ſuch youthful bravery, tho? 


falſe, ſhould be too ſeverely puniſhed, I par- 
ried his thruſts, and only kept upon the defen- 


five; but this ſerved merely to irritate him, and 


crying out This is boy's play, ſure ! he made 
ſo fair a longe, that my utmoſt dexterity ſcarce- 
5 ſaved me from being run through the body. 


- 


to be dallied with, but yet avoided to give him 


made 


I perceived now he was too far gone in paſſion 


many mortal thruſts, which his unikilfulneſs 


184 Tut ADVENTURES or 


made a fair opening for. At length I luckily 
run him through the wriſt of his ſword arm, 
which ſoon obliged the wounded ſinews to ſlack- 
en their hold, and he let his weapon fall upon 
the graſs. I flung away my ſword, and imme- 
diately coming up to him, ſaid, Come, Sir, 
ou have ſatisfied the call of honour, and now 
let animoſity ceaſe At the ſame inſtant I pul- 
Jed out my handkerchief, ang, after ſome re- 
ſiſtance obliged him to let me bind round his 
wound with it, helped him on with his coat, 
put on my own, returned both our blades into 
the ſcabbards, and told him I was reſolved to 
wait upon him to a ſurgeon. He looked wiſt- 
fully at me during all theſe kind operations, but 
mals not one word; which ſilence I aſcribed 
to the mortification his pride endured, which 
made me pity him. But it was quite otherwiſe 
— it was nothing but good ſenſe and gratitude 
endeavouring to gain a conqueſt over folly and 
paſſion. In ſhort, before we got to the end 
of the field, into which many ſpectators had 
now been drawn, he turn'd about, and eager- 
ly, notwithſtanding his pain, which began to 
be pretty ſevere, catching me round the waiſt, 
cry'd out, My noble, my worthy antagoniſt! 
What a wretch have I behaved like !—how 
does your conduct reproach me! I returned 
his embrace with ſatisſaction, pleaſed to the lait 
degree to obſerve this alteration, and waved a- 
ny other anſwer, for now many rude enquiries 
began to be made on every fide, as to who 
are they? what's the matter? As good for- 
tune would have it, a coach ſtood at the 54 
| | ing 
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ſing of Tottenham - court road, which we im- 
mediately got into, and I ordered to drive 
to a noted ſurgeon's in Holborn, who dreſſed the 
wound, but pronounced his hand in danger of 
amputation. We took him into the coach with 
us to his lordſhip's father's, where I left them, 
for his torture was too great to admit of con- 


verſation, only at my departure he doe me 


to come again to ſee him as ſoon as poſſible. 
Thus 1 got rid of this affair, without be- 
coming a murderer, and was pleaſed to the 
higheſt degree that it had not that ſhock- 
ing iſſue, for I really was much taken with 
his perſon and behaviour, and imagined his 
exceſſes were owing, like the marquiſs's former 
crimes, rather to bad company and too much 
indulgence, for he was the only ſon of a noble 
earl, than from any natural depravity. 


186 Tux ADVENTURES or 


- 


CHAP. XL 
Acquire another noble friend—Encomiums beftow- 


ed on my behaviour — Diſcourſe between me and 
the young marchioneſs— Lord George inſulted 
— A fray enſues — I am known to one of our 
antagoniſis— Surprize' at our meeting Flis 
account of himfelf— My advice to him The 
manner of his receiving it Lord George 
invites him home Mo preſent him to the duke, 
c. BETS e 


Said not one word of this rencounter when 

I came home to any body but my friend, 
who chid me, and at the ſame time applauded 
my behaviour; for theſe were matters, young 
as I was, that did not at all feed my vanity z 
and the next day, towards evening, took an op- 
portunity to call at my antagoniſt's, whom, to 
my agrceable aſtoniihment I found up, eaſy in 
compariſon to what he was the night before, 
and, with his arm in a ſling, walking about the 
garden, into which I was ſhewn. We paid 
our reſpects to each other, and I told him I 
thought he was wrong to expoſe himſelf to the 
cold ſo ſoon. Dear Sir, he replied, that bungler 
that dreſſed my wound either was an ignora- 
mus, or wanted to make a penny of my cure; 
for we have ſince had Mr s the king's 
ſurgeon, who, ſo far from thinking it dange- 
rous, makes very flight of it. But I forget, 
Sir, I have promiſed my father and mother the 
happineſs of ſeeing the gentleman to whom 


they 
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they owe their ſon—You ſee, Sir, I am not a- 
ſhamed of my defeat, or the change you have 
2 in my mind—1 rather glory in it. He 
then led me through ſeveral noble apartments 
into an inner room, where ſat the earl and 
counteſs, and a daughter, fair as Hæbe, to 
whom I paid my compliments, they riſing up 
at my entrance; when my conductor ſaid, Sir, 
this is captain Ramble, the duke of 8 
relation, of whom I told you yeſterday. At 
| theſe words they both, in the — polite terms, 
expreſſed their acknowledgments to me, and 
all three viewed me from head to heel with a 
very viſible pleaſure in their countenances; and 
after we were ſeated, the old nobleman addreſ- 
ſed me in the following terms. I think myſelf 
happy, fir, in enjoying the honour of this vi- 
ſit— You have obliged me beyond meaſure in 
your noble behaviour to my ſon ; but from ſo 
amiable a form, and ſuch a delicacy of mind, 
nothing elſe could be expected. Let me make 
one requeſt to you, fir, that I hope you will 
not deny me, I honour your uncle, (this was 
the character the duke was fond of aſeribing to 
himſelf) and beſeech you would frequently let 
us have the pleaſure of your company — or 
mine are at your ſervice, and will ever be fo, 
and let me entreat you to receive that youth 

into the number of your friends, and finiſh the 
conqueſt you have made over him, by making 
him a thorough convert to your manners and 
example! Nothing can equal the heroiſm and 
rectitude of your behaviour! My lord, I re- 
plied, if my behaviour merits theſe 2 
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I muſt aſcribe it to the influence of the worthy 


| nobleman you mention; in his family I have 


learned all that renders me agreeable or praiſe- 
worthy in your eyes, and your approbation of 
my manners and ſentiments fully rewards me 
for the late effects you attribute to them. I 
embrace the honour of your acquaintance and 
patronage, and that of your illuſtrious family, 
bowing to the ladies, and with great delight the 
friendſhip of your noble fon ; whom I could 
not help admiring and loving at the very minute 
my unfortunate hand wounded him. Upon 


this my new friend came forward and embrac'd 


me with an affectionate air, and we ſpent ſeve- 
ral hours afterwards, mutually pleaſed with each 
other; and it being late when I came away, 
for they inſiſted upon my ſtaying ſupper, they 
order'd me to be convey'd home in their own 
chariot. | 
Our family were all together when I came 
in, and received me with new and extraordi- 
nary tokens of friendſhip; for my ſtory had 
ſpread 1 the town, and no one was a 
ſtranger to what had paſſed between the viſcount 
and me. The duke and the marquiſs were ne- 
ver tir'd of applauding me, and the former ex- 
preſſed his ſenſe of the honour the earl had 
done me, as one conferred upon himſelf, giving 
that worthy nobleman an excellent character, 
and recommending the friendſhip of his ſon to 
us all. The ladies careſſed me with tenderneſs, 
TZenkins ſurvey' d me with admiration, and lord 
George, when we retired, told me pleaſantly 
he was even envious of this ſhining 8 
| | ut, 


FUMES RAMBLE, E, 189 


But, my lord, I returned, perhaps this affair 
may intereſt you more than you are aware of; 
1 have ſeen a young lady, whoſe every look 
tells me ſhe has a ſoul formed to entertain ſa 
noble a gueſt as yourſelf— Pray, my lord, ac- 
company . me to-morrow in a viſit to this fa- 
mily. So, ſo, my friend, he merrily replied, 
becauſe you are caught in the toils of love yours 
ſelf, you are willing alſo to make a captive of 
me; but to ſhew you that I defy your filly God, 
Ill with pleaſure accompany you to-morrow, 
Take care, my lord, I reply'd, you have ſome- 
what more forcible to encounter with than 
ſwords and ſpears. 

The minute I ſaw the young lady, I con- 
cciyed this deſign of making a conqueſt of my 
friend, for, except the young marchioneſs, (and 
lover's exceptions are extreme partial) methought 
I never beheld ſo perfect a form, or eyes ſo re- 
plete with ſentiment and fire, as this lady Har- 
riot's · The two families hitherto had known 
one another only by report, ſo that lord George 
and ſhe were perfect ſtrangers to each other. 

Aſter dinner the next day, my friend and I 
drefled ourſelves with unuſual ſumptuouſneſe, 
and in the duke's chariot drove away to the 
earl's houſe, who, with my new friend, ex- 
preſs'd a pleaſing ſurprize at the ſuddenneſs of 
my ſecond viſit ; but I ſoon unravelled the myſ- 
tery, by introducing lord George with the fol- 
lowing apology, which was as unexpectedly 
_ delightful, I tound, to him as to them: My 
lord, I thought my ſelf under an obligation to 
repay your good opinion of me, by introducing 


to 


—— — - 
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to your knowledge lord George ———, the 
original from whence I have copy'd every per- 
fection you have praiſed in me, and to recom- 
mend him to a place in your eſteem, and the 
friendſhip of your amiable ſon—and may I thus 
be an inſtrument in producing an interview be- 
tween two of the moſt noble and illuſtrious fa- 
milies in the kingdom]! The earl, the coun- 
teſs, their ſon, and daughter, who had juſt en- 
tered the room, ſeemed tranſported at what I 
ſaid, and lord George, in that amiable engaging 
way ſo natural to him, returned their compli- 
ments, ſo as immediately to prejudice them in 
his favour. With rapture inexpreſſible I per- 
ceived the eyes of my friend and the young 
lady met each other with a ſilent approbation, 
and after enjoying ſeveral hours the company of 
this amiable family we took our leave, with 
repeated promiſes exacted from us, of frequent- 
ly viſiting them. - 

My friend for ſome minutes after we came 
away was ſilent, but at length broke out into 
the following exclamations: Was ever ſuch be- 
witching beauty ! What a ſhape! What a face! 
What an air! Why, my friend, you have, 

perhaps, made me unhappy for ever] How can 
I ever deſerve ſuch a treaſure !— The mingled 
ſolemnity and rapture, wirh which this was 
ſpoke, quite diſcompoſed my ſeriouſneſs, and 1 
replied, laughing—Well, my lord—whar's all 
this to you—you who defy love, and all his in- 
fluence. Ah! my Ramble, he replied, I fear 
all my vaunts of liberty are at an end— I am 
indeed become quite another creature, In — | 
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T found he had ſuck'd in the poiſon, and re- 
joiced at the ſucceſs of my viſit, beginning al- 
ready to love him more for being in the ſame 
claſs with myſelf. 5 
At ſupper he was ſo full of the praiſes 
of the young beauty, that the marchion- 
eſs ſaid, with a ſmile, Ah! my lord, have a 
care —your encomiums carry a remarkable deal 
of warmth in them! At this he bluſtyd, and 
waved the diſcourſe. LY 
The next day the earl, the counteſs, and her 
daughter paid the duke and dutcheſs a viſit, 
and the two families ſoon became inſeparable. 
The young nobleman was ever at our houſe, 
or we at theirs, and the young ladies conceiv'd 
the warmeſt affection for each other. Many 
months, however, paſs'd before my timid friend 
ventured to declare his paſſion to the lovel 
Harriot, the cauſe of his pain; but then his 
merit met. with a return that made him one 
of the happieſt of mortals. In one of theſe 
viſits, my fair one and I being left ſome mi- 
nutes by ourſelves, ſhe ſeverely check'd that 
readineſs with which I had engaged in the late 
duel, and told me though I made every body 
elſe happy, yet I had made her extremely miſe- 
rable; for how can I have any peace of mind, 
' whilſt I fee you ſo readily enter into dangers 
that threaten your life; and what may I not 
expect when the ocean deprives me, with its 
awful diſtance, of the immediate influence you 
tell me I have over you. Alas ! my preſaging 
fears make me perpetually uneaſy. Oh! my 
angel, my lovely fair, I reply'd, why will 8 
a | | thus 


—— 
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thus accuſe me, if the punctilio's of honour 
called me to this private encounter, .yet I ma- 
naged it ſo as to give you no cauſe of complaint, 
No, thou idol of my ſoul, I continued; private 
broils are my averſion, and I hate the cuſtom 
that I have now been oblig'd to comply with ; 
but when this drear abſence arrives, when diſ- 
tant from all I hold dear, ftill the idea of thy 
charming form will withhold the hand of raſh- 
neſs, and thy dear commands will whiſper in 
my ears, and force me to obedience! Unleſs 
my king, my country, or my friend arms my 
hand in their defence, I will never tempt the 
leaſt danger! My Sutey ſeemed ſatisfied with 
theſe aſſurances, which 1 gave her with an heart 
ſwelling with the tendereſt gratitude for her 
kind and fond expreſſions. . 
Nothing could render our ſituation more 
bappy than it was at preſent, and lord George 
and myſelf, equally favoured by love, paſſed 
our moments, perpetually bleſſed in the preſence 
of our fair ones, being by a particular exemp- 
tion excus'd the drudgery of recruiting. The 
marquiſs {till continued to act with great gene- 
roſity and friendſhip, and was as fond of our 
neu friend the viſcount as we were, and indeed 
we diſcovered daily new traces of good quali- 
ties in this noble youth. Thus the winter paſ- 
ſed away, and gave place to the blooming graces - 
of ſpring, which carried us to a ſeat ſome miles 
diſtant from London, which the duke had 
bought, and which was divided from the earl's 
only by the lands that lay between, to the ex- 
tent of about half a mile, which greatly ſcryed 
to 
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to cement our new friendſhips, and to facili- 
tate the pleaſing buſineſs of love. From this 
rural receſs we very ſeldom viſited London, un- 
leſs to accommodate, or attend his grace, whoſe 
poſt call'd him every day to court, and who 
was fond of frequently having us to town with 
him. One evening pretty late, as my friend 
and I were returning to our town houſe, from 
a viſit to a worthy merchant in the city, on 
foot, and were walking arm in arm along 
Cheapfide, a ſet of young fellows, to the num- 
ber of fix, who appeared in the habit of gen- 
tlemen, very rudely joſtled by us, and not con- 
tent with ſuch uſage, which we received very 
paſſively, return'd again, and ftruck lord 
George behind, on the head, with a naked 
ſword, at the ſame time halloing out, that 
*twas only to dub him a knight in fun. We 
were not unacquainted with the manners of the 
rakes of the town; but were unwilling, however, 


to be ſtruck, tho' the blow was not a very 


ſevere one, and turning about to ſee who it was, 
the ſwords of three of them were out in an 
inſtant, and pointed at our boſoms, with many 
imprecations that we were dead men. A crowd 
began to gather, and I, putting by two of their 
ſwords, fairly kick'd up one of the heroes he: 1s, 
and knocked another down with a blow of 
my fiſt ; ſo much difference was there between 
the ſtrength of a hardy Nerthumbrian, and the 
London ſparks ; by this time my friend had three 
others upon him, who hardly beſet him, tho* 
no ſwordſmen; becauſe he kept only on the de- 


fenſive, not caring to do them any miſchief, 
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ſceing they were in liquor; the ſixth man, 
whom it remain'd with me to deal with, was 
advancing ſword in hand, but, all on a ſudden 
having a glimpſe of me, by the light of the 
watchmen's lanthorns, who now ſurrounded 
us, and endeavoured to part the fray,—cry'd 
out—gdamn it, what am I doing ! Tis Ramble / 
and dropping the point of his ſword, ſtood in a 
poſture, that expreſs'd the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
Strange as ſuch an appearance ſeem'd to me, I 
was not long before I knew the face and voice, 


of my identical old comrade, Harry Chaſe, who 


was plung'd into ſo much confuſion, that he 
could not utter a word. Is it poſſible, I cry'd l 


Is it poſlible that you ſhould be in ſuch com- 


pany as to make me ſorry to ſee you? Lord 
George now join'd me, having had his aſſailants 
ſecur d by the watch, and a tavern being open 
hard by, we all together, and the midnight 
guard, with their five priſoners, went into a 
room, till Mr Conſtable, with great ſolemnity, 
came to judge in the difference between us. I 
enquir'd of my friend, if he was hurt, he ſaid 
no, to my great joy, and as to my ſelf I had 
ſuffer'd no damage. I call'd him aſide, and in- 
form'd him that one of the band, was the ſon of 
our worthy friend *ſquire Chaſe, of his having 
diſcover'd me, and we agreed not to proſecute 
them on his account. Harry, who was very 
gayly dreſs'd, with all his aſſurance could not 
hold up his head, and the reſt ſcem'd to be alſo 
very much confounded ; but to relieve them 
a little, lord George told the conſtable his qua- 
lity, and making him a handſome preſent, and 


giving 
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giving ſomewhat to the watchmen to drink, . 


they left their priſoners in our ering Upon 
this, willing to raiſe Harrys ſpirits, I advanc'd 
towards him, and flinging my arms about him, 
told him this behaviour of his and his com- 
rades, ſhould not hinder me from welcoming 
him to town, and telling him I was rejoic'd to 
ſee him. This action, and theſe words, brought 
him in ſome meaſure to himſelf, and he return- 
ed my embrace with great affeCtion, ſaying he 


was vaſtly ſorry for what had happened, and 


heartily aſked us pardon; and, turning to his 


' comrades, he ſaid, ſee gentlemen the iſſue of 


ſuch frolicks !—I was going to murder one of 
my beſt friends; but from hence forwards Þll 
keep clear of ſuch noiſe and riot, which I am 
infinitely aſhamed of. Seeing him in this 
towardly diſpoſition, I preſented him to lord 
George, acquainting the one with his quality, 


and the other that he was his countryman, and 


the ſon of our old friend 'ſquire Chaſe of the 
Holm, with great ceremony. And now the 
morning beginning to dawn, we took leave of 
him and his company, after we had invited him 


to breakfaſt with us the next morning, and re- 
tired home, full of conjecture upon the mean- + 


ing of Harry's elopement from the univerſity, 
where I imagined his father ſtill thought him 
purſuing his ſtudies, and lord George expreſs'd 
a great liking of his perſon, and the openneſs 
and frankneſs of his deportment. | 

The next morning Harry very punctually 
kept his appointment, and came genteelly 
dreſſed to the duke's, and was really grown a 
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very handſome perſonable young fellow. After 
breakfaſt, I call'd Mr Jenkins to fee him, who 


could hardly believe his eyes, and we four ſitting 
down, I took the liberty to enquire what was 


his buſineſs in London, and drew from him the 


following frank confeſſion. My father, you 
know, ſir, deſtined me to the ſtudy of phyſic, 
which, together, with other ſciences, I purſued, 
with ſome application, for the firſt three years 
of my ſtay at the univerſity ; but afterwards 
taking a diſlike to it, I muddied my brains, in 
hearing lectures in the civil law, the jargon of 
which pleaſed me for ſome time, and I was ſo 
much approv'd, that, at our next commence- 
ment, I took the degree of batchelor of laws; 


but my diſpoſition, which you know is ſome- 


what volatile, ſoon ſhifted me to the ſofter pur- 
ſuits of poetry and muſick, and now nothing 
fill'd my brains, but dreams of Pindus, and 
choruſles of the Aonian maids. Unhappily this 
turn of my temper was attended with an amo- 
rous engagement or two, by my attachment to 
which, I tranſgreſs'd the rules of the college, 
was check'd and puniſhed for it, which enrag'd 
the little wit I was maſter of, with reſentment 


_ againſt our principal; on whom having written 


ſome ſarcaſtical lines, I was finally, and for- 
mally expell'd the univerſity, about five months 
ſince. I had money enough, and immediately 
repair'd to London, where I fell into the com- 
pany of ſome gentry as wild as myſelf, with 
whom I have aſhduouſly followed the pleaſures, 
as they are called, of this town, ever ſince, till 
the happy, unfortunate moment of our meet- 


ing 
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ing; the manner of which I ſhall ever regret. 
Now, fir, for the light {ide of my pifture,— I 
can't charge myſelf with any baſe action hither- 
to, and have, for ſometime, been ſo ſick of m 

company, that I was determined to ſhake it off, 
and accordingly have wrote to my father, ac- 
knowledging my offences, and praying him to 
uſe his intereſt, to procure me a commiſſion in 
ſome of the new regiments ; a military life 
being what at preſent I chooſe, preferable to 
any other, and I expect him ſoon to town on 
the occaſion. How I ſhall meet his face after 
theſe extravagancies, 1 know not, unleſs you 
and my lord will become my interceſſors, with 
him, for pardon. I am aſhamed of having aQ- 
ed fo fillily, but hope my future conduct will 
make him amends, and prove me worthy of a 
return of your friendſhip, which will make me 
the happieſt man living. This account was given 
with ſo agreeable a vein of humour, that it 
made us all ſmile, and indeed, his openneſs, and 
fincerity, work'd ſo upon my friend, that he 
took him by the hand and promiſed him a place 
in his efteem ; an honour he received with a 
proper, and grateful return, and that youn 

nobleman further aſſured him, that he e 
he ſhould be able to aſſiſt his father, in providing 
for him in the army. I then addreſſed my- 
ſelf to him in the following words. My dear 


old comrade, I can't expreſs the pleafure l take * 
in ſeeing you, and in hearing your reſolutions 


of future behaviour! I have a natural affection 
for you, from our being brought up together, 
almoſt from our infancy, and ſtill, if poſſible, a 


3 greater, 
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greater, from the former connections between 
our worthy parents, and the great merit of 
your father and mother; and to ſtrengthen 
your good purpoſes, beg you would let us 
have 2s much of your company as poſſible; 
when once a man has reflected ſeriouſly upon 
his errors, a relapſe is mean and dangerous, pro- 
ductive of evils that no after reformation is ca- 
pable of atoning for, and ſinks him for ever in 
the opinion of his friends. I know your good 
- ſenſe, and amiable diſpoſition, ſo well, that 
you will not heſitate to conform your ſelf to 
the ſober maxims of ſuch a friendſhip as ex- 
iſts between my lord and me. He thank'd me 
for my advice, and kind offer, and behaved ſo 
diſcreetly upon it, that all our prejudices were 
ſoon faced, and we preſented him to his 
grace, and the ladies, who knew his father, 
and eſteemed him, and invited him to their 
country retreat, till he came to town. Harry 
had not heard before of the death of Mir Good- 
man, at which he ſhew'd a very decent con- 
cern, and when he was informed of our being 
in the army, and the likelyhood, if he pro- 
cured a commiſſion, of his going on the ſame 
i expedition, his joy was without bounds, and he 
| was the more confirmed in his military ſcheme. 
We ſoon afterwards introduced him to the 
1 earl's family, where he was alſo receiv'd with 
BE a diſtinction, that teſtifyed the regard they had 
| for his introducers. | $4} 6 
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CHAP. XLI. 


Squire Chaſe arrives in London— His viſit to 
the duke, and joyful ſurpriae Brings letters 
from Ware-hall—41/ ao him à conſiderable ſer- 
vice. His ſon obtains a commiſſion in our re- 
giment— His gratitude—T he marguiſs ſets out 
for the univerſity— His attendants—Le Fevre 
diſſmiſſed, aud provided for. | 


N about ten days after our encountring my 
1 old friend Harry, we were informed, one 
afternoon, that a gentleman from the country, 
begged to be introduced to his grace. We im- 
mediately ſuſpected it was Mr Chaſe, and to 
give him a more agreeable ſurprize, his ſon, 
who was preſent, ſtepp'd into an adjoining room, 
and as he ſometime before had leit his former 
lodging, without leaving a direction where he 
was to be found, we did not doubt but his poor 
father was in a prodigious concern about him. 
Lord George, and myſelf, flew into the hall, and 
met him with repeated embraces, welcoming 


him to town, wondering to fee him, and aſæ- 


ing him what fortunate wind, for us, had 
drove him hither? He ſhewed a vaſt pleaſure 
at the ſight of us; but wore a concern in his 
face, that plainly diſcovered the uneaſineſs of 


his mind. We did not, however, allow himto 


explain himſelf, but introduced him to his grace, 


who received him with his uſual goodneſs, and 


when he was ſeated, aſked him the occaſion of 
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his journey. Oh! my lord duke, he reply'd, — 
I have an ungracious boy, who has leſt the uni- 
verſity without my knowledge, and has ſent me 
word he is in London ; in no very good compa- 
ny I fear, —he inform'd me he had an inclinati- 
en for the army, and I, unwilling he ſhould be 
quite loſt, am come this tedious journey, to uſe 
my little intereſt to provide for him, according 

to his rambling inclination z but now I am ar- 
rived, cannot get the leaſt tale or tidings of 
him; and fear he is abſolutely ruin'd. At this 
concluſion, the ſtarting tear trickled down his 
cheek ; but reſuming himſelf, he begged pardon 
for troubling us with his grief, and aſked, with 
great reſpect, after the health of the ladies, who 
were at our country houſe. We were all much 
affected with his ſorrow, and began to repent 
our ſtratagem, and the duke kindly taking him 
dy the hand, ſaid; come Mr Chaſe be compos d, 
theſe lads love to play pranks with us old men; 
but to releaſe you from your apprehenſions, I 
can inform you that your fon, dating his former 
youthful foibles, is ſuch as you would wiſh him, 
and in company that he need not be aſhamed 
of, and beckoning to us, we flung open the 
door, and Harry in an inſtant threw himſelf on 
his knees before him. What language can paint 
the emotions of a tender father, on ſuch an un- 
expected interview! his joy was without bounds, 
and the filial careſſes beſtowed upon him, ex- 
tremely delightful. Ah! my fon, he ſaid, —ah! 
Mr Ramble, you have ſurprized me indeed, in- 
to too great, too oppreſſive a weight of hap- 
pineſs,—to find thee thus,— in ſuch illuſtrious 
: company, 
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company, makes amends for all the errors, and 
ſlips of thy youth, —I'Il do every thing for thee 
that thou canſt deſire, or that my fortune will 
afford. And then turning to his grace, ex- 
preſſed his acknowledgments, for the honour 
conferr'd upon his ſon, of permitting him un- 
der his roof. His ſon then inform'd him of 
our reſcuing him from his follies, and the kind- 
neſs we had ſhewed to him ever ſince, —he 
thanked us for it in the moſt reſpectful terms, 
and added, I fee the hand of providence is in 
it, — you are ordain'd to follow the fortunes of 

Captain Ramble, with whom you had the 
honour to be bred! We then fell into a diſ- 
courſe of all our friends in the country, and he 
delivered to the duke a packet, which he had 
received from Mr Poundage, and whilſt he was 
peruſing. the letters, Mr Chaſe informed us, 
that his lady and family, Mr Sly and his family, 
and all our friends were in health. The duke 
ſoon after joined us, and let us know that Mr 
Poundage was well, and all his family, and 
neighbours , but that old Gibbons and his wife, 
had both paid their laſt debt to nature. The 
marquiſs now came in, and ſeemed highly 
pleaſed to fee Mr Chuſe, and Fenkins alſo was 
called up to pay his reſpects to him, between 
whom and the *ſquire, paſſed an exchange of 
civilities, equal to the reſpect they bore each 
other. Old Poundage, reſumed the duke, in 
order to conſole himſelf for our abſence, has 
taken his niece home to Yare-hall, ſo that you 
ſee, gentlemen, my old ſeat is not deſtitute of 
beauty; he deſires to be remembered to you 
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all, with great affection, and wiſhes the honour 
of a line from you, before you depart the 
kingdom. We bow'd and promiſed to write 
to him, and the duke propoſed to carry Mr 
Chaſe down with him that very day, to ſce the 
ladies, in which we all accorded to accompany 
him. They were quite pleaſed to ſee their 
country neighbour, and vy'd with each other 
in his entertainment, particularly my Swukey, 
who diſtinguiſhed every one with whom I had 
had any former connection. Fhe next morn- 
ing I introduced him to the earl's family, and 
knowing the duke had a great many petitioners, 
and willing to ſurprize my friend Chaſe with. an 
unexpected favour; in the evening, when the 
young viſcount, the marquiſs, lord George, and 


myſelf, were together, I told the former the oc- 


caſion of the old gentleman's journey, and be- 
ſought him to intereſt his father, in the pro- 
curement of a lieutenancy for Harry. Well 
Captain, he replyed, this is obliging me highly, 
ſure I'll uſe all my endeavours to ſerve a man, 
to whom I owe my life, - you do me a great 
favour, and I'll immediately get him to write 
in his behalf, to the ſecretary at war, who I 
know has too great a regard for my father, to 
refuſe him ſuch a favour. So ſaying, he left us, 
to execute this commiſhon, and the marquiſs, 
and my friend, were quite pleaſed, with what I 
had done, agreeing with me, to ſurprize all the 
family with the grant, when it arrived. How- 
ever, upon ſecond thoughts, we thought pro- 
per to acquaint his grace, who was not at all 
diſpleaſed with it, ſaying, it was kind to _ 

im 
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him the trouble of ſollicitation for this favour, 
when he had ſo many clients to oblige, who 
had no other friend. | 25 

In two days time, the viſcount informed me 
that his father had ſucceeded, and ſoon after 
a meſſage came from him, to deſire my com- 
pany, and lord George's, to dinner. After the 
cloth was remov'd, he addreſſed himſelf to me 
in the following terms. Well, fir, I have got 


a commiſſion for your friend, and beg you 
would look upon it as a token of gratitude, 


from a father you have made happy. Here it 
is, - preſent it to him in what manner you 
think proper. We gratefully thank'd him for 
his goodneſs, and, I replyed, my lord, I ſhall 
never be able to repay, what I owe to you, and 
my lord your fon, but will endeavour every 


moment of my future life, to deſerve your in- 


valuable favours, and 1 hope my friend will 
prove worthy of the honour, you have con- 
ferr'd upon him: You know, my lord, his 
grace expects the honour of your company to 
ſupper to night, and as I intend to ſurprize Mr 
Chaſe and his ſon, into their good fortune, 1 
will depoiit the commiſſion in theſe beautiful 
hands, giving it to lady Harriet, till I give her 
the ſignal to deliver it. He ſhall have the addi- 
tional ſatisfaction of receiving this honour, from 
the moſt beautiful lady in the kingdom. This 
was aſſented to, which I did to plcaſe lord 
George, who when we came away acknow- 
ledged the favour, and ſaid I was grown the 
politeſt man in the kingdom. After ſupper 
was over, the dutcheſs, who was let into the 


ſecret, 
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ſecret, aſked Mr _ if he had made any 
progreſs, in providing for his fon. He anſwer- 
ed, that having been loth to trouble his grace, 
he had been with the members for the county ; 
but could not tell, yet, if he ſhould ſucceed 
that way, or be forced to purchaſe a commiſſion 
for him. Oh! ſhe replyed, that muſt not be, 
perhaps ſome kind Angel, may fave you that 
expence. I was always of opinion, that theſe 
heavenly intelligences, often interfere in the be- 
half of virtue and goodneſs, —come have a 
good heart. Madam, he replyed, your words 
are very encouraging, but I fear no ſuch good 
fortune will await me,—and my friends are 
very few. Perhaps you may have more friends 
than you are aware off, —lady Harriet, here can 
tell fortunes, what do you fay miſs, will you 
tell Mr Chaſe if he ſhall ſucceed? Yes, madam, 
that lady replyed,—let me ſee your hand Mr 
Chaſe, —which he with great humour preſented 
to her on his knees: ſhe ſurveyed it with much 
attention, and in ſo droll a manner, as made us 
all laugh, and at laſt cryed out, —why here are 
ſome favourable lines, — but I muſt examine 
your ſon's hand too,—T have great kill in 
palmiſiry. Harry to carry on the joke, as he 
thought it, followed his father's example, and 
opening his hand, —ſhe continued, - why now 
I ſee you'll be a happy man, and though I ſhould 
have the perquiſite myſelf, —yet, as I am not 
mercenary, I'll croſs your hand, with ſome- 
what, for the trouble you have taken; upon 
which, ſhe ſlipped the commiſſion out of her 
pocket, and clapped it into his hand, which _ 
car 
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earl, laughing heartily, ſnatched away, and ſaid, 


hy ſure this daughter of mine can conjure, 


what's here! To our truſty and well beloved 
Henry Chace,Gent!—with G. R. on the top 
well, well, if this be the caſe, your labour's 
at an end. The father and ſon, looked at each 
other with a vaſt deal of aſtoniſhment, till the 
earl gave the former the commiſſion, ſaying, 
he'd warrant it a good one, though it came by 
ſuch unintelligble conveyance; He looked it 
over and over, and then broke out into ſo 
miany acknowledgments, in which he was join- 
ed by his ſon, to the young lady, the duke, the 

earl, and all the company, that his grace was 
willing to put a period to em, by ſaying; I ſup- 
poſe young Mr Chaſe will not like this con- 


_ miſſion the worſe, becauſe he is appointed I ſee, 


to the ſame regiment, with lord George and 
Ramble, to the latter of whom, and his intereſt 


in this noble lord, I believe he's obliged for it. 


They then began afreſh, to return thanks in 
the moſt tranſported manner; and, after we ſe- 
parated, my old friend and his ſon, following 
me and lord George, in a 2 ſpeech, dwelt 
upon our goodneſs; one ſaying I was the true 
copy of my excellent father, and the other pro- 
teſting he would obey my commands, and thoſe 
of my friend, in whatever part of the world we 
were ordered to, as obſequiouſly as if he was 
our ſlave. Words can't deſcribe the joy I felt at 
thus having obliged and pleaſed them, and lord 
George alſo contemplated with ſatisfaction, 
that we ſhould have another companion with 
us, whom we ſo much eſteemed, in our future 

travels, 
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travels. The *ſquire thus having ended ſuc- 
ceſsfully his buſineſs in London, ſoon departed, 
loaded with preſents for his lady and Mrs Sy), 
Mr Poundage, and Miſs Heſther, and with letters 
to the old ſteward from us all, after our taking 
leave of him, and wiſhing him health and happi- 
neſs. Harry could not accompany him to ſee his 
mother, for we now expected every moment 
to be ordered to our poſts, as the forces were 
drawing together, and marching to encamp in 


the iſle of Wight. | : 


The marquiſs alſo was now conſtrained to bid 
us adieu, and ſet out for the univerſity of Cam- 


bridge, where tutors were provided for him ; for 


le Fevre being preſented to a living of great 
value, was diſmiſs'd at his own requeſt, and 
thus retired to plague the country people with 
his caſuiſtical divinity, nobody in the family la- 
menting his loſs. He was furniſhed with all 
things neceſſary for his rank, in profuſion, and 


attended by three livery ſervants, took leave 


of us with mutual embraces, and tears ſtand- 
ing in his eyes; laying an injunction upon his 
brother and me, to write to him by every op- 
portunity of conveyance: ' And, before his de- 
parture, would force me to accept a very rich 


. fowling piece, mounted with gold, and a pair 


of ſuperb piſtols, as a token of his rememb- 
rance. We were greatly affected, alſo, with 
this ſeparation, for he had long endeared him- 


ſelf to us, by his late manners and behaviour. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XML 


Me are preſented to the Commander in chief Or- 


dered to join the regiment— My interview, and 
tender parting with the young marchioneſs— 
That of lord George, and lady Harriet? 
take leave of all our friends —Generoſity of the 
duke and dutcheſs— Arrive at the camp In- 
troduced to the colonel — And the reſt of the 
corps. | 


H E duke thought proper that we ſhould 
pay a viſit to my lord Cathcart, appointed 
commander in chief of the forces deſtined to 
the W/t-Indies, before we departed to our 
duty, and accordingly carried us to wait upon 
that nobleman, who receiv'd us in a manner 
that charmed us, and promiſed his grace that 
he would not forget us upon any promotion that 
occurred, and took the trouble to give us ſome 


excellent advice, as to our behaviour and duty, 


our voyage, and the method of living in the 
climate we were bound to, and we parted from 
him, full of joy at being deſigned to ſerve under 
an officer of ſuch experience, honour, and hu- 
manity. T 

And now the gloomy period arrived, when we 
were to be ſeparated from all ourdear friends, 


and to enter a new ſcene of life; to tempt all 


the dangers of ſtormy ſeas, inclement ſkies, 
and raging war. Nor could we contemplate the 
awful diſtance, that was ſoon to divide us from 
our native country, from our W 
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a degree of ſeriouſneſs, that even bordered upon 
melancholy. Our comrade Harry, who had 
an amazing ſtock of vivacity, contributed great- 
ly to keep up our ſpirits, and often banter'd us 
in his droll way, for our diſpoſition ; but, alas! 
he had no favourite ſhe to leave, no jealous fear 
to perplex his brain, none of that train of pain- 
ful regrets that tortured our boſoms, upon this 
trying occalion. We received our orders to 
join the regiment, and now the dreaded moment 
came, when was to part with all my ſoul held 
dear; and, to take a private farewel, ſuited to 
the dignity of the occaſion, I ſought her in her 
apartment, and found the lovely mourner, 


drowned in forrow, and in an attitude that 


rived my heart in twain. I approached her with 
trembling ſteps, and, as ſoon as I had taken her 
fair hand in mine, and cry'd oh! this is dreadful ! 
a torrent of tears choaked my voice, and the 


unfiniſhed accents dyed upon my tongue. Thus 


we ſtood gazing at each other, ſome moments, 
with anguiſh of mind inexpreſſible. I-threw 
myſelf at her feet, embraced her knees, and 
in this ſilent manner teſtify*d the pain I ſuffered, 
—but ſtill my voice faultered, and I could not 
utter the dreadful ſounds—we muſt part! M 

Sukey, quite overcome with this ſcene, funk 


down on a Chair, that happily ſtood by her, and 
exclaiming—this is worſe than death! threw 


her handkerchicf over her face, and gave way 
to a freſh deluge of tears, that ran trickling down 
from her eyes. At length, ſomewhat reſum- 
ing the man, I tenderly took her in my arms, 


and cry'd oh! delight of my eyes— ceaſe, if 


poſſible, 
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poſſible, theſe tears, which incapacitate me 
from the leaſt reflection] we part tis true 
but part to meet again—never more to be ab- 
ſent from each other ! ten thouſand riſing ten- 
derneſſes, melt my ſoul !—ah ! why was I for- 
med with ſo much ſoftneſs !—or why am I not 


in a condition to perpetually indulge it? But 


hear me,- thou dear arbiter of my fate! hear 
me, whilſt I ſwear, that truth, conſtancy, and 
a perpetual regard to our chaſte affection, 
ſhall dwell with me every moment of my ab- 
ſence! not a wandering look, or glance, ſhall 
ever decoy my eyes, my thoughts, full of thy 
adorable image, of thy tranſporting form! and 
oh! may thoſe powers, that look down com- 
placently on innocence and virtue, preſerve us 
for each other, and recompence all our ſuifer- 
ings! Thou deareſt youth—ſhe had now ac- 
quired preſence of mind enough to reply—thou 
object of my virgin vows!—-my fears—my 
cares can I bear this abſence and live ?—Can 


I, that have dwelt in the ſight of that engaging 


form, of thoſe matchleſs perfections, — that 
have every minute, proudly contemplated thy 
virtues an I bear the thought of being de- 
prived of all this—perhaps for ever, and not ex- 
pire? No, reaſon—hope, all are inſufficient to 
ſupport me ; butah! it muſt be; our cruel for- 
tunes—that have taken our parents from us,— 
that have purſued us from our births, —have not 
ceaſed their malevolence ! Still I muſt reſume 
myſelf, — and oh! muſt appear in publick with 
a face of joy, whilſt diſcontent fits heavy at 
my heart! Let if any thing can preſerve my 
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ſenſes—it is the kind—the tender aſſurances, 
you give me of your truth and conſtancy— 
your pleaſing prophecies of future happineſs, — 
ah ! may they not be illuſive dreams—formed 
to flatter our too ardent expectations! By that 
Almighty power, that preſides over all human 
events, and here ſhe flung herſelf upon her 
knees beſide me, whilſt I joined in the ſame 
attitude, my mind ſhall remain firmly yours— 
my ſoul ſhall never know a ſemblance of in- 
conſtancy—and you, and only you—ſhall ever 


fill this breaſt—ſhall ever ſhare this heart— 


which you have ſecured by ſo many different 


ſervices—by ſo much real, and genuine merit! 
Here ſhe ceaſed—and left me tranſported with 
the harmonious accents of her charming voice, 
Again, and again, we repeated our mutual 
vows, and at length brought ourſelves to a 
calm compoſure, and reaſon's forceful ray, 
aſſiſted by hope's all chearing influence, ſpoke 
peace to our labouring boſoms. Whilſt yet 1 
held the dear hand in mine, the marchioneſs 
ſtole unperceived into the room, and leoking 
at us with the utmoſt tenderneſs, ſat down by 
us. I was much confuſed, as well as her 
daughter,and the marks of our tears were viſible 


in our eyes. I attempted to riſe, —but the ex- 


cellent lady ſaid, don't be diſturbed, my children, 
II know full well the reaſon of your tears, — 
and I muſt join *em with mine, here ſhe wept 


Il am touched, my dear, to the heart, with this 
ſeparation ; though ſo long expected, I am not 


prepared to loſe thee — thou excellent youth 
No my better angel—thou who haſt been more 


than 
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than a ſon to me—how can I bear this abſence! 


indeed it makes me very unhappy !—that dear 


creature too — alas! it touches her — I don't 
wonder at it—you love each other—l have 
long perceived it with pleaſure—and give you 
leave to indulge it—-you are both equally dear 
to me! Here ſhe alternately folding us in her 
arms, embraced us with a preſſure of the ut- 
moſt fondneſs. But why do I repine—God's 
will be done—you have reſtored us to our fa. 
mily—providence perhaps may make you the 
inſtrument, alſo, to reſtore me a huſband, and 
my daughter a father, whom we lJament—who 
perhaps, is now a wretched wanderer in ſome 
diſtant clime. May heaven preſerve and pro- 
tect thee, and return thee ſafe, with thy noble 
friend, to our longing wiſhes, I ſaid all that * 
grateful heart could dictate, in return to ſo 
much angelic goodneſs— l threw myſelf before 
her—called her my deareſt—much loved mo- 
ther, and vowed her life and happineſs, was 
more dear to me, than my own. And thus we 
parted ! O ever to be remembered—woeful— 
happy day ! | 

Soon afterwards I was joined by my friend, 
who had juſt come from the ſame tender inter- 
view, with his charming Harriet, and we 
mingled our tears, and complaints together, and 
were ſome hours before we were fit to ſee the 
reſt of our friends. Harry, mean time, had 
attended the packing up our equipage, and. 
a number of magnificent neceſſaries, with 
hich the generoſity of their graces, had fur- 
iſhed us all. Thoſe dear parents, friends, and 
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patrons, parted with us after a thouſand bleſſings, 
and prayers for pur welfare; the dutcheſs wept, 
nor could her noble conſort reſtrain a parting 
tear. The earl, the counteſs, her daughter, 
ſon, and the marchioneſs, my fair one, and Mrs 
Gentle, joined us; nothing could equal the ten- 
derneſs expreſſed by them all, at our ſeparation, 
they folded us in their arms, over and over a- 
gain. The fair ones tears ran inceſſantly ; not 
noticed now, for all preſent wept. Poor Jen- 
kixs ſtrained us in his arms, without the power 
of ſpeech, and all the ſervants ſtood mute, with 
concern around them. Our horſes were brought, 
we mounted—and as long as our eyes could dif- 
tinguith, {till kept them fixed upon the dear 
perſons, til! the lengthened diſtance barred our 
fight. T'was an hour before we could ſpeak 
to each other, for even the vivacious Harry 
Chaſe was touched, and mute; and when we 
did, the diſcourſe run on what had juſt paſſed, 
and we afreſh lamented the cruel commands of 
honour, that thus forced us from theſe dearly 
beloved relatives. We were attended by my 
man ack, that faithful fellow reſolving to ſhare 
my fortune, and lord George's favourite ſervant, 
with another, that he had given to wait upon 
Mr Chaſe, and in three days arrived at Port/- 
mouth, and paſſed over to the iſle of Wight, 
where now the forces were all encamped, and 
preparing for their embarkation. As ſoon as 
we diſmounted, and had ſhifted our clothes, for 
our baggage, which went by ſea, was arrived be- 
fore us, we waited upon our colonel, who re- 
ceived us in a very polite manner, and that very 
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evening, invited the reft of the officers of the 
regiment, to an entertainment, and preſented 
us to them, by whom we were received with 


the behaviour of gentlemen, and the frankneſs 
of ſoldiers. 


C HAP. XIII 


Me are highly careſſed— Receive letters from Lon- 
don — Return anſwers — Embark for the Weſt 
Indies—After many delays, ſail on our voyage 
A word or two to the reader — Arrive at Barba- 
does—T he general dies—Charatter of his ſuc- 
ceſſor — Arrive at Jamaica. ; 


\ \ E recommended ourſelves, ſo much, to 
our brother officers, by our conduct, 

and politeneſs of behaviour, that we were ſoon 
very much careſſed on all hands. The old 
ſoldiers, who obſerv'd us aſſiduous in our duty, 
mounting guard, and taking every thing accord- 
ing to our tours, and our expertneſs in the mat- 
ter, pronounced, that we ſhould make as good 
officers as any in the army; and my friend and 
I, beſtowed ſo many leflons upon Harry, that 
he ſoon became as expert in the diſcipline, as 
we were. As to the young officers, our gay 
and magnificent appearance, the quality of my 
iriend, and the great command of money we 
diſplayed, together with our courteous behaviour, 
attracted all their praiſe, Tho? I was only eldeſt 
lieutenant, of the colonel's company, or inother 
words,cpatain licutenant, yet I had as unlimited a 
command over my men, as lord George over * 
the 
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the colonel ſeldom troubling himſelf with any 
other, than regimental affairs; leaving the com- 
pany to my ſole management; and, in a little 
time, theſe two companies, were not only diſ- 
tinguiſhed, more than the reſt of the regiment, 
but more than all thoſe in the camp; we not 
only diſciplined, but poliſned the roughneſs, and 
brutality of our men, and, by our example, 
checked that licentious behaviour, which they 
had brought from the ſtreets of London, of 
which they had moſtly been the canaille. The 
friendſhip of our colonel for us, ſoon got a re- 
moval for Harry, who was ordered to do duty, 
as firſt lieutenant of lord George's company, to 
his great joy, not well reliſhing his former cap- 
tain, who was a politive, touchy, old ſoldier, 
of great ſufficiency, and little knowledge, The 
harmony obſerved between us, had ſuch an 
effect upon the other officers, of our two com- 
panies, who were all very pretty gentlemen, and 
much of our own ages, that we lived a life 


envied by all around us; diſorder and confuſion, 


riot and uproar, was baniſhed from our tents, 
and friendly calmneſs, and unanimity, made e- 
very incident agreeable. Thus we continued 
for near two months, in our camp, till the fleet, 


under Sir Chaloner Ogle, had aſſembled, and du- 


ring this time, frequently received letters from 


all our friends, particularly our adored fair ones, 
fraught with ſuch ſoft, ſuch delicate ſentiments, 
as ſtill made our ſeparation more unhappy. We 
were perpetually employed, in returning an- 
ſwers to theſe welcome billets, filled with all 
the tender expreſſions, that our captivated 
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hearts could dictate. The viſcount expreſſed 
how loneſome he was without our ſociety, and 
the marquiſs's letters, breathed the higheſt 
friendſhip and eſteem. Fenkins was not behind 
hand, but wrote us ſeveral letters, in which the 
honeſt affection of his heart was diſplayed. In 


due returns to all theſe favours, we found a 


moſt agreeable employment, and as Harry was 
remembered in them all, we made him alſo 
join us in the taſk. He received ſeveral letters, 
too, from his father, and mother, to which 
he replyed with filial duty, reverence, and re- 
ſpect: 


And now the fleet being ready, we embarked, 


in good health, and ſpirits, and as it fortunate- 


ly happened; both our companies, were ordered 
on board the ſame ſhip, a favour we in great 
meaſure, owed to our colonel, who contrived 
all the ways in his power to oblige us. After 
he had made his choice of accommodations, we 
each of us pitched upon our ſeveral cabins, but 
as to the article of dieting, he was ſo kind as 
to ſay, we would join ſtocks, and make but 
one table, each contributing, a proportion of 
proviſions, according to his rank; this was 
very readily agreed to; but lord George and 
myſelf, obliged our brother officers, with ex- 


cuſing them from any part of the expence, with 


which inſtance of our generoſity, they were 
not a little pleaſed. Various, and perplexing, 
were the many attempts we made to fail, and 
our frequent returns into port ; but at length, 
we were bleſſed with a fair wind, and bid a long 
adieu, to the chalky cliffs of England, carrying 

in 
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in our boſoms, a fund of love, tenderneſs, 
eſteem, and veneration, for our dear friends 


and native country. Lord George and Harry, 


were exceſſively fea ſick, for ſome days; but as 
to my part, I had never one qualm, from the 
beginning to the end of our voyage, in which 
aur veſlel met with no accident, nor did we 
loſe one man, and what was ſtill more to be 
wondered at, there was not the leaſt difference, 


ar diſturbance, amongſt us, during the whole 


Every thing was conducted with eaſe, 
harmony, politeneſs, and unanimity. 
I muſt here advertiſe my kind reader, that he 


need be under no pain, or apprehenſion, of my 


making a long digreſſion from my ſtory, to re- 
late the incidents of our voyage, or our conſe- 


- quent military operations; I never intended to 


give him a ſea journal, or to enter into the 
merits, or miſcarriages, of our expedition ; 
much has been written, pro and con, upon the 
ſubject, and as much, might as well have been 
ſpared, for the knowledge it has imparted to the 
world. I ſhall only touch upon ſuch publick 
actions, whercin | myſelf had a ſharez my 
private ſtory is what I intended the world 
ſhould be acquainted with; nor ſhall J digreſs 
therefrom, to become the conveyance, either 
of party, encomium, or malice. | 

To return then, we reached Barbadoes, and 
were detained there ſome time, by the much 
lamented death of lord Cathcart, our noble 


commander in chief. If the teſtimony of ten 


thouſand weeping eyes, could ſpeak his merit, 


they did fo; and we who were more imme- 


diately 
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diately under his care, loſt by this ſtroke, a 
general, a father, and a friend, and the expe- 
dition its principal ſpring, and ſupport. Went- 
worth ſucceeded him, who, if not equal in 
military experience, yet, poſſeſſed all his ſofter 
qualities, and, perhaps, was as generous, hu- 
mane, and kind an officer, as ever bore a 
truncheon. We were ſeveral times on ſhore, 
during our ſtay, at theſe iſlands, where we were 
entertained, with magnificence, by the ſettlers; 
a vain, ſhewey, but good natured ſet of people. 
The remainder of our voyage to Famaica, 
was principally diſtinguiſhed by the diſeaſes, 
that infected the fleet, and army, by which 
numbers met their fate, and were caſt into the 
bowels of the ocean. Our arrival at the wiſh- 
ed for iſland, put ſome ſhort ſtop to the mor- 
tality, by the freſh water, and proviſions it 
afforded us; but it ſoon returned with devour- 
ing force, and ſwept away our men like the 
plague, carrying them off by hundreds at a 
time: Nor were the officers exempted from 
the fate of their men, urging it by their in- 
temperance, as if the diſeaſes we were liable to, 
had not been ſufficient to wing their paſſage to 
the other world. In ſhort, ſuch vice and 
wickedneſs, ſoon ſpread itſelf amongſt us, as 


was enough to provoke divine vengeance, to our 
deſtruction. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


Lord George and ſelf ſeized with the fever 
Lieutenant Chaſe's affettion and aſſiduity— 
My ſervant's fidelity Our other ſervants die 
Ae recover Sail for Carthagena—Attack 
of Fort Lazarus—Lord George wa]. 
Am wounded myſelf — Brought off by lieu- 
tenant Chaſe— Return to Jamaica—// are 
all three promoted. 5 | 


E were ſo happy, by mixing as little 

as poſſible, in theſe debauches, and 
exceſſes, to preſerve our healths for a conſide- 
rable time aſter our arrival; but it was our ill 
luck to be off our guard one evening, and, after 
drinking pretty freely at an entertainment 
made by one of the admirals, to which we were 
invited, we took ſo few of our uſual precau- 
tions, as to barring out the evening dew, that 
we caught violent colds, and my friend and 
ſelf, were both attacked with a 'raging fever, 
that put our lives in imminent danger. Harry 
eſcaped, and happy it was for us that he did, 
for to his extraordinary affection, and aſſiduity, 
and the faithful attendance. of my man, we 
more than any thing, owed the preſervation of 
our lives. The former was inconſolable at our 
condition, and with the latter, never ſtirred 
from us during our whole illneſs, performing 
all the offices of nurſes, and adminiſtring the 
medicines that were preſcribed us. Our gene- 
ral officers, and all our brethren of the army, 
. | | Were 
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were continually viſiting us, and we had ſo 
gained the good will of every one, that the 
apprehended loſs of us, was viewed in the light 
of a common misfortune. "Thank God, the 
endeavours of our phyſicians, had the defired 
effect, and we recovered, though ſo much 


weakened, as not to be able to return to our 


duty for ſome weeks. Lord George's, and Har- 
ry's ſervants, who were attacked with the ca- 
lentuxe, at the ſame time, baffled all the means, 
medicine could furniſh, and dyed regretted by 
us all, as their uſeful qualities deſerved. The 
tenderneſs ſhewed by lieutenant Chaſe, which 
was held in admiration by every one, drew 
from us the ſincereſt acknowledgments, and 
from this time we threw a fide all reſerve to 
him, and he became a partaker of all our ſe- 
crets, even that of our love; and his vivacious 


reflections, and the pleaſing hope he endeavour- 


ed to ſupport our minds in, in a great meaſure, 
frequently ſoftened the chagrin that our ab- 
ſence, now near a twelvemonth, without once 
hearing from the idols of our ſouls, had oc- 
caſioned. 

As to Jach, we promiſed him to take the 
firſt opportunity, to provide for him in another 
way; but the affectionate fellow, almoſt with 


tears in his eyes, told us, he could not think of 


any thing, though ever ſo advantageous to him, 
that ſhould ſever him from us. 

Before we were thoroughly well, orders 
were given for us to embark, upon a concerted 
expedition, from which the goodneſs of our 
ſuperiors, would have excuſed us; but the de- 
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fire of ſignalizing our ſelves, in the ſervice of 
our country, was too ſtrong a motive to be 
diſpenſed with, from a little bodily inability ; 
nay, it perhaps contributed greatly to the reſto- 
ration of our ſtrength, and accordingly we 
embarked, with our reſpective companies, now 
very conſiderably leſſened, by the ravages, diſ- 
eaſes, and death, had made amongſt them. 

Carthagena was the deſtined ſcene of action, 
where firſt we were to draw our maiden ſwords, 
in the publick quarrel ; we took the forts at the 
entrance of the harbour, and in the ſeveral 
ſkirmiſhes, with which theſe advantages were 
attended, diſtinguiſhed ourſelves with applauſe. 
The roaring of great guns, the whizzing of 
the ſhot about our ears, and the horror, and 
clangor, of battle, ſoon became familiar to us, 
and we marched unappalled through clouds 
of hoſtile ſmoke; thus frequent uſe, ſoon weans 
us from our natural propenſity to fear, and the 
timid ſwain, by degrees, riſes into intrepedity, 
and heroiſm. Still the plagues of this ſultry 
climate, the noxious ſeaſon of the year, and 
ſome other accidents, that either could not, or 
were not remedied, continued to thin our 
ranks, even within ſight of the lofty walls, 
which we, in imagination, looked upon as our 
own; ſo that our general thought proper to 
make one bold puſh, before he was further diſ- 
abled, upon For: Lazar, one of the principal 
defences of the city. 

My friend, myſelf, and Chaſe, had each of 
us a ſhare in the action of that memorable day, 
which unpriſoned ſo many noble ſouls _ 

their 
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their bodily manſions, and our platoons march'd 
cloſe to each other at the attack, perhaps as 
hot an one as ever ſoldiers experienced. I can- 
not help here, making mention of the gallantry 
of my friend, who, as he was marching before 
his men, had his partiſan ſhattered in his hand, 
by a ſhot from the caſtle, and by the ſame ſhot, a 
ſerjeant, and two private men, juſt behind him, 
were killed. This noble youth, without the 


leaſt alteration of countenace, ſtooped and took 


up the halbert, that had thus loſt its owner, 
and giving the word to cloſe the ranks, mighti- 
ly, by this preſence of mind, kept up the 
ſpirits of our men. Soon afterwards, the wor- 
thy youth fell, by a more unlucky ſhot, and 
was Carried back to the camp, in a very dange- 
rous condition, nor did J eſcape better, but 
fell, wounded in three places, and ſhould there 
have breathed my laſt ; but for the friendſhip 
of Harry, who once more ſaved my life, by 
carrying me, with the aſſiſtance of his few re- 
maining men, off the field, in the retreat, Per- 
haps the oldeſt officer living, was never wit- 


neſs to ſuch unfortunate, ſuch unavailing brave- 


ry, as was ſhewn by our troops, who intrepid- 
ly expoſed themſelves to ſure and certain 
ſlaughter. Unhappy men! may your m<mo- 
ries be ever dear to your country, who thus 
expoſed your lives for her honour and intereit ! 
Harry had the good fortune to eſcape unhurt, 
and the behaviour of us all three, was taken 
ſuch notice of, by the brigadier of the day, 
that his report did us very conſiderable honour 
both in the army and fleet. We loſt in this 
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carnage, our lieutenant colonel, and major, 


and lord George, out of his fingle company, 


every officer, but lieutenant Chaſe. But we 
had officers ſufficient, for our number of men, 
lince now our two companies conſiſted to- 
gether but of 36. Our wounds, though very 
dangerous, were not mortal, and as we had the 
aſſiſtance of the general's own ſurgeon, a few 
weeks perfected our cure, through his ſalutary 
ſkill, and by our confinement on board, we only 
miſſed the being preſent, at abundance of diſ- 
agreeable bickerings, between our command- 
ers, and the melancholy circumſtances of a re- 
treat, which they mutually charged each other 
with being the cauſe off. Indeed, Mr Chaſe's 
account of theſe matters, from time to time, 
made us not at all ſorry, for the ſpace we were 
detained from action. 

Upon our return to Jamaica, the general 
teſtifyed his ſatisfaction in our behaviour, by 
promoting lord George to the majority of our 
regiment, giving me a company, and appoint- 
ing Mr Chaſe to be captain lieutenant in my 
room, and very genteely told us, that he beſtow- 
ed theſe giſts, not ſo much from the deficiency 
of officers; but as a reward for our bravery, and 
from the knowledge he had of our abilities. 
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CHAP. X. 


An expreſs arrives to lord George from England 
— Melancholy contents of our leiter — e are 
condoled with thereupon——Lord George pre- 
pares to return home Our mournful parting 
Aͤie ſind letters by him am again pro- 
moted, with captain Chaſe — ) melancholy ſi- 
tuation notwithſlanding—My behaviour at a 

court martial Conſeguences thereof Fight a 
duel, and am baſely wounded — My antagoniſt 
broke—Embark for an expedition on Cuba. 


E continued ſome weeks after our re- 
turn, without any incident occur- 
ing, that deſerved notice, happy in the few 
friendſhips we had contracted upon the iſland, 
and more happy in the mutual harmony that 
reigned between us; but the arrival of a ſloop 
of war, from England, which brought ex- 
preſſes to de admiral, and general, ſoon put 
a period to our preſent calm, and, by its con- 
ſequences, gave me as much pain as ever I had 
felt in my life. Soon after his excellency had 


opened his packet, he, with his uſual goodneſs, 


called at our quarters, which were not far dif- 
tant from his own, and entering our apartment, 
where we were all three, with a brother officer, 
at back-gammon, ſurprized us greatly, by ſay- 
ing, my lord, I find we muſt part from you; 
which I am extremely concern'd for, ſee here, 
I am ordered, holding out a letter, from the 
ſecretary of war, to give you leave of abſence 
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to return to Europe. I fear ſomewhat has oc 


curred, that will give you pain, for here is a 


| packet incloſed in mine, with a black ſeal, by 


which ſome mortality muſt have happened in 
your family. We were all confounded at this 
ſpeech of the general's, and though my friend 
took the packet from him, and was juſt able to 
thank him, for the honour he did him, yet he 
had not power to open it, to give him that in- 


telligence he ſeemed to wait for. Seeing this, - 


1 began to comfort him, with an unaſſured 
voice, and mean time, the general walking in- 
to our inner apartment, he gave the packet to 
Harry to open, which we were equally unca- 
pable of doing, our fears had already operated 
ſo ſtrongly upon us. However, it did not ſeem 
to be his grace, that had deceaſed ; for in that 
caſe, I conjectured, my friend would not ſo 
fuddenly have been commanded home; but 
then, let it be who it would, in that family, it 
muſt give me ſevere grief and anguiſh. At 
tength our friend Chaſe, cryed out, mank God, 
his grace is well—for here's his hand writing 
break it open, my lord returned, —let us be ſa- 
tisfied—for I'm all terror, and apprehenſion ! 
This was immediate]y done,—we eyed him 
whilſt he was running over the duke's letter 
and all on a ſudden, obſerving he grew pale, 
and let the letter fall from his hands, — we were 
not able to refrain from tears, both crying out 
at the ſame time—our dear mother! the dutch- 
eſs! Harry perceiving the effect of his ſur- 
prize, reſumed himſelf, enough to bring out 
no- my dear lord marquiſs—is dead! This 
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was only changing the object, with a little dif- 
ference, as to our affection, & we were no ſoon- 
er confirmed in our misfortune, than we diſ- 
played all the tokens of the moſt ſincere afflic- 
tion. The general waiting in the next room, 
Harry went to acquaint him with the doleful 
tidings, upon which, he very diſcreetly went 
out at a private door, as he thought it not a- 
greeable to conſtrain us, by his preſence. This 
young nobleman, had for ſo long a time, be- 
haved with goodnature and friendſhip, before 
he left us, and had ſeemed ſo thorougly weaned 
from his former follies, that the loſs of him 
touched us nearly, and even captain Chaſe, who 
had known him fo ſhort a ſpace, was tenderly 
affected with his death. He dyed at the uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, in the 23d year of his 
age, of a conſumption, and this was the rea- 
ſon of my friend's being ſent for home, as now 
he was the only hope, of that illuſtrious fami- 
ly, and marquiſs of. . We mourned 
him, with as fincere tears, as ever were ſhed, 
and I am ſenſible, the illuſtrious title, and large 
eſtates, to which my friend was now become 
heir, did not in the leaſt leſſen his regret for 
the loſs of his brother. As to my part, over 
and above my concern at his death, 1 lamented 
the diſtreſs, into which ſo ſevere a ſtroke 
would involve the duke, and the dutcheſs, the 
marchioneſs, and her lovely daugher ; but when 
we were compoſed enough to read our letters, 
my grief returned with double force, for there 
we underſtood, that the deceafed had, by will, 
bequeathed to his dear friend and brother, as 
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he was pleaſed to ſtile me, James Ramble, Eſq; 
his whole eſtate in Fifæſbire, which was intire- 
ly in his own diſpoſal, only reſerving to his 
brother, lord George, one farm upon it, which 
he had heard him commend, as a very pleaſant 
ſpot. Could any thing be greater proof of the 
repentance of this dear, this noble youth, or 
of his late profeſſions to his brother and me ? 
In ſhort, we bewailed him—as a brother—as a 
friend—as a benefactor—and as a nobleman, 
that might have been an ornament to his dig- 
nity, had providence thought fit to have length- 
ened his life; nor, even when the firſt impreſ- 
ſions of our ſorrow were a little worn off, did 
we paſs a day, without recalling the perfect 
part of his character to remembrance, with 
ſighs and tears. The general, the admiral, the 
governor, came to pay their compliments of 
condolence, and, as a man of war was immedi- 
ately returning to England, my friend propoſed 
going home in her, and began to ſettle matters 
accordingly. As the firſt ſtep to it, without 
acquainting us, he reſigned his commiſſion to 
the general, in my favour, who immediately 
made me major of the regiment, and promoted 
captain Chaſe to a company; but all this could 
not conſole me, for the approaching loſs of my 
friend, which ſat heavy upon my heart, and 
betrayed itſelf in my countenance. Nor did 
he more reliſh this cruel ſeparation ; but as his 
grace, though his letters were filled with affec- 
tionate expreſſions to me, never mentioned my 
returning with him, we looked upon that as a 
ig nification, that I ſhould remain where I was, 
| though 
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though now poſſeſſed of 1200. a year, in Bri- 
tain. As this legacy of his ſon's, his grace ex- 


preſſed in a particular letter to me, his ſatisfac- 


tion, as did the dutcheſs and marchioneſs; but 
more particularly my fair one, who, in h-r dear 
epiſtle, renewed her vows of fidelity, and af- 
tection, which cheared my ſoul. Beſides their 
letters, we received very kind ones from the 
earl, his lady, and ſon, and my lord, a moſt 
charming aſſurance from lady Harriet, of the 
continuance of her love, and her joy at the 
news of his ſpeedy return. In the ſame packet, 
our friend Chaſe, received letters from his fa- 
ther and mother, who were both well, and 
alſo wrote to us, full of reſpect and tenderneſs, 
nor did Jenkins forget to felicitate us upon our 
happy voyage, and the continuation of our 
healths, which was all they knew, in England, 
of us, at the coming away of theſe letters, tho”, 
by this time, they muſt have received others 
from us, by the captains Laws, and Wimbledon, 
with all that befel us, on the late expedition. 

My friend inſiſted upon my retaining every 
thing he, had in the ß Indies; but two 
changes of apparel, and a littie ready money; 
and made captain Chaſe a pr eſent of a gold 
hilted ſword, and a purſe of 200 piſtoles. We 
wrote letters by him, in return to thoſe we had 
received, and particularly I toid m delightful 
fair, that I hoped fortune would ſoon put an 
end to the preſent war, for every thing was in- 


ſipid, and irkſome, to me, whilſt from her 


preſence; and as lord George had councelled 
me, ſent the marchioneſs letters of attorney, 
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properly witneſſed, for the management of my 
eſtate, till my arrival in England, and deſiring 
the profits might be applyed to the uſe of her 
lovely daughter, to whom, in caſe of my dying 


abroad, I bequeathed it. Lord George collect- 
ed all the curioſities, and rarities, he could pro- 


cure, to oblige theſe dear perſons with at his re- 
turn, and I, and Chaſe alſo, laid out near three 
hundred pounds, in ſuch like preſents, not even 
forgetting our honeſt Jentins. F: 

he ſhip was now ready to fail, having re- 
ceived her laſt orders from the admiral, when 
my friend and I prepared to bid each other a- 
dieu, for the firſt time we had ever made uſe 
of that word to one another. Our full hearts 


would ſcarce permit us to ſpeak—we preſſed 


each other in our arms—we even ſobbed, and 
tears of anguiſh, ran down our cheeks!—My 
Ramble) My dear lord! farewell! remember 
me II will ſooner forget myſelf!—May we 
live to re- join each other were the broken, 
diſjointed, accents, that alone could find utte- 


rance. Harry put in for his ſhare, of the ſmall 


time allotted us —take care my dear friends, 
ſays the excellent youth, of each other, — never 
be aſunder if you can avoid it dear Chaſe, 
take care of Ramble—and may we all meet 


ſoon in England, which will be a deſart till you 


arrive! adieu! adieu! We were at length obliged 
to dry up our tears—to wait upon him to the 
barge, which was ready to convey him aboard 
—o0n the ſtrand, all the principal perſons of the 
iſland were aſſembled, to wiſh him a good 
voyage — already. the ſails were looſe once 
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more we embraced— he walked flowly, ſtill 
looking back, to the boat, and ſoon got on 
board—he was faluted by the admiral, and all 
the ſhips in the harbour—the anchor is now a- 
peak—they make ſail—far as the ſtraining eye 
could reach, I marked the decreaſing veſſel, 
which at laſt totally vaniſhes from my ſight ! 
For many days after this ſeparation, I could 
not ſtir from my quarters, I was fo buried in 
grief, and melancholy—every moment, all the 
the endearing qualities of the amiable youth, 
with whom I had ſpent ſo many years, recurred 
to my remembrance !—Again, the dangers of 
his voyage painted themſelves dreadfully on my 
imagination—dangers, which had I been with 
him, would have appeared as none. My old 
comrade, little leſs affected himſelf, yet ſtrove 
to comfort me he endeavoured to ſoothe me 
to myſelf ;. but was a long time before he ſuc- 
ceeded, and ſeeing I ſought ſolitude—he never 
left me, and promoted the coming of as many 


of our friends as poſſible to our apartment. 


At laſt, the duty. of my ſtation recalled me to 
ſome attention—I was major of the regiment, 
a poſt of ſome fatigue, -my honour required 
I ſhould diſcharge my duty, and we were now 
preparing for, an expedition on Cuba. Theſe 
things employed my thoughts, and gave inter- 
vals of repoſe to my troubled breaſt; much 
about the ſame time, I was alſo appointed 
preſident of a general court martial, upon a 
ſerjeant of captain Chaſe's company — who was 
confined by captain Blaze, for getting drunk 
upon his guard, and for ſtriking his officer on 
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duty, the former, a crime ſeverely puniſhed, 
by our articles of war, and the latter, meriting 
death, if it could be proved to the ſatisfaction 
of the court. I muſt own, I never could 
ſtomach Blaze in my life, he was a brute of 
the foremoſt claſs, reprobate to the laſt degree, 


and yet a ftrong ſtickler for the conſideration 


of a man of honour. I happened to walk by 
his guard, when this affair happened, between 
him and his ſerjeant, who, bating that he 


would tipple, now and then, was one of the beſt 


duty ſerjeants in the regiment; the man to be 
ſure was drunk — ſo was his captain and moſt 
abominably too— he caned him — the ſerjeant 
warded off the blows with his hand, and hap- 
pened in doing ſo, to touch his face—all this I 
was witneſs to. Well, the tryal came on, Blaze 
ſwore heartily to every thing—the fellow was 
brow beat, and uſed with ill language—and now 


the members withdrew to agree upon their ſen- 


tence.— This is too often the caſe, if an officer 
is ever ſo bad a man, yet the maxim is, to ſup- 
port his cauſe, for fear of leſſening our own 
authority—but finding all my brethren joined 
in a captial ſentence—even poor Harry himſelf 
but that was, in him, only an error of judg- 
ment remonſtrated againſt the injuſtice of 
it mentioned my having been witneſs to the 
affair reduced the two crimes to one, that of 
getting drunk, and afterwards declared, that, if 
he was even ſentenced too ſeverely for that, I 
would confine Blaze for the ſame offence, and 
would have him caſhiered. Harry I ſoon 
brought over to terms of humanity—but the 

| reſt, 
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reſt, who were moſt of them grown old in 


tyranny, perſiſted in their determination.—As 
preſident, I required them to write their names 
— they did ſo, and at the bottom, I drew up a 
proteſt againſt the ſentence, ſigned it myſelf, and 
made captain Chaſe-do ſo too. This I imme- 
diately carried to the general—he was ſurprized, 
but I gave him my reaſons—brought him over 
to my ſentiments, and that night the priſoner 
was diſcharged. | [5694 HOES tt 
This was a ftretch of mercy and juſtice my 
military brethren thought very extraordinary ; 
but I minded not their cabals againſt me; the 
general, the colonel, and the lieutenant colonel, 
were clearly of my opinion, and I cared not 
for the opinion of the ignorant, or the wicked. 
At length, however Blaze, warmed with 
punch, challenged me: As I knew the occaſion, 
I was wrong to accept it—I ſhould have con- 
fined him for the judgment of a court martial, 
Here, indeed, I was greatly to blame, and the 
warmth of youth, tranſported me to accept his 
challenge, and to forget, for a moment, my o- 
bligations to reaſon, to religion, and to my a- 
dored Sukey, We met with ſwords and piſtols; 
at the firſt weapon, he found me an over match, 
and propoſed to try the other, which called for 
leſs dexterity : I conſented, we took a proper 
diſtance ; but before I could level, as was a- 


greed, he fired, and though he did not kill me, 


wounded me very dangerouſly, After this ex- 
ploit, thinking he had left me for dead, he re- 
turned to his companions,and boaſted of his bra- 
very, till he was ſecured by the prove/t marſhal; 
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mean time I lay weltering in my blood, and 
as we had choſen a very bye place, had not 
Chaſe been upon the hunt for me, I might 
have bled to death; but he, providentially, 
came to the ſcene, and with tokens of the ſin- 
cereſt gricf, had me conveyed home ; but try- 
ing my piſtoles, found them both charged. 
My friend then, in a minute, judged how the 
matter was, and, after ſeeing me put to bed, and 
my wound examined, which he found was not 
mortal, he waited upon the general, and in- 
formed him of the whole affair. The aſtoniſh- 
ment he was in, any one may gueſs—a man cf 
honour even ſhudders at baſeneſs and cruelty : 
He came next day to ſee me, and I was ſenſible 
——he heard the ſtory from my own mouth—the 
piſtols corroberated my evidence, and that they 
were undiſcharged, many perſons witneſſed, as 
well as my friend. The ſurgeon teſtifying 1 
was out of danger, Blaze was delivered over 


by the civil power to the military, and we 


broke him with the ignominy, and contempt, 


he deſerved, ordering him immediately to quit 


the iſland. The general, and the colonel, read 


me afterwards, a very ſevere leſſon for my ac- 


ceptance of the challenge. — I acknowledged 
my error, and was aſhamed of it. This misfor- 


tune, however, plainly proved how much I was 


beloved, by all ranks of people,civil, and milita- 
ry, who expreſſed the utmoſt ſenſibility, at my 
danger, and ſuch a deteſtation of the villian, 
that I was glad when he got ſafe on ſhip board. 
A man could not behave with more meanneſs, 
than he did, he cryed—he begged, and prayed, 


at 


Q == =» - .Þ 


JAMES RAMBLE, Ei; 
at the court martial, with the moſt cowardly 
proteſtations, and when uncaptained, was no 
more the haughty man of ſcarlet, but as ſupple, 


and ſubmiſſive, as a ſlave, proving the truth of 
the poet's remark: 


233 


Cowards are cruel, but the brave, 
Love mercy, and delight to ſave. 


I got my friend, as from himſelf, however, to 
give him fifty guineas, before he left the 
harbour, 

All things being now ready, for the deſcent 
on the iſland of Cuba, we once more embarked 
on our floating caſtles, and put to ſea with 
a fair wind, Formitit great expectations from 
this attempt, and the ſettlement intended in 
conſequence of it. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


Arrive in Cumberland Harbour Sent out with 
a reconnoitring party — Send an expreſs to the 
general — Am reinforced by captain Chaſe — 
Attack a large body of Spaniards—Overcome, 
but make a brave refiſtance—Are wounded and 
takenpriſoners—Generous behaviour of aSpaniſh 
officer Conveyed to St Jago— Have the liber- 

ty of the town on our parole.— Captain Chaſe 
attacked and wounded I wait upon the govenor. 


W E left my man in the charge of all our 


affairs at Jamaica, only taking with us 


ſuch neceſſaries as we could well ſtow in our 


knapſacks, and haverſacks, as we were not of 
the party that was pitched upon to ſettle in our 
conqueſt, and, after a pleaſant voyage, arrived 
in the harbour, which we called Cumberland, in 
honour to his royal highneſs the duke, and took 
poſſeſſion of it without reſiſtance ; all the forces 
were ſoon landed, and encamp'd in the ſight of 
many flying parties of Spaniards, who gave us 
very little annoyance. I was immediately de- 
tatched with a party of 250 men, to recon- 
noitre the defiles between the camp and St 
Jago, where it was thought proper to make 
the firft attempt. Accordingly I marched, 
having under me one captain, and three lieute- 
nants. As we advanced, we were frequently 
fired at from the woods, and buſhes, by the 
enemy, who watched us very narrowly, and I 
could hardly reſtrain the impetuoſity of my 
men, who were very eager to fire: * a- 

out 
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bout ſix miles march, we paſſed through a very 
large and extenſive ſavannah, and diſcovered 
a great body of the enemy, in appearance near 
1000 of their beſt troops, covered by the woods, 
on the oppoſite fide. Upon this, I called a 
council of my officers, who were all old in 
the ſervice, and who agreed with me, not to 
hazard an engagement with our ſmall number, 
and unacquainted, as we were with the paſſages, 
or retreats, of the ſurrounding wood. Imme- 
diately, I reſolved to diſpatch an expreſs to the 
general, and mean time, to entrench myſelf in 
my ſtation, till I received the reinforcement I 
demanded, in which work, I met with no op- 
polition from the Spaniards, though ſo ſuperior 
to me; but they quietly beheld me fell the 
trees, cut the buſhes, and diſpoſe about me, a 
js. owns wooden fortification. With ſome diffi- 
culty, I found out a proper perſon, to carry my 
letter to the general, who arrived at the camp, 
through many dangers, and difficulties, and in 


two days Ireceived a large reinforcement, of 300 


men, with captain Chaſe at their head, and or- 
ders to puſh forwards, and engage the enemy, 
if they did not retire. The general alſo, very 
politely, told me he had ordered my friend to 
my aſſiſtance, knowing it would oblige me, to 
have him along with me. The Spamards, who 
had laid quiet ſpectators all this time, upon the 


approach of our auxiliaries, at which we ſent 


forth repeated ſhouts, decamped, and made a 
precipitate retreat, harraſſed perpetually, by 
our parties, which now I ſpread abroad, with 
good aſſurance, who killed great numbers, and 
we 
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we had now taken poſt upon an eminence, by 
which we had a plain proſpe& of St Nate, old 
and new Seville, and the ſea before them, and 
diſcovered the Spaniards iſſuing out of thoſe 
places, to join the flying party, we had driven 
before us. Seeing this, we determined to at- 
tack them immediately, forming ourſelves into 
three bodies, that in the center, I commanded 
myſelf, on the right, Chaſe took his ſtation, on 
the left captain Otebay; beſides theſe, I appoint- 


ed a body of reſerve, under captain Colling- 


200d, to reinforce where there was occaſion, 
and to obey further'orders.In this diſpoſition,our 
little army moved forwards, nor did the Spani- 
ards, who were four times our number, ſhun 
- the engagement ; but met us half way, and the 
action ſoon grew hot, on both fides. At the firſt 
charge, my men having reſerved their fire, we 
finged their very whiſkers, and made them give 
ground; but the great diſproportion of our ene- 
mies, ſoon ſupplied the place of the numbers 
that fell; but what did them moſt ſervice, 
were four ſmall cannon, which were placed in 
their right wing, and annoyed us very much, 
deſtroying a great number of our men. I be- 
gan ſoon to ſee it was neceſſary to make a re- 
treat, though we fought with the utmoſt 
bravery. I had already received a wound ih 
my neck, and another on my right ſhoulder, by 
a cannon ſhot, which laid me bare to the very 
bone, Otway fell valiantly fighting, and two 
lieutenants, had alſo met their fate, with near 
200 of my men. I had no probability of fur- 
ther aid, and the Spaniards were encreafing 
| every 
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every minute, beſides, our amunition was run- 
ning ſhort, which was another diſcouragement, 
and therefore we immediately began to retire, 
towards the woods, that we might have ſome 
cover for our wearied men. e did all we 
could, to promote this diſpoſition; myſelf, 
Chaſe, and Collingwood, bringing up the rear, 
and expoſing ourſelves to all the enemies fire, 
who followed us ſo cloſely, as to make it a per- 


fect butchery on both ſides. In this ſituation, 1 


received a wound in my left temple, that ſent 
me to meaſure my length upon the earth, with 
the loſs of all my ſenſes. What paſſed after- 
wards, I knew not, for when I came to my- 
ſelf, I found I was lying upon the wood ſide, 


with my friend groaning by me, ſurrounded by 


our ſwarthy enemies, whilſt their ſurgeons were 
dreſſing our wounds. A cavalier of a generous 
countenance, ſtood over them, to whom, in 
French, I directed myſelf, and aſked if we were 
his priſoners, but he did not underſtand that 
language, upon which, I ſpoke the ſame, in as 
good Spaniſh, as I was able—He anſwered me 
in an old proverb, Buen coragon quebranta mala 
ventura, and added—gallant Engliſbman, be not 
afraid, you are our priſoners - but ſhall be uſed 
as your courage deſerves |— I returned him my 
acknowledgements, as did my friend, as well as 


he was able, and ſqueezing my hand, ſeemed to 


expreſs the pleaſure he had, in being near me. 
I enquired in the ſame language, of the ſurgeon, 
into the ſtate of our wounds, he anſwered, 
that none of them were mortal, but all of 
them dangerous, and hoped, that a more con- 
| venient 
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venient ſituation, would contribute greatly to 
our cure, and defired us to be compoſed, and 
not fatigue ourſelves too much with talking. 
The gallant officer, by this time, had got a 
litter from the city, into which we were both 
put, with great care and circumſpection, and 
carried to his own houſe, which was the next 
in magnificence to the governor's, put to bed, 
and the kindeſt attendance given us, and in a 
week's time, were able to leave it, and ſit up in 
the room. We then underſtood that Colling- 
wood had, through numberleſs difficulties, brave- 
ly made his retreat good to the camp, where, 
we afterwards learnt by a deſerter, great la- 
mentations were made for our deaths. The 
Spaniards loſt 700 men, in the action, by their 
own confeſſion, 350 of our men were killed 
in the battle and retreat, and 30 were taken 
priſoners. The firſt day that we left our beds, 
our excellent hoſt, Don Miguel de Salvalatra, 
Knt. of the order of Calatrava, and com- 


mander in chief of the forces in this part of 


the iſland, came into our apartment, and the 
minute I ſaw him, I made ſhift to riſe, and 
cryed out, generous enemy | You have given 
us life, and it ſhall be the future buſineſs of it 
to acknowledge the invaluable favour ; but 
theſe inſtances of magnanimity, are not rare 
among the Spaniards! Seignior, he replyed 
I admired your bravery, even whilft I ſur- 
veyed the fatal effects of it — your friend be- 
haved like you, and when down, he defended 
your body, till an unlucky blow, which I was 
not near enough to prevent, laid him by your 

ſides 
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fide. I was charmed with ſuch heroiſm—and 
Iam recompenſed for my care of you, by your 
recovery. The govenor has, at my inſtances, 
given-you the liberty of the town, upon your 
parole, when you are able to make uſe of it; 
and I hope you'll uſe this houſe as your own, 
till an exchange of priſoners is made, or you 
are ſent to Spain. Mean time, ſuffer me to be 
a partner in your friendſhip —low and deſpica- 
ble wretches, may be cruel—may be envious 
but the Engliſhman, or the Spaniard, of true 


dignity of ſoul, fights to overcome, and not to. 


laughter. Wereturned to theſe generous teſti- 
monies of goodneſs, all that our grateful hearts 
conceived, and he became ſo pleaſed with our 
company, that he ſeldom left it, but when his 
duty required it. At length we recovered, and 
began to uſe the freedom we had obtained, by 
walking about, at proper times, taking care 
not to excite the jealouſy of the government, by 


going near any of their fortifications. One e- 


vening, Whilſt we were enjoying the cool fea 
breeze, which is ever acceptable in theſe ſultry 
climates, and. were returning arm in arm to 


our quarters, diſcourſing tenderly of our abſent 


friends,a Spaniard paſſed by us, and immediately 


turning back, ran captain Chaſe through the 


body, with his ſpado, and then very calmly 
walk'd off, nor did the many Spaniards, that 
were in the ſtreets, offer to ſtop him, though 
they ſaw the action: He fell, and in the firſt 


motions of grief and rage, I was going, un- 


armed as I was, to follow, and ſeize, the baſe 


my 


allaflinator ; but looking at my poor friend, all 


% 
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my cares were employed in ſtaunching his 
blood, which flowed plentifully, and with the 
aſſiſtance of two good natured Dons, who in- 
timated their knowledge of the murderer, bore 
him home. The commander, whom we found 
within, was grieved prodigiouſly when he heard 
the affair, and, as to my part, I was quite diſtract- 
ed, thinking I had loſt my poor Chaſe for ever. 
Whilſt he was talking with the two Spantards, 
that helped us home, I ſtood watching over the 
ſurgeon, for his ſentence of life or death, and 
Judge my joy, when he pronounced, that the 
weapon had touched no mortal part, and I per- 
ceived my friend open his eyes, with a deep 
ſigh! Our noble Spaniard, ſoon came to 
the bed ſide, and perceiving that he was not 
dead, ſhowed a prodigious ſatisfaction, and very 
ſeriouſly ſaid—Curſe the jealous fury of this 
country I have diſcovered the name and qua. 
lity of the murderer, who is nearly related to 
me; and has, I don't doubt perpetrated this 
cruelty, from an apprehenſion that Seignior 
Chaſe is his rival, in my ſiſter's affections, as I 
know ſhe has talked in a very favourable man- 
ner of you both, which muſt have come to his 
ears. But the governor is now come from his 
country ſeat---he has never ſeen you---we will 
go and demand juſtice for this vile aſſault. I had 
not time to reply; but ſeeing my friend in a 
doſe, left the ſurgeon with him, and following 
my conductor, mounted his calaſh, and ſoon 
arrived at the palace, where we were immedi- 
ately introduced into a fine ſaloon, and told his 
excellency would directly wait upon uus. 

| CHAP. 
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My ſurprixe at the fight of him Our diftourſe 


with him He ſends for the murderer —T he 
affair compromiſed — He is flruck with aſto- 
1ſhment — Dueſtions me—My replies — His 
difturbance—A tender ſcene and ſtrange diſco- 
very relate my adventures — He relates his 
adventures The adventures of Don Manuel 
de Seguera — Our mutual tranſport — My 
friend recovers— Made partaker of our ſatis- 
fattion. | 


JOT many minutes afterwards, the go- 

vernor entered the apartment, preceded 
by his major domo and two Negroes, each 
bearing a wax candle, in a ſilver ſtand: He 
was tall and well proportioned, and had ſuch 
a majeſtic air and countenance as, the inſtant 
I ſaw him, ſtruck me with reverence, nor 
could I keep my eyes oft him, recollecting, in 
the lines of his face, many of thoſe features 
that had all my life attracted my regard: A 
benevolence of countenance, that is- quite de- 
lightful, and a dignity that is the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of unaffected greatneſs. My conductor 
introduced me to him, telling him, at the ſame 
time, that I was one of the brave officers that 
had ſo valiantly attack'd, and maintained an 
engagement againſt ſuperior numbers, and that 
[ was the chief of the Engliſb party, whom he 
had fortunately overcome. He received my 
Civilities, with abundance of good nature and 
Vor, II. — = com- 
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complacency ; but, as for my part, IT was un- 
der a kind of flutter of ſpirits, that I did not 
know the meaning of. Ihe voice of this gen- 
tleman awed me, his perſon, at the ſame time, 
ſtruck me with reverence and pleaſure, and, in 
ſhort, my embarraſsment was ſo exceſſive, that 
I could ſcarce anſwer the ſeveral. queſtions he 

ut to me, in very good French, obſerving that 

did not talk the Spaniſh with readineſs. My 
conductor now informed him of the reaſon of 
our viſit, which was to complain of the baſe- 
neſs of Don Juan de Sarmento, his couſin, who 
had violated the laws of honour, and the 
rights of hoſpitality, by attacking the two 
- ſtrangers, and ſo dangerouſly wounding one 
of them, and to demand juſtice upon the aſ- 
ſaſſinator. 1 was no doubt violently affiicted 
at my Friend's ſituation 3 but, as his wound 


had been declared not mortal, I was willing | 


to give Don Miguel an inſtance of my eſteem 
for him, and veneration for his family. And 
therefore addreſſed the governor in theſe terms. 

My lord, the cuſtoms of your nation differ fo 

greatly from ours, that things which, at firſt, 
raife one's abhorrence, and deteſtation, upon 

naturer eflection, wear quite another aſpect, 
Don Juan, irritated by ſome buſy informer, 
grows jealous of my friend, and thinks his 
honour concerned in puniſhing him; he does 

this by a private ſtab, which in England, would 
have been done, by a formal challenge, and 

duel the cuſtoms of countries being ſo differ- 

ent, that what is honourable in one, may be 

infamous in the other ; but, my lord, my 
| fricnd 
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friend is likely to recover—we owe every thing 


to the generoſity of Don Miguel, and beſeech 
you to pardon his relation, who, as he will be 


aſſured, he has no grounds for his jealouſy, will 
forego any further attempts, and become our 
friend: I ſhould have prevented this trouble we 


have given you, but the noble Don Migual, 


was ſo quick, that I had no time to expreſs 


opinion, before this moment. Here I ceaſed, 


with a low reverence, and the governor Jook- 


ing at me with a placid countenance, anſwered 
with encomiums on my generoſity, in which 
he was joined by Don Miguel, and deſiring us 


to repoſe ourſelves, for we had ſtood hitherto, 


he ſent a meſſenger away to Don Juan, ſaying 
I gave him a fingular pleaſure, for as he was 
ſoon going to quit his government, he ſhould 
be ſorry to ſtain its concluſion with blood. The 
jealous Spamard came according to his ſum- 
mons; but was ready to drop at the fight of 
me and Don Miguel, which was entirely un- 
expected. The governor, with great ſeverity, 
took him te taſk, repreſented the heinouſneſs 
of his offence, and the little foundation he had 
for his cruelty, and then our generoſity in in- 
terceeding to prevent his puniſhment ; con- 
cluding, go Sir, recover my efteem and that 
of thoſe gentlemen, by endeavouring, with 
future civility and acts of friendſhip, to efface 
the memory of your baſeneſs. He was under 
ſo much embarraſsment that he made a very 
little reply, but left the room loaded alſo by 
the reproaches of Don Miguel, who called him 
mean, ſuſpicious, W murderer. And now 
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it being very late we roſe to take our leave, 
when the governor turning to Don Miguel, 
ſaid, Sir, I can't ſet this to the account of a 
viſit—you have given me a great deal of pleaſure 
in bringing this gentleman to ſee me ; but render 
the favour ſtill of more value, by —— 


with me to morrow with him — I ſhall ex 


you, very eagerly. He promiſed to comply 
with his requeſt, as I did alſo, and we left him, 
nor could I do ſo without a filent regret, at 


parting, even a moment, from a gentleman 


that had already attracted ſo much my eſteem. 
When we arrived at home, we found Don 
uan had been there, enquiring after captain 
Chaſe's health, and that he ſhewed a great deal 
of joy at hearing he was ſo well, having come 


to à right underſtanding with Donna Elvira, 


who had convinced him that his ſuſpicions were 


without foundation. And the next morning, 


when Harry was already eaſy enough to con- 
verſe and ſee company, he made his acknow- 
ledgements in form, and ſincerely, very unlike 
a Spaniard, aſked his pardon ; which my friend, 
being acquainted of all that had paſſed, very 
generouſly gave him, and as long as we after- 
wards ſtayed in the country, every day he con- 
ferred ſome token of his repentance and libera- 
lity upon us. Donna Elvira alſo, by her 


brothers deſire, came to ſee us, and expreſſed a 


wonderful concern at the unfortunate accident. 
She was a very amiable young lady; but too 
much of a Spaniſb beauty to pleaſe the gout of 
an Engliſhman. My friend was never tired of 
nck nog edoing the care I had taken of him, and 
| ah | the 
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the ſincere grief I had teſtifyed at his danger, 
and, as for my part, I was rejoiced beyond 
meaſure, at his being in ſo promiſing a way 
towards his recovery. I deſcribed the gover- 
nor to him, and told him of the impreſſions he 
had made upon me, and even was mad with 
impatience till the next morning arrived, that I 
might be again bleſſed with the ſight of him. 
Harry no more than myſelf could at preſent 
account for theſe impreſſions, which ſeemed to 


be inſpired by ſomewhat more than ſo tranſient 


a view, of the perfections of his perſon, and 
the amiableneſs of his behaviour. Another 
thing ſtruck me in this gentleman ; he had 
nothing of the compleCtion of a native Spaniard, 
and much leſs of thoſe of America, having the 
fairneſs of countenance of an Engliſoman; a- 
gain, I found he talk'd Spanith with a French 
accent, which he ſpoke very fluently. . All 
theſe matters joined together to heighten my 
aſtoniſhment, and to edge my curioſity to a 
further explanation. I did. not fleep all night 
for theſe thoughts, and the governor ran ever 
minute in my mind—nay it was all the ſame if 
I doſed, I dreamt of him. | | | 
Next moi ning came, and, as ſoon as it was 
day, I aroſe, and after dreſſing myſelf, went in- 
to Harry's apartment, waiting impatiently for 
Don Miguel's ſummons to attend him to his 
viſit; but that gentleman came to excuſe him- 
ſelf from accompanying me, as he was obliged 
to go out with a party of his men, upon an 
expedition that could not be delayed ; but begged 
I would pay the viſit Tang and make his a- 
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pology to the governor, and at the ſame time 


ordered his equipage to be got ready to attend 
me. I was not much concerned at this-incident, 
nay, was tranſported to think that 1 ſhould 
have him to myſelf, and accordingly, getting 
into the calaſh, ſoon was conveyed to the palace, 
where I was received with extraordinary ce- 
remony, and conducted to a cloſet, to which 
the governor was retired, as it were on purpoſe 
to be more at his leiſure with us, and where 
oon afterwards the breakfaſt was brought in. 
He apologized for any indecorums that might 
be committed by his ſervants, adding, for ſer- 
vants that have no miſtreſs, are generally under 
no very extraordinary management: By this I 
perceived he had no wife, and J anſwered, it 
wes ſomewhat extraordinary for a gentleman, 


lioſe per ſon wore fo many graces, to continue 
tree from ſome ſoft attachment, in a _— of 


ſo: much gallantry, He leoked at me at 

words, with a viſtble concern upon his counte- 
nance, and even ſhed a tear or two, and made 
this reply. Ah! Sir, before I knew this country 
or people, I was happy, extremely happy, in 
one of the beſt, and fineſt women breathing ; 
but my cruel fortune has long robbed me of the 
comfort of her preſence, and from the mo- 
ment 1 left her, I have been the unhappieſt 
wreteh on earth. I was wonderfully moved 
at this diſplay of his grief, and directly all that 
1 had heard of my fair one's honoured father, 
eame into my mind, and with ſuch force of 


reflection, that it made a viſible alteration in 


my features, which the governor * 
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faid, ſure Sir you are attack'd with ſome ſud- 
den indiſpoſition; and ſtepping to a cupboard 


brought me a cordial, and made me take a glais 
of it to recruit my ſpirits, Ah! Sir, 1 replyed, 


as I advanced my hand to receive the glaſs, the 


ſimilarity of your perſon, and your circum- 


ſtances, with thoſe of a nobleman to whom I 
dear ſome relation, ſtruck me with a gloom 
that almoſt overcame me; but he was a Scatch- 


nan, and you my lord muſt be of the French 


nation, for by your dialect I apprehend you are 
not à native. Spaniard. During this ſpeech, 
whilit 1 fl held the glaſs trembling in my 
hand, he ſurveyed me with a perfect wildneſs of 
aſtoniſhment, from head to heel, and ſuddenly 


caſting his eyes on my ring finger, which was 


diſtended to hold the glaſs he retired back ſe- 


veral paces, let himſelf fall into his chair, and 


exclaimed, in very good Engliſh, Almighty God! 


How is this! What do my wondering eyes 


behold ? Never was. ſurprize equal to mine, at 


hearing theſe words.in my own language, and, 
without explanation, I concluded in an inſtant, - 


that this was my lord marquiſs, however im- 


probable it ſeemed, and imagined that the fight. 
of the ring which his ſiſter had given me, o- 
caſioned his preſent diſorder (for when we were 
taken Don Miguel had not ſuffered us to be 


plundered of a {ingle thing) my breaft heaved 


with tranſport, whilſt my eyes wandered over 


him, and utterance being ſtopped, LI fell proi- 


trate before him, with amazing ſuddenneſs, and 

ſtrongly embracing his knees, burſt into tears, 

which ſoon gave * to my voice. My lord— 
4 
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Oh ! relieve my doubts, I cry'd, kindly, Oh! 
certify me—Am I ſo happy as to behold my 
lord marquis of » Whoſe abſence has 
occaſioned his noble family ſo many tears? If 
ſo, bleſſed be this captivity —Bleſſed be the 
moment I ſet foot on this iſland ! Never could 
be preſented a ſcene more touching than the 
preſent, with eyes uplifted, and hands claſped 
together, and an univerſal trepidation all over 
him, he brought out theſe words I am—my 
ſon, I am, that unhappy man—whoſe paſſions 
whoſe imprudencies have ruined him !—But, 
excellent—lovely youth—whom the minute I 
ſaw I felt emotions of tenderneſs for—wha— 
who—are you; that ſeem to know my ſtory ſo 
well, Oh! my dear lord—I know not who I 
am myſelf—but to your noble brother the duke 
of , I owe every thing, and when I 
left England—in his family reſided that wife, 
and a charming daughter, happy in all things ; 
but their ignorance of your fate! Alas! I knew 
too little of human nature—thus ignorantly to 
excite two ſuch oppoſite paſſions, as grief and 
joy, at the ſame time, by theſe werds ;—their 
ſtruggles in his boſom ſoon overpowered his 
faculties, and claſping my hand, he fell back 
in his chair, without any apparent fenfe or mo- 
tion. I was almoſt diſtracted at this ſight, and 
yet cared not to call in witneſſes, and therefore 
reſumed preſence of mind ſnfficient to go to the 
cupboard, where providentially I found a ſmell- 
ing bottle, which holding to his nofe had ſo 
much virtue, as ſoon to recall his ſenſes ; but a 
kind af frenzy ſucceeded, he gazed at me, _ 
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and over then pulled me to him then, puſh'd . 
me back to look at me again, with ſuch an air, 
that my tears run ſtill faſter and faſter, fearing 
the ſudden diſcovery I made had hurt his brain. 
For more than an hour we remained in this ſitu- 
ation, till his wandering ideas began to aſſociate 
themſelves together, and waking as it were 
from a dream, he cryed out, ohl my ſon—my, 
better angel! Excuſe the trouble I have given 
you—your. joyful, welcome tidings, had well 
nigh robbed me of my reaſon—but I will be 
compoſed—ſfit down by me—how ſhall. I be 
able to recompence you for your goodneſs ! Oh 
my lord, I returned, excuſe my innocent ſur- 
prizal of you, which was owing to the mad- 
neſs. of my ſatisfaction — for ſure no ſatisfaction 
can be equal to mine] He then begged to ſee 
my ring, which I pulled off on purpoſe, and 
he viewed it very narrowly, and returning it to 
me again, ſaid, ay, this was an innocent pledge 
of my affection to that dear ſiſter, to whom. L 
have behaved with great ingratitude; but pro- 
vidence I hope will enable me to make her 
amends. But, continued he, let me learn 
dear Sir, all you know of my family, oblige me 
with your own adventures, that'I may —— 
by what wonderful means, providence has af- 
forded me this great happineſs.” By this time 
we were come ſo much to ourſelves, that I heſi- 
tated not a moment to comply with his requeſt, 
| began then from my very birth —willing to 
intereſt him in my ſtory; informed him of the 
duke's taking me into his family—his diſcovery 
of Tenkins—the abſenting of my father. and 
7 0 iy "iy mother 


 Jove—now fo woven with my frame, that 
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mother the friendſhip between his nephew 
and me, and all the adventures we had met with 
ſince. The ſaving his wife and daughter from 
drowning — the reſcue of the latter from the 
marquiſs and - Ranger —the diſcovery of thoſe 
dear perſons at are hall. the repentance, re- 
formation, and death of the marquiſs—our' 
ttanſactions in the Feff Indies—Lord George's 
departure, and concluded with an account of 
the noble uſage we had received from Don Mi- 
guel. I was reſolved not to conceal, through- 
out, my affection for his lovely daughter the 
will I had lately made in her farour—the mar- 
chioneſs's approbation-of my paſſron, and con- 
cluded the whole with theſe words. Thus, my 
dear lord, you have been made acquainted with 
my ſtory, which fully juſtiftes what I informed 
you before, that I know not at preſent who I 
am—you obſerve my lord, how much I am 
obliged to their graces and their ſon, to my 
dy marchionefs, and your amiable daughter 
behold my lord holding out her valued picture, 
the image of thoſe charms, to which I am a 
captive, and flinging myſelf upon my knees, 
whilſt he eagerly furvey'd his daughter's features, 
a tear ſtealing down his cheeks, Oh! my lord 
tet me you to permit me to indulge 


would be included in r ' denial. The hope 
of enjoying thoſe tons, has enabled me 
to encounter, and overcome, fo many dangers 
and difficulties, and, dear Sir, honoured lord 
and father, ſuffer me to call you by that dear 
dame; at a time that 1 have made you — 
25 y 
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Iy happy, let me not be curſt with the bitterneſs 
of deſpair. During my whole relation, he 
kept his eyes fixed upon me, with a moſt viſible 
delight; he ſympathized, even with tears, in 
all the diſaſters I related, and whilſt I dwelt 
upon the ſervices I had performed to his wife 
and daughter, he folded me in his arms with a 
preſſure of the moſt ſenſible gratitude, and al- 
ter I had thus concluded, he roſe up, as I did 
at the ſame time, and catching me in his arms, 
eryed out, Oh! great is the force of natural af- 
fection — ſtupendous its effects the minute T 
ſaw you, I felt for you all the affection of a 
parent—you regarded me as a father you are 
certainly my near relation — I will be a father 
to you. Almighty Being, wiſely haſt thou im- 
planted in our boſoms, theſe beautifully neceſ- 
ſary propenſities! I ſhould regard myſelf as a 
monſter, were I to deny any of thy requeſts; 
nay, I ſhould be extremely unhappy, if 1 could 
imagine any thing could render your union a- 
bortive, with that daughter you have fo often 
faved from deſtruction. Yes, my dear child, 


love on; whom providence, and ſo many vir- 
tucs, bave contributed to join, I cannot put a- 


ſunder. You have made me ſupremely ha 1 | 
led 


I am bleſſed beyond example; ſtill more ble 

in having ſuch a daughter — ſuch a ſon | Nor is 
it out of my power to recompenſe your worth! 
1 perceive my wife has related all our adven- 


tures, to our cruel ſeparation, ſo many years a- 
go; and many things have occurred, to render 


me ſuſpected of unkindneſs to thoſe dear per- 


ſons, whom I love with the fondeſt affection; 
| M 6 but 
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but J will, in my turn, clear up theſe matters, 
by acquainting you of all that has ſince hap- 
pened to me, and. ſeeing me all attention, he 
proceeded as follows. | 


T, be Adventures of the Marguiſs of hin 


Fter my melancholy parting with my dear 
| A lady and daughter, I arrived at London 
without any accident, and found means to con- 
ceal myſelf, by the endeavours of a faithful 
friend, till the departure of a ſhip, the No/ira 
Sergnora de x ee, for Cadiz, where I ſafel 
arrived, and from thence repairing to Madrid, 
found means to procure an audience of his Ca- 
tholic majeſty, who very generouſly, in a few 
weeks, gave me the government of St ago, a 
great fayour, as the office is Jucrative, and the 
principal poſts in the Wet Indies, are ſeldom 
conferred upon any but natives of Spain. I 
never I declare, during my ſtay in Europe, 
heard one word from the marchioneſs, for either 
her letters were unfaithfully brought, or I de- 
parted for America before ſhe made her en- 
quiries, and I preſume all the various methods I 
have taken to be informed of her, have miſ- 
carried from the change of her name, and the 
uncertainty of knowing the places of her reſi- 
dence, this has ever ſince plunged me into a 
melancholy, that has, often been near coſti 
me my life ; but providence, its plain, reſerve 
me for all the various happineſs that ſeems 
| dawning 
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dawning upon my ſoul. My voyage was long & 
tedious, and knowing the partiality of the Spa- 
niards to their own country, I afſumed the name 
of Don Manuel de Seguera, which was alſo uſed 
in my commiſſions, at my deſire, and paſſed for 
a native of Caſtile ; nor does one perſon know 
to the contrary, though I have reſided amo 
them ſo many years. My temper was indeed 
formerly, hot and fiery, impatient of contra- 
diction or controul, which cauſed the differences 
between me and my brother the duke, in which 
I was ſolely culpable; but this temper has long 
worn off: I view mankind with more com- 
placency, and allow myſelf to have committed 
numberleſs errors, through the courſe of my 
unhappy life. My behaviour in this govern- 
ment has been ſuch, as engaged the efteem 
of the Spaniſh court, and the love of thoſe 
over whom J preſide; but I have been long 
tired of my ſituation, with the enemies of a 
country, which [I ſtill regret my abſence from, 
and in the outward profeſſion of a religion that 
ſhocks my reaſon, and affronts my knowledge ; 
and beſides was reſolved even to encounter death 
itſelf, rather than be longer ignorant of the fate 
of my family; for this reaſon, after long ſolli- 
citations, I have juſt obtained my diſcharge, and 
leave to return to Europe, which I only wait 
the arrival of a new governor to put in execu- 
tion, and, if the Britiſb court will not permit 
my return to my native country, I have now 
acquired fortune ſufficient, to make the remain- 
der of my days -happy in any other part of 
Europe, Titles 1 will willingly ſacrifice, nay 

| former 
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former fortune I wilt acquieſce in the loſs of, 
nar ever trouble myſelf again with the ſchemes 
of a mad headed party, if I can be ſuffer d to 
return to Britain, and end my life in my na- 
tive ſeats. Thus my ſon, you fee I am al- 
molt ready to bid adieu to America, and as no 
cartel is ſettled yet for the exchange of priſoners, 
ſhall carry you and captain Chaſe with me to 
Ewrope; and in Spain you {hall reſide with me 
till you are i or, if poſſible, till I 
can obtain permiffian to ſet my feet an Engliſb 
ground. Let us keep up appearances, however, 
whilſt we are here; but in private, uſe me as a 
father that tenderly loves you, and whoſe whole 

poſſeſſions (hall revert, after death, upon his 
children. I once more, at this concluſion, fell 
at his feet, embraced his knees, and teſtiſyed 
the overbearing gratitude. of my ſoul, from 
which poſture he raiſed: me, and tenderly em- 
bracing me, returned me my invaluable jewel, 
my fair one's picture, telling me, with a ſmile, 
that he perceived we ſhould make a moſt beau- 
tiful couple, and that we were both extremely 
handſome. After dinner I returned home, the 
moſt happy priſoner breathing, nor could 1 
help proſtrating myſelf before God, for all 
theſe inſtances of his mercy and favour, and 
looked upon this recovery of the marquiſs, as a 
prelude to my once again ſeeing my dear father 
and mother, which could not be more unexpect- 


ed. In a few days, every ane of which I wait- 


ed upon this amiable nobleman, and who was 
uneaſy if he miſſed me for an hour longer 
than ordinary, my friend Harry Conrad, 

| whom 
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whom J had before made partaker of my felici- 
„ words can't expreſs his joy upon the occa- 
ion, and the marquiſs received him with great 
politeneſs, ſoon entertained a friendſhip - for 
him, and as to me, regarded me with as much 
fondneſs as if he had been my natural father. 
Don Miguel was charmed that the governor 
ſhewed us ſo much reſpect, though we forbore 
to let him into the fecret ; and by his friendſhip, 
a flag of truce arriving from Jamaica, we were 
permitted to ſend letters to our general and co- 
lonel, and. other friends, and orders to my man 
to repair to England, in the firſt ſhip that filed 5 
for now we were both eager to reviſit Europe, 
as, beſides other conſiderations, we believed there 
would be no more action of notice in the Vt 
Indies, where the war began to languiſh pro- 
digiouſly on both ſides. | | | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 
Don Mi guel conſtituted governor Me embark for 


Europe, after receiving great civilities from him 
Our pleaſant voyage — Arrive at Ferrol . 
Who we ſee there—His exit — Me go to Madrid 


— My friend and ſelf diſmiſſed upon our parole 


A earrive in England Find our ſervant ar- 


riued before u. — Hear news of the duke's family 
— Congratulated on my arrival. | 


\ Hus we continued for near five months, 
as happy as our abſence from our dear 


friends would permit us to be, and contemplat- 


ing the great joy we ſhould give them, by re- 
turning the marquiſs to their embraces; when 
at length an advice boat arrived from the Ha- 
mines. 4 with diſpatches for that nobleman ; 
who, the very hour after he had peruſed them, 
ſent a meſſage for Don Miguel, and us to attend 
Him, and taking him in his arms, ſaid, thank 
God my dear friend, that after the many fa- 

vours received from the inhabitants of Se ag 

I am enabled to leave ſo worthy a ſucceſſor as 
yourſelf, .to preſide over them, as well in the 
Civil, as the military power. Behold Sir! a 


commiſſion appointing you governor of this 


town, and its diſtricts, which my recommen- 
dation of your worth to our royal maſter, has 
obtained from his goodneſs, and ſuffer me to be 
the firſt to felicitate you on your promotion. 
Don Miguel, to whom this honour was unex- 
pected, was ſome moments before his ſurprize 
and Joys would pernut him to reply, and __ 


FAMES RAMBLE, Bſy 257 


did it, in terms of the moſt lively gratitude; 
we alſo congratulated him on his dignity, which 


was prodigiouſly agreeable to us, to whom he 


had behaved with fuch unexampled generoſity 
and goodneſs, The magiſtrates, and principal 
inhabitants, were ſummoned to take their oaths 
to the new governor, and the marquiſs, who 
propoſed to go in the advice boat to the Havan- 
na, and from thence to Europe, took his leave 
of them in an affectionate ſpeech, to which he 
received anſwers, ſuitable to the good conduct 
he had obſerved amongft them, and all ranks of 
people expreſſed their ſorrow for his departure, 
and their approbation of his worthy ſucceſſor. 
As to Don Miguel, he loaded us with preſents 
and civilities, before our departure with the 
marquiſs, who carried us with him as his priſon- 
ers; and we bid adieu to this worthy Spaniard, 
and his family, even with tears. The marquiſs 
put all his treaſure, amounting to 200,008 
peices of eight, on board, and, coaſting along, 
we arrived in ſafety at the Havanna, and after 
many honours received there, we embarked 
with. him on board the Congue/tador man of war, 
and failed with a fair wind for Spain. The 
heavens ſeemed to intereſt themſelves in our 
favour, during the whole courſe of our pleaſing 
voyage, which was terminated by our ſafe arri- 
val at Ferrol, where we debarked, and imme- 
diately all the marquiſſes effects being delivered 
on ſhore, we repaired to the governor's, who 
had invited that nobleman to his houſe, during 
his ſtay in that part of the kingdom. And here 
the marquiſs began to diſtinguiſh himſelf, oP 
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Þ his benoyelence to the great number of Eng/ifþ 
© priſoners that were captives of war, beſtowing 
= - on all of them largefles agreeable to their rank, 
* and particularly to thoſe who were ſick in the 
4 hoſpital ; on one of theſe viſits, where we ac- 
# companied him, we were told that a Scatch cap- 
b fain, who had been wounged in a fray, with 
1 fome of his countrymen, was in great diſtreſs ; 
4 upon which we went to his apartment, to ad- 
I miniſter ſome relief; but judge the marquiſſes 
3 furprize, when he diſcavered him to be the 
| perfidious Maclellan, who had betrayed him at 
4 his arrival in Englend with the marchioneſs. The 
9 wretch knew him alſo, and ſhewed the greateſt 
. confuſion; but the generoſity of the noble 
a peer, prevented his. repreaching bim in his pre- 
i} ſent. circumſtances, and he even left him the 
= relief he fo little deſerved. Some days after, 
U we were informed that he was dead, conſeſſing, 


in his laſt moments, to thoſe about him, many 
crimes. of which he had been guilty, and teſti - 
fying a ſuitable repentance | An inſtance of the 
— nes of heaven, even in this life, for 


s. 5 Zo re , 


'F treachery and villainy! Which cauſed us to 
4 make many ſuitable refleQions. Soon after we 
0 fet out for Madrid, the marquiſs having ob- 
fi tained leave to carry us with him to court, up- 
. on repreſenting that we. were his relations. He 
of was received there with great diſtinction, by 
1 the king and miniſtry, and we faw all that was 
5 worth notice in the Spaniſb capital; but this 
N was no reſting place for any of us, and there- 
| fore in purſuit of the ſcheme laid down, the 
F marquils procured us our liberty, upon our 


parole 
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parole of honour, to make intereſt with the 
Engliſb government, for the diſmiſſion of two 
priſoners of equal rank, as foon as we arrived, 
Ut home, and in caſe of failure, to return our- 
ſelves again to our durance in Spain. At the 
ſame time his lordſhip, under pretence of the ill 
ſtate of his health, got leave to repair to Mon- 
pellier, for the benefit of the waters, & having all 
three obtained proper paſſports from the. French 
court, and Don Manuel, which name he ſtill 
went by, having privately negotiated his for- 
tune, and obtained draughts on the bank of 
Amflerdam, we left Spain, and inſtead of going 
to Montpellier, took the direct rout of Paris, 
his lordſhip, fearful of being known in that 
kingdom, travelling as my ſervant, in a proper 
livery. Our journey was very pleaſant and de- 
lightful, and we had opportunities, ſufficient, 
to gratify our curioſity, with the ſight of every 
thing that could excite: it, in that kingdom; 
nor were we long before we got fafely over to 
3 from whence we immediately ſet out 
for London. Any one judge the joy it 
gave us, thus — No 3 
when he conſiders the tender loves and friend- 
ſhips, we each had there, and as to the marguiſs, 
he was ſo altered by many years abſence, and 
we had taken ſo many other precautions to diſ- 
guiſe him, that there was little fear of any 
hazard in his coming over, he ſtil] preferving, 
in publick, the character of a ſervant. Wo 


alighted at the Brown Bear in Pzceadilly, from 
whence I ſent: a meſſage to the duke's, to deſire 
Jenkins, if he was to be met with, to come 

| directly 
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directly to me: Nor were we long before that 
worthy man was with us, who the minute he 
ſaw me, ſprang to my embrace, and expreſſed 
all the joy of his honeſt heart at this meeting ; 
and to put us out of all pain at once, let me 
and Chaſe know, that both our families were in 
health. More we did not enquire,. but he alſo 
told us, that the duke and his family were all 
gone, for ſome weeks, to Ware- hall, and that 
only himſelf, and a man and maid ſervant were 
left in the care of the London houſe. This hap- 
pened juſt as we would have it, and we diſ- 
patched. him home before us, to prepare things 
for our reception, not having let him diſcover 
the marquiſs, and ſoon afterwards,. ordering 
our horſes to be ſent to his grace's ſtables, 
walked on foot to the houſe. The fight of 
that beloved place, filled me with a tenderneſs, 
that called tears of joy from my eyes, and now 
being ſeated, I ordered my man Antonis into the 
room, and having faſtened the door, ſaid - my 
dear 2 before any thing paſſes, let me 
intruſt you with a moſt important ſecret. The 
marquiſs of is alive and well, and not 
far from this place. The poor man at theſa 
words was ready to fall, with mingled delight 
and aſtoniſhment, and looking wildly upon us 
all, he ſoon diſcovered the well known features 
of his honoured maſter, under his diſguiſe, and, 
proſtrating himſelfat his feet, hugged his knees, 
crying out, Oh! my dear, long loſt lord—do 1 
behold your face once more—let me now die, 
for I am ſatisfyed with living to this bliſsful-mo- 
ment ! And indeed,. his tranſports were "y Vi- 
olent, 
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olent, that we feared it would really have de- 
prived him of life. The marquiſs raiſed him, 

and embraced him with a preſſure of the warm- 
eſt friendſhip, and even melted into tears, at 
theſe ſincere teſtimonies of his affection. And 
now being ſomewhat compoſed, I ventured to 
aſk after my lovely fair. Oh! Sir, Jenkins re- 
plyed, ſhe is as well in health as can be expected, 
conſidering her uncertainty of your fate, for 
we have had advices that you and your friend 
were taken priſoners, which has almoſt broken 
all our hearts; but thank God you bring us 
comfort indeed. He gave us the ſame ſatis- 


faction, with regard to their graces and the 


marchioneſs, and we had the peculiar felicity to 
hear that every one of our dear friends, were in 
good health, even honeſt old Poundage- And 
now my dear Sir, he continued, in return for 
the mighty bleſſing you have beſtowed upon 
me, | will introduce a perſon you value, who 
has arrived here but three days before you, up- 
on which he ſtepped out and returned with my 
faithful Zack, who was ſo overcome with the 
ſight of us, that he could hardly ſupport him- 
ſelf ; the fidelity of this worthy creature, and 
the ſudden appearance of him, threw down all 
diſtinction— we hugged him to our boſoms, 
and he informed us that the general, at his re- 
turn to Jamaica, had expedited him from thence 
with great goodneſs, upon his ſhewing him my 
orders from St Jago, and that all our friends 
there, were inconſolable with him, at the tidings 
of our defeat and death, and proportionably 


delighted, when the flag of truce brought news 


of 
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of our ſafety and recovery ; that he'came home 
in a man of war, had all our things fafe at the 
duke's, and that captain Deniſon, the worthy 
commander, had, in friendſhip to us, ſhewed 
him great civilities during the paſſage. 

The marquiſs was now introduced to his 
brother in law's chamber, there to ſtay in ſe- 
curity attended only by his Fenkms, till we ſet 
out for Ware- hall, which we could not do, tho 
mad with impatience to get there, before we 
had waited upon our ſuperiors, and diſcharged 
our obligations to the court of Spain. We were 
received with much honour by the miniſtry, 
and the ſecretary at war, who granted us free 
licence to go into the country as long as we 
pleaſed, in return for the dangers we had en- 
countered, and upon our repreſenting the caſe, 
a Spaniſh major and captain were releaſed, and 
ſent home in our room. Every one careſs'd us, 
and the duke's friends crouded to his houſe, to 
congratulate our arrival ; but more particularly 
the earl, my friend the viſcount, his ſon, and 
the counteſs, whoſe joy was without bounds 
. when they firſt ſaw me. Lady Harriet was 
down at Ware hall, with our family, and theſe 
noble perſons propoſed going in few weeks time 
to {ſpend ſome days with his grace, in his remote 
ſolitude, as they called it, and to furvey the ru- 
ral ſcenes they had heard ſo much in praiſe of, 
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CHAP. XLIX. 


Jenkins communicates great happineſs to u. 
' bear news of iny father and mother — Am great- 
by affetted with the tidings—A ftill more inter- 


 eſting diſcovery, which alſo concerns Don Ma- 
nuel — Our 8 happineſs — Behaviour of 
haſe—The marquiſſes reflection 

AMe ſet cut, quite pleaſed, for Ware-hall. 


vW E were now ready to depart, to the 


delightful ſeat, where all our pains and 
tolls ſhould be rewarded, when, one morning, 
the honeſt Fenkins, came into my apartment, 
as | was drefſing myſelf, with an air fo grave, 
and yet a contenance fo full of ſatisfaction, that 
it immediately ftruck me with ſome degree of 
ſurprize. What's the news, my friend? F eryed, 
ſomewhat fits upon thy face to day, that be- 


ſpeaks pleaſure and importance, at the ſame in- 


t—have we got letters from Ware- hall? He 
made no direct reply, but advancing, ſuddenly 
ſcized my hand, and kiſſed it, with a remark- 
able emotion, before I was aware, and looking 
with a wild fondneſs in my face, at length he 
broke out, Oh! my dear young maſter! you, 
that have made us all ſupremely happy—whoſe 
life has been one continued act of benevolence, 
to your friends and fellow creatures hall 1 ſuf- 
fer you to have any ſorrow at your heart—no I 


cannot bear the thought—ſhall you, fir, who 


have made happy the marchioneſs, and her no- 
ble family; who return us my honoured lord, 
me 


264 Tue ADVENTURES or 


the marquiſs, whom we had long numbered 
with hole who are at reſt, in the arms of death; 
whoſe every look and accent, inſpires peace and 
comfort, ſhall I ſuffer you to be tortured by 
any latent uneaſineſs, to deplore any misfortune, 
when in my power to breathe content and eaſe 
to 3 boſom, and tranſport to your noble 
ſoul |! f | 5 
The poor creature ſeemed ſo agitated with 
what he came to perform, that here be was o- 
bliged to pauſe, whilſt his eyes continued to 
wander all over me, with an inconceiveable de- 
light, and, as to my part, I was fixed immove- 
ably where I ſtood, full of impatience, for an 
explanation of what appeared to me ſo extraordi- 
nary; nor, in the hurry of my ideas, which 
whirled round to every circumſtance of my life, 
and recalled paſt ſcenes with amazing celerity, 
could I fix on any thing, on which to ground 
my conceptions, of what was to ſucceed, 
Thus, for ſome minutes, we ſtood like ſta- 
tutes, when, at length, the worthy man a- 
gain recovered ſpeech, and went on—Oh! fir, 
think on a circumſtance that may happen—nay 
that will happen—that will cure all your griets, 
and bleſs every ſucceeding moment of your 
life—think fir, if you could behold your excel- 
lent parents—whoſe thoughts you have ever 
filled—what tranſport would fire your breaſt 
go lir to Ware: hall, and there you will find 
reſtored to you, that honoured father and mo- 
ther—the only ſatisfaction that remains to com- 
plete your felicity. Oh! gracious heaven! was 
it poſſible to expreſs what I telt at hearing this— 
| | | my 
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my boſom ſwelled with rapture inconceivable— 


my whole frame was agitated by nameleſs ſtrug- 
pling paſſions — I fell back into a chair that 

ood behind me, and remained inſenſible for 
ſome minutes, quite overcome with the bleſſed 
tidings, and when I awoke, tears only diſplayed 
my ſenſibility. We both wept—The moment 
I recovered utterance, I proſtrated myſelf in 
adoration of that ſupreme being who had pro- 


duced theſe wonders in my favour, and was fo 
loſt in the pleaſing contemplation of my felici- 


ty, that for an hour I could not leave my apart- 
ment.—Fenk:ns, upon his knees, begged my 
pardon, for thus ſurprizing me—pleading his 

deſign — to hinder a greater ſurpriaal 
and his ambition to be the firſt imparter of theſe 
good tidings; I raiſed him, and tenderly em- 
bracing him, called him my better genius - my 
guardian angel, and told him he had made me 
the happieſt mortal breathing. Oh! my friend 
{ continued, to ſee once more thoſe dear per- 
ſons, to enjoy untainted, their converſation and 
friendſhip, to be perpetually diſplaying to them 
my filial duty and reverence, to eaſe the burthen 
of every care and misfortune, and to impart to 
them of the ſubſtance, providence has beſtowed 
upon me And Oh! my 


ly Sukey will aſſiſt me, to ſmooth and ſoften 
their remaining days !—Gracious powers ! what 
ſcenes of real tranſport open before me! en- 
kins was here going to interrupt me, when the 
marquiſs and captain Chaſe entercd the chamber, 
quite ſurprized at not having yet ſeen me, r 
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Fenkins—my heaven- 
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fearing I had been attacked by ſome ſudden in- 
diſpoſition. 

The minute I ſaw them, I ran and, em- 
bracing them with an air of the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction, cryed, my dear lord, you have heard 
my ſtory—you have heard me often Jament the 
lols of my parents, whoſe characters you 


| have expreſſed yourſelf pleaſed with — thoſe 


worthy parents, my lord, as this inſpirer of joy 


has informed me. are alive—are now at // are» 


hail—and I ſhall ſoon behold their beloved faces. 
At theſe words the marquiſs ſtrained me in his 
arms, and ſhewed, as much as he could, b 


Words and actions, how he intereſted himſelf, 


in what ſo intimately concerned me; and Chaſe, 
who well remembered them, was quite wild 
with joy, and in his vivacious way, faid, well, 
my friend, nothing ſure could happen more a 
propos, and now, as we ſhall ſee all we can 
deſire to ſee, when we get into Northumberland, 
I believe we muft lay an embargo upon all ſighs 
and tears, many of which have proceeded from 
your melancholy remembrances, not unnoticed 
dy me, and intimately regretted, and I ſhall not 
be taken up ſo ſhort, when 1 endeavour to chaſe 
away your gloom, with my merry remarks. 
No, Harry, I returned, all is now calm and 
peaceable within, I bow to your juſt reproofs, 
and will offend no more. But my dear Jentins, 
turning again to him, muſt you till preſerve 
that myſterious ſilence, in regard to theſe much 
loved perſons, and mult 1 ſtill be a ſtranger to 
the reaſons of their withdrawing from North- 
umberland, which, I more than ſuſpect, you 

. | are 
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are very well acquainted with? Do, finiſh your 
good natured deſign, and let me underſtand the 
myſteries in which I have been involved, and 
which for ſo many years, I have not been able 
to pervade. Ah! Sir, he replyed, my reſpect, 
and reverence, for your great, and good father, 
will ſtill tye up my tongue, and I muſt leave 
to him, and your excellent mother, what you 
ſo earneſtly deſire to know; but, however, to 
make you more completely bleſſed, and to im- 
part, yet more ſatisfaction to my lord marquiſs, 
in this intereſting diſcovery, to make him a til} 
more intimate participator of your felicity, ſome- 
what remains, which I cannot diſpence with ac- 
N you both with. Prepare, ſir, to act 
in that elevated ſphere, nature deſigned you for, 
and as you have, by every action of your life, 
teſtifyed the illuſtrious deſcent from which you are 
derived, know, my dear young lord (but I will 
leave the explanation to my honoured lord your 


father) that you are the ſon of the E-— and 


— of - , and my lord marquiſs, and 
lady marchioneſs, are your uncle and aunt. 
This was indeed, new matter for wonder, that 
abſorbed all my faculties, and once more robbed 


me of my voice. The marquiſs, as much 
ſtruck as 1 was, remained ſome minutes mute, 


whilſt 1 lung myſelf on my knees before him. 
At length he cryed, Oh ! my dear nephew 
is it poſſible ! yes it muſt be ſol felt for you, 
the firſt minute I ſaw you, the tenderneſs of a 
relation — tis wonderful all — tis miraculous ! 
riſe my ſon—my every thing — let cavillers no 
onger diſpute the immediate interpoſition of 
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providence in human events— let this convince 
—without its aid theſe things had never been. 
Oh! fir, I now had power to cry, — my uncle 
my father—this is happineſs extreme—thig 
is a reward for an age of ſuffering! Gracious 
powers! look down, and help me to preſerve 
my ſenſes, in this profuſion— this enthuſiaſm of 
delight. We embraced with an emotion that 
can only be felt, never deſcribed. Harry par- 
took of this enchanting diſcovery, with his 
uſual tokens of friendſhip ; once more I preſs. 
ed my YJenkins to my heart ten thouſand times 
repeated my acknowledgments !—And does m 

lovely Sz#ey, 1 cryed, at length know that ! 
am worthy of her affection —does my dear 
lord George—ftill I muſt call him by that name 
-—know that I have a natural right to his friend- 
ſhip ! Oh! tranſcendent heavenly enjoyment ! 
Ah! my Penkins, in this profuſion of bliſs, l 
can eaſily excuſe all your former taciturnity, 
and now, methinks, begin to apprehend, in ſome 
meaſure, the reaſon of all theſe concealments. 
The name you have beſtowed upon me, too 
plainly indicates how unhappy my parents have 
deen; but as I know my father's preſent ſenti- 
ments, lam ſure, he remembers without pain, 
the rank he has forfeited, and as to my part, 
I have reaped ſuch tranſcendent happineſs under 
my preſent name and character, ever ſince I can 
remember, that I ſhall aſſume another with re- 
gret. My dear lord, he replyed, flinging him- 
ſelf on his knees, and kiſſing my hand with 
the utmoſt reverence, now I have reſtored you 


to your ſelf, let me beſeech you to pardon any 
5 thing 
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thing amiſs, in my paſt or preſent behaviour to 


you—I acted by the inſtructions of my lord, 
your father, who, but that many things hap- 
pened that rendered it impoſſible, intended to 
keep your illuſtrious rank a ſecret to you for 
ever, for wiſe reaſons and purpoſes, which, 
when he acquaints you with, you cannot fail 
of applauding. | 

I raiſed him, and again and again teſtifyed 


my an by to him, and promiſed him my 


perpetual friendſhip and eſteem; and now, 
Harry, with a ſolemnity, quite unuſual to him, 
alſo hoped I would forgive him, for any omiſſi - 
ons in his duty and reſpect to me, and added, 
my lord, I ever thought that vaſt ſuperiority you 
had over me, in every conception, ward and 
action, and that awe I was ever inſpired with, 
in your preſence, even in our moſt early years, 
had ſomewhat very extraordinary in it; but the 


myſtery. is out, and I now perceive that true 


nobility, accompanied by honour and virtue, 
will always dictate homage,and attract the hum- 
bleſt attachment. My dear friend, I replyed, 
we will never live otherwiſe together than we 
have always done, you ſhall be ſtill my good- 
natured, merry, and obliging, Harry Chaſe; nor 
will I be any thing elſe than your faithful friend, 


and comrade, 7ames Ramble. The ſcenes of our 


youth, I recollect with the higheſt pleaſure, and 
have only, now, one mournful reflection that 
attacks me—alas ! I wiſh nature had lengthened 
out our poor old tutor's life, that he might have 
alſo reaped ſome part of our felicity. The mar- 
quiſs, who-had been _— for ſome time, join'd 
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the converſation, and ſaid, I have been, my lord, 
reflecting on the ſuperior conduct of your father, 
who ſince the unhappy period of our common 
misfortune, has, by laying afide all ambitious, 
and heated reſentments, for fo many years en- 
joyed that calm and eaſe, which my too violent 
t:mper has robbed myſelf and family of, ſo cruel- 
y: But, 'tis now over, and by his ſage precepts, 
nd the ſociety of our other worthy relations, I 
hope to reap the higheſt future felicity, and to 
become entirely a reaſonable creature. 

Our ſituation was become fo tender, that we 
were obliced to defer our departure for ſome 
days, which we ſpent, in running over the 
ſtories of our various fortunes, and then, all 
things being prepared, we, one fine morning, ſet 
out for Mare- hall, to complete our happineſs, 
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_CHAP. L. 
Arrive ald ſquire Chaſes— ey of that family— 


Lord George comes vver—Our meeting Me 
depart all together for Ware hall Our precau- 
tion.— J tender ſcene—Reſtore the marquiſs to 
his family Mutually relate our adventures. 


Ever did people make more expedition; 
four days brought us to the deſired ſpot. 
Our journey was beguiled by the vivacity which 
our gladneſs of heart inſpired; but our exulta- 
tion did not prevent our taking all the neceſſary 
precautions, to conceal the marquiſs, wherever 
he was likely to be known, and we agreed that 
it would be moſt proper to go firſt to the Helm, 
and to ſend over for lord George, and take his 


advice as to our future management, before we 


went over to Vare- Hall. hen we arrived 


pretty near Harry's native ſeat, we diſmounted, 


and, leaving our horſes with my truſty Zack, 
walk'd on foot to the houſe ; where our ap- 
pearance, for our dreſs was ſcarlet and gold, 
ſoon alarmed the ſtraggling ſervants, who hav- 
ing informed their maſter and miſtreſs, of ſuch 
fine people's advancing, we deſcryed them at 
the door before we reached it, little ſuſpecting 
who were their viſitants. But as ſoon as we 
were near enough, their ſon explained the my ſ- 


tery, by advancing eagerly to his mother, and 


flinging himſelf upon his knees before her. 
Judge the joy of a mother and father, who had 
N . not 
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not ſeen an only ſon for ſo many years, and 


now regained him with ſo many viſible advan- 
tages; it was ſome moments before they could 
part with him from their embraces, to take no- 
tice of us; but then, they received me with 
almoſt equal tokens of affection, telling me I 
had been the guardian and protector of their 
family, and addreſſed the marquiſs with the 
high reverence and reſpect, which his mein 
and deportment ſo evidently challenged. When 
their firſt tenderneſſes were a little ſatisfied, we 
began to talk of our mutual affairs, and Mr 
Chaſe, thinking I was ignorant of what had 
happened at Ware-hall, embracing me, told me 
great happineſs awaited me, which he did not 
think proper to impart to me; but when I 
knew it, hoped I would forgive any want of 
reſpect, that at any time he had inadvertently. 
been guilty of. The worthy couple were every: 
minute gazing fondly at their fon and me, and 
indeed, except our ſwarthy complexion, we 
were rather improved in our perſons, ſince our 
departure. When we had taken a little reſreſh- 
ment, we recited all our adventures, and ſee- 
ing the door was ſecure, I told them who they 
had the honour of having under their roof, 
letting them know that my great reſpect and 
confidence, in their friendſhip, had induced me 
to truſt them with ſo important a ſecret, and 
the care of the marquiſſes perſon, till he could 


go to Ware: ball. Their ſurprize was very great; 


but riſing they paid him due reſpect, and Mr 
Chaſe faid, Oh! Sir, you oblige me highly, in 


putting it into my power to ſerye a nobleman, 


whoſe 
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whoſe family is ſo dear to me, and: to whom I 
have ſo many repeated obligations—TFll anſwer - 
with my life,. for his ſecurity. 
The marquiſs returned his thanks in the po- 
liteſt terms, and now we agreed that the ſquire 
ſhould ride over to Fare-hall, as if on a vilit,. 
and bring lord George to us, acquainting him 
by degrees of our arrival, not too much to ſur- 
prize him. He brought my friend in a few 
hours, with him, full of impatience to ſee me, 
and the minute he alighted, he flew into the. 
hall, caught me in his arms, and we remained 


fome time in the ſtricteſt embrace—our ſatis- 
faction was unbounded, and it was along ſpace 


before we could be ourſelves, ſo much as to re- 
turn regular anſwers, to each others enquiries, 
which were made without any order or co-he- 
rence—he then alſo, received our friend Harry 
with abundance of affection, ſaying, now am 
Iperfectly happy, ſince I have recovered the 
two ſupports of my life. The marquiſs was all 
this time in another room, and I had reſolved 


not to mention him, till it came in the courſe of 


our adventures, which I knew this amiable- 
friend would demand the relation of; but firſt 
he let me know he got fafe to England, and re- 
joined his family, who were all tranſported to 
ſee him; but that my Sukey had been plunged. 
in the deepeſt melancholy at my long abſence; 
and the news of our being priſoners; that the 
match between him and lady Harriet, had been 
agreed- upon by their parents, but he deferred 
it till he heard of me, hoping that I might ſoon 
arrive to be partaker of his felicity, and that a 

. Ns double 
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double marriage might put us both in the ſame 
ſtate, for my dear friend, he continued, the 
duke and dutcheſs, as well as the marchioneſs, 
are now acquainted with your love for our 
couſin, and all long for the happy moment of 
your union ; nay my friend, you will ſee ſtrange 
faces at Ware: hall, and taſte more joy than ever 
you did before. Ah, my lord, I cryed , our faith- 
ful Jenkins has prepared me for it all—I long 
to ſee my father and mother, and am tranſport- 
ed to think that my birth makes me ſtill more 
worthy of your friendſhip. 

Upon this, he once more took me into his 
arms, crying, and do you know it, my.excellent 
couſin—then let this embrace congratulate you, 
and at the ſame time, aſſure you, that you was 
before as dear to me, as you ever can be; tho? 
the circumſtance of our near relation, is a very 
tender one. Your Sukey has been an excellent 
ſteward of your eſtate, and I believe has not 
laid out a ſhilling of the profits. 

He now deſired me to acquaint him of all 
that had happened fince our ſeparation, which I 
did as briefly as poſſible; but when I came to 
the diſcovery of his uncle, never could any de- 
light equal his, nor would he ftay for the re- 


lation further than our arrival in England; but 


cryed out, O where is this noble uncle, let me 
fee him, and pay my duty to him !—The mar- 
ejutſs, who heard every word, opened the door 
of the apartment, where he was concealed, and 
taking his nephew in his arms, ſaid, Ah my 
lord—your uncle has long been a ſtranger to 
your great merit; but hopes ſoon to live in the 
conſtant enjoyment of it! My friend receiv'd his 
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careſſes with the utmoſt reverence, and ſaid, 
Now, indeed, we ſhall be every way happy— 
providence has bleſſed us all in a wonderful man- 
ner; but turning to me and Capt. Chaſe, he con- 
tinued, we owe this favour toyou gentlemen, under 
God, and we'll ever bear it in remembrance. Let 
us all go over to Ware- hall Pllgo before you, and 
prepare them for your reception; but my lord 
marquiſs muſt be introduced privately, to my 
apartment, where he will be ſecure and retired, 
till proper to acquaint our friends with his arri- 
val. He inſiſted upon the ſquire and his lady 
alſo accompanying us, that they might be 
ſharers in our happineſs. We acquieſced in all 
his propoſals, and getting our horſes ready, rode 
ö with him a few miles, when he put forward a 
| good pace, and left us to follow, very flowly, 
to give him time for the deſired preparation. 
We enjoyed the country now, every ſtep we 
rode—no more regrets or mi fortunes dwelt up- 
on my mind, and the marquiſs himſelf, ſeemed 
thoroughly to reliſh his return to his native 
ſkies, though a ſigh would now and then eſcape 
him, at his nearneſs to the dear, long loſt objects 
of his afteftion. | 
As ſoon as we diſcovered the well known 
turrets of Mare- hall, we made towards a cot- 
tage, where lord George appointed to join us, 
who ſoon came, and taking the marquiſs by the 
hand, ſaid, dear Sir, ſuffer me to make you a 
priſoner for a little time, I hope ſoon to re- 
leaſe you! My lord he replyed, lead me where 
you will, I ſhall always be proud. of obeying 
yours, and your worry friend's directions. He 
6 con- 
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conducted him, by a private way, to our old 


apartments, and returned, in a very little 
time, again to us, when we proceeded to the 
gate, which was flung open for us, and I diſ- 
covered in the great hall, all thoſe dear perſons 


waiting, whoſe images were ſo imprinted in 
my mind. SUES en 


I flung myſelf from my horſe, and loſing 
all notion of ceremony, in my impatience, ran 
directly to the ſpot ; but then was fo divided be- 
tween filial reverence on one ſide, and love and 


gratitude on the other, that I knew not where to 


begin my reſpects. My dear father reheved me 
from this tender embarraſsment, by ſtepping 
forwards, and ſtraining me in his loved em- 
brace, the duke ſucceeded him— nothing but 
dear, adored ſon much loved, honoured father 
— excellent youth my gracious lord] were 
the words that reſounded through the hall.--My 
mother wept over me, the marchioneſs, the 
dutcheſs, and lady Harriet, were equally af- 
ſected, and my fair one was obliged to be ſup- 


ported, or ſhe had fallen at the fight of me. 


Good God | how can words paint this moving 
ſcene! Reader, if thou haſt a ſoſt, ſympathizing 
heart, thou muſt feel all that a ſon, a lover, felt 
at this inftant. I ran from one to the other, 
I fell on my knees before them — I was mad — 
I was frantic with joy and tenderneſs — I flung 
my arms round my fair one, I kiſſed thoſe ruby 
lips, —Il prefled the hcaving, panting bofom, to 
mine -I embraced the knees of the honoured 
dutcheſs, I hung upon the neck of my mother, 


and the marchionels, and it was an hour before 


we 
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we could be compoſed. enough to a& with any 
degree of calmneſs— twas all an extravagant 
enthuſiaſm of delight! Chaſe ſucceeded to his 
ſhare of their notice, and was received as the 
ſon of a valued friend — as the companion of 
their adored children, in all their toils, and 
perils. We then adjourned to the duke's a- 
partment, ' my eyes, wild with fondneſs, run- 
ning over my Sukey—Mmy. father, my mother 
This day was too-ſhort for mutual en | 


2 


_ we were employed therein till the next dawn of 


morning, which carried us at length to repoſe, 


the moſt happy, the moſt contented, people in 
the univerſe. 80 


We made the marquiſs, before we went to 
reſt, happy as our ſelves, in the relation of 
what had paſſed, and as he was impatient to 
come in for his ſhare of our bliſs — we deter- 
mined the next day therefore, to reſtore him to 
his family. When I aroſe, I went to all the 


dear perſons apartments, we renewed our en- 


dearments, and were able a little to converſe to- 
gether—my fair one and J repeated our tender 
vows, I was recognized as the ſon of the E 


0 f , and their dear relation, by the 
duke, the dutcheſs, and the marchioneſs; and 


lord George joining me, we deſired his grace, 
and my father, to give us a private audience, 
which they immediately granted us. When, 
addrefling myfelf to them, I faid, my dear, my 
honoured. fathers — till ſomething is wanting 
to the perſect ſatisfaction of our families—you, 
mourn an abſent brother, in the marquiſs of —; 


but providence has alſo at length, reftored him 
to 
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to you; he has, through every danger of diſ- 


covery, ventured his perſon under your roof, 


my lord duke, and waits now to ſhare your em- 
braces, he is returned rich—but has no taſte of 
happineſs till he ſees you. Had the voice of an 
angel been heard, it could not have been more 
grateful to their ears, and lord George having re- 
tired when I began toſpeak, entered with his uncle 
into the room. No ill will, no animoſity, was 
remembered, and the three noble lords mingled 
their tears, and their embraces, together. The 
marquiſs related his ſtory, he confeſſed his errors, 
and it was agreed the duke ſhould uſe his inter- 
eſt at court, for his continuing in ſafety at home. 
Mean time lord George was preparing my mo- 
ther and the dutcheſs, for the reception of the 
joyful intelligence, and I, going into the mar- 
chioneſſes apartment, cryed, Oh my dear aunt 
my lovely charmer, we want only one perſon 
more to dry up all our tears. My dear, ſhe re- 
turned, this is an increaſe of happineſs, I fear 
we muſt never expect, alas! your uncle is no 
more! Here the tears trickled down her cheeks, 
and my fair one's eyes began to moiſten.— Aſter 
ſome pauſe, prepare yourſelves dear ladies, I re- 
turned, for other thoughts —you have conſent- 
ed to bleſs me—you have encouraged my ar- 
dent affection can you think any thing im- 
poſlible to love and gratitude, like mine ? No, 
my worthy uncle returned with me to England, 
from the Wieſt- Indies, and will ſoon call for the 
juſt teſtimonies, of the affection of a dearly be- 
loved wife and daughter. | 
'T he improbability of what I ſaid, was youu 
is 
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this occaſion of ſervice, to moderate the joy 


of theſe ladies; which perceiving, I at length 
ventured to tell them, that he was in the houle, 
and that the duke was bringing him to their 
apartment. In fact he entered as ſoon as theſe 
-words were out of my mouth, followed by all 
the reſt of the noble perſonages. What I felt 
myſelf, at the firſt interview with theſe friends, 
methought fell ſhort of the tender ſcene, that 
was now exhibited, which lan e wants 
words to deſcribe. I was regarded, by every 
one, as the author of ſo great a bleſſing, and 
received ſuch endearing careſſes from them, 
as ſuited the value of the favour; but particu- 
larly my fair Szkey, at every glance, gladdened 
my ſoul, with the lively ſenſibility her eyes ex- 
preſſed. 


We left the tranſported huſband and wife 


together, and retired, and, meeting my old 
friend Poundage, who I had not yet, had the 
leaſt opportunity to converſe with, though he 
and the good Mrs Gentle, had before congratu- 
lated Harry and me, upon our arrival, as did 
all the reſt of the ſervants, with joy and af- 
fection, he took my hand in his, and was 
going to ſpeak, when I prevented him, by cry- 
ing out, Ah! my other father—the origin of 
all my preſent felicity—how ſhall I enough ex- 


preſs the gladneſs of my heart, in finding you 


alive and well ! Every day of my abſence, I 
have recalled your goodneſs to mind—who, un- 
der providence, are the author of all theſe 
wonderful events. It ſhall be the future ſtud 

of my life, to diſplay my gratitude — 


You, 
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you, and I hope, now, ſoon to ſee you in the 

arms of the excellent Mrs Gentle, who is capa- 
ble of making you ſupremely happy, and me 
too, by the pleaſure it will give me, to ſee two 
ſuch valued friends, ſo cloſely united. The 
old gentleman, after wiping away the tears of 


joy, which ſtood in his eyes, returned, my dear 


lord, God ſo—nothing can equal my preſent 
ſatisfation—why I knew you could be no other 
than a nobleman—yes, yes, God fo, old Pound- 
age can fee as far into millſtone as another per- 
ſon—well, well, thank God for all things, you 
deſerve all the honours you receive I muſt hear 
all thy adventures one time or other and the 
wonderful diſcovery of my lord marquiſs 
never was any thing fo ſtrange God fo— 1 
ſhall run wild with delight well, and thou 
wilt think then, of the old man that always 
loved thee — yes, yes, I ſhall marry Gentle— [ 
love her, and ſhe loves me—but if I have no 
children—you fhall have all I die worth—after 
our deceaſe - no ſmall matter neither—God ſo 
l have been a ſaving man—very thrifty in- 
deed—T have now no relation unprovided for 
Hetty has married ſquire Ranger, I think — I 
— her a good penny for her fortune but they 
ve but ſo, ſo, I believe, — very indifferently 
truly -I can't help it — I did all for the beſt. 
At this, being quite out of breath, I had liber- 
ty to put in, with congratulations on his neice's 
marriage, and thanks for his kind intentions in 
my favour, and we ſpent near an hour together, 
he, in aſking abundance of queſtions, and I, in 
fatisfying him, with ready good nature, and 
| quite 
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quite charmed to ſee my old friend look ſo well, 
and talk ſo briſkly, 
For ſeveral days, open houſe was kept at 
I/are-hall, nothing but rejoicing refounded 
through the neighbouring villages,and every one 
came to pay their reſpects to the new comers. 
We related our ſeveral adventures to each o- 
ther, and gave thanks to God, for their happy 
concluſion, and I underſtood, the old lord, the 
father of my mother and the marchioneſs, was 
deceaſed, leaving them his co-heirs to a very 
opulent fortune, willing, thereby, to attone for 
his former unnatural cruelty. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


My fathers diſcourſe to me—His reaſons for his 
former conduct Our exceeding great happineſs 
he duke departs for London Me viſit my 

ſecat in Fifeſhire—Intervieto with my Fair One 
-— Ranger's match with Miſs Poundage e 
v1fit our old farm-- Mr Chaſe's and Sly's return 
to Ware-hall--Theduke &c. arrive fromEondon 


Had yet had no opportunity, to be alone 

with my father, for, though 1 often courted 
a private converſation, yet, my time was ſo 
engroſſed, by the company of our friends in 
general, that it was impoſſible to retire for a 
minute together, even with my charming Sukey. 
At length, one morning, he got up ſooner than 
uſual, and coming to my bed fide, and aſter- 
wards going to that of my friend, he told us, 
we ſhould oblige him by riſing, as he wanted 
a little converſation with us. We were ſoon 
up and dreſſed, when, deſiring us to be feated, 
and ſitting down by us, he addreſſed himſelf to 
us, as follows. My dear ſon, my excellent ne- 
phew, you are both ſtrangers to ſome parts of 
my former conduct, that muſt have appeared 
very myſterious to you, conſidering the diſco- 
| veries that have ſince been made; you, no 
doubt think it ſtrange, that for ſuch a number 
of years, I ſhould have been able to live the 
private life of a rural ſwain, and ſuperlatively 
happy, in the calm, and peaceful participation 
of domeſtick enjoyments, with a woman, * 

| 3 ha 
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had ever the ſole ſway over my ſoul, and whoſe 
life and happineſs, included every thing dear 
and valuable to me. I mention this my lords, 
in honour of the ſex in general, and as an in- 
centive to you, to haſten your union with the 


ladies, you are deftined for: Without that ſoft 
tye, a man can never be completely bleſſed; 


and, happy in a beloved, prudent, virtuous 
fair, every ill is leflened, by the ſoothing ſhare 
ſhe takes in the ſorrows of her mate, and every 
joy, and ſatisfaction, reaps tenfold encreaſe, 
Ah ! my children, think not that the diſcovery 


as it has reſtored me to my worthy friends and 
relations: No, I regret the innocent ſweets I 
have loſt, and could again wiſh to retire, to the 


undiſtinguiſhed ſtate of life, which I have been 
obliged to quit. There, all my diſquiets were 


huſhed and ftilled, every one treated me with 


honeſt ſimplicity and truth, no flatterer poiſon - 


ed my ears, no diſſentions, nor turmoils, kept 
my anxious thoughts awake. Induſtrious la- 
bour employed my days, and ſound fleeps 
crowned my quiet nights. The middle con- 


dition of life, is certainly moſt eligible, and 


wiſe Agur might well exclaim, Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, feed me with food convenient 
for me; left I grow proud and deny thee, and ſay 


who 1s my God? Or, 7 I grow poor and ſteal, 
e 


and take the name of the Lord my God in vain. 
But I fee you are impatient for what I promiſed 
2 and ſhall therefore detain you no longer 
rom my ſtory, that you may have no ſuſpicions 
that the concealments I have obſerved to you, 
| EVP were 
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of my quality, gives me pleaſure, further than 
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were from want of confidence, or affection. I 
have, long before your arrival, informed his 
— and all our family thereof; but waited 
or that to impart it to you and your friend. 
You muſt know then, that I was drawn into the 
rebellion, at the beginning of his late majeſty's 
reign, by the arts of many deſigning men, who 
took me at an unguarded hour, and made me 
act contrary to my knowledge, my conſcience; 
and my allegiance. I was ſoon ſenſible of my 
unhappy miſtake z but it was too late (though 1 
kept my hands from being embrued in the blood 
of my fellow ſubjeRs) to return to my duty, 
when my repentance would be fcorned and ſuſ- 
pected, and therefore I was forced to perſiſt to 
the fatal period, of that wretched affair, by 
which I became attainted, and, with many o- 
ther families, loſt my paternal eſtates, which 
were. not inconſiderable. As I knew myſelf 
guilty of a notorious crime, the ſeverity of the 
vernment did not exaſperate me, and I con- 
idered it as neceſſary to the ſupport of an eſtab- 
liſhment, which none but the weakly. mad, 
and the wicked, could be enemies to. I had 
| ſaved from the wreck of my fortunes, about 
6000). I was too much of a philoſopher, and too 
happy in your mother, to regret, with ſeverity, 
the loſs of my title and fortune; for indeed, 

love, retirement, and ſtudy, were always the 
principal bents of my ſoul. I did not therefore, 
enter into the other wild projects of the party, 
or throw'myſelf into the arms of the perfidious 
French, a nation I ever abhoricd ; but reſolved 
to ſeperate myſelf from the world, and never 
more 
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more make myſelf a ſlave to ambition, or the 
dupe of politics. With this view I ſtudied to 
conceal myſelf, alike from friend and foe, and 
was ſo ſucceſsful, that I eluded every ſearch, or 
enquiry, by various changes of' fituation and 
diſguiſes, and at length found out the happy re- 
treat where you was born. By employing my- 
ſelf in farming and grazing, I lived unſuſpect- 
ed, and at the ſame time, had a view of mak- 
ing a future proviſion for my family, and your 
dear mother, entirely of my ſentiments, ſoon 
forgot her late ſplendid character and fortune, 
and determined, with me, to breed up the 
children providence ſhould bleſs us with, in 
total ignorance of any but our preſent conditi- 
on; ſenſible that the middle ſtate of life, as I 
have ſaid before, was the happieſt, and that a 
knowledge of my unfortunate errors and diſ- 
grace, would only edge their ambition to their 


own deſtruction: he caſe of moſt of the 


young nobility that now wander in exile and de- 
pendance, for the imprudent ſteps of their pa- 
rents—ever unhappy—ever breathing out me- 
naces againſt the lawful government of their 
native country—ever embarking in ſchemes of 
rebellion and confuſion, which have ever ended 
in the ruin of the fomenters. Upon theſe prin- 
ciples then, we brought you up, and ever with 
concern, obſerved your curious enquiries, and 
thoſe doubts your growing reaſon, from the 

hints we now and then accidently let fall,invol- 
ved you in. Thus we lived happily, pleaſed 
with your amiable qualities, your proficiency 


in virtuous. endowments ; known to none but 


the 
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the good Jenkins, who not being able to find his 
maſter, engaged in my ſervice, and with whom 
I could ſafely, from my former knowledge of 
him, truſt myſelf and ſchemes : To this 2 may 
aſcribe my trouble when the duke viſited us, 


and my leaving you to receive her grace, know- 


ing ſhe well remembered, both me and your 
mother, and that her kindneſs would render my 
quiet life impoſſible; but length of time, and 


alteration of dreſs, and circumſtances, had ſo 


altered us, that we afterwards often ſaw them 
without being recognized, though they fre- 
quently, I know, imagined they had ſeen us 
before, and that from our manners, and the 
education of you, we were of ſuperior rank to 

that we appeared in. 
When this young lord firſt entertained a 
friendſhip for you, you was ſeen and liked, 
by his father and mother, and in conſequence 
went to reſide at Fare-hall, I muſt own I al- 
tered a little my ſentiments—was ambitious 
you ſhould embrace that honour, and began to 
form flattering ſchemes of future fortune, and 
eſtabliſhment for you, ſomewhat like the rank 
you was born to, tho” ſtill with a firm reſolution 
never to inform you of my former quality. Your 
capacity, your judgment, and the amiable 
nobleneſs of your ſoul, told me it would be 
cruel to withold from the advantages you were 
likely to be partaker of, and J ſincerely hoped that 
his grace, as I afterwards adviſed, would deſtine 
you to the army; for after you was engaged in 
the ſervice of his majeſty, and had ſome con- 
nection with the preſent government, I thought 
I might 
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Lmight with ſafety let you into my ſtory; if it 
could no longer be concealed from you; till 
which time I determined to keep it an inviolable 
ſecret. When it was ſuſpected my brother in 
law, the marquiſs, was in theſe parts, I had in- 
telligence by the means of Fenkins, that I was 
alſo in ſome danger, from the ſpies that were 
ſpread abroad, and, as I always held it as a 
maxim, not to tempt the moſt remote danger, 
J reſolved to quit my abode, which I. did ac- 
cordingly ; but we have ever ſince lived in the 
north riding of York/Þzre, in ſecurity, frequently 
hearing all that paſſed in the duke's family, from 

enkins, and rejoicing in the progreſs you made 
in your military fortune; yet ſincerely touched 
with your going to the H/e/? Indies, ſince which 
our fears for you have hardly given us a mo- 
ment's eaſe, I have been happy enough ſince 
your departure, as I thought my duty required 
me, to give ſome uſeſul intelligence to the mi- 
niſtry of an intended invaſion 3 in return for 
which, my gracious ſovereign has permitted my 
abode in England undiſturbed, and the enjoy- 
ment of a penſion out of my eſtate, the ob- 
taining of which, of conſequence diſcovered 
us to the noble family at MWare- hall, where we 
have reſided ever ſince, When you formerly 
deſcribed the ladies you accidentally met—we 
bad ſame ſuſpicion that it was the marchioneſs 
and her daughter, who we thought might be in 
the neighbourhood, which was the reaſon of 
thoſe unguarded exclamations of your mother's, 


that ſo ſurprized a and it was with grief We 


could not, conſiſtently with our deſigns, know 


the 


| 
| 
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the truth of their reſiding near us, and ſuccour 
By what I have told you, of my pacific and 
quiet temper, I would not have either of you 
miſtake me for a coward. I always poſſeſſed 
ſpirit enough to do myſelf juſtice, nor was to 
be awed by any man's ſuperiority, alone: But, 
the ingenuity of my mind, ever made me ready 
toſee myſelf in an error, and to acknowledge, 
and forſake it. And that any oppoſition to the 
proteſtant eſtabliſhment, is wild and ridiculous, 
my reaſon ſoon convinced me, when I was left 
cool to my own refleCtions, unſurrounded by 
thoſe gloomy diſcontented wretches, who had 
been the cauſe of my revolt. I muſt own, at 
preſent, the arguments drawn from hereditary 
right, ſeem to me ſo ſtrangely abſurd, ſo con- 
trary to hiſtory and common ſenſe, and bear ſo 
hard on the wiſdom and juſtice, of the ſupreme 
governor of the univerſe, that I pity the poor 
creatures who are deluded by them, extremely ; 
and believe me, that few men of rank, who 
pretend themſelves enemies to the preſent fa- 
mily and government, are ſo, from any convic- 
tion that they lie under, of the rectitude or pro- 
priety of their being ſo; no, moſt of them are 
ſwayed either by ambition or reſentment, or 


both, and, if a father, or brother, has once ſuf- 


fered in the Stewart's cauſe ; they think it diſ- 
honourable to abandon it. As to the lower herd, 
of which the jacobites are principally compoſed, 
perhaps ſome thouſands may actually think 
themſelves in the right; for enthuſiaſm in poli- 
ticks, is more dangerous and deceptive, than even 
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in religion; but whilſt there are a body of 


prieſts, who pride themſelves in impoſing! ſuch - 


doctrines on their deluded diſciples, no wonder 
that the weak and the ignorant, are the dupes 
of their artifices. Happy would it have been 
for the world, if the miniſters of Chriſt's mild, 
peaceable, and pure precepts, had never mud- 
died their brains, or fouled their hands, with 


civil matters. Theſe were the men, who, by 


flattering the high flown miſtaken notions of the 
Stewarts, worked out their ruin: Theſe are 
the men, who ſtill add fuel to the dying fire, 


and have involved ſo many thouſand families in 
unutterable diſtreſs; not remembering what 


their immortal maſter ſo emphatically told them, 


That his kingdom was not of this world. "Thank. 


God, the eyes of the world begin to open every 


day; and that the ſacred function is no further 


regarded, than as it is adorn'd with integrity, 
virtue, and unaffected piety, and like the doc- 
trines they ought to inculcate, breaths nothing 
but peace and good will to mankind. 

But I know, my lords, all this is unneceſſary, 
to you, and that you have formed ſuch true 


notions of theſe matters, as will ever protect 


you from —_— that government, which 
being built upon ſo firm a rock, as the undoubt- 
ed rights, and the affections of the people, I 
truſt no future arts will ever be ſufficient to a- 


boliſh. And thus my beloved ſon, I have ex- 
plained every —_ that appeared myſterious in 
] 


my conduct, and bleſs God that we are all fo 


ſupremely happy, and ſo like to continue ſo. 
I received this account, from my father, with 
Vor. II. "Ws admiration 
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a dmiration, at his ſagacity and prudence, and 
With tears deplored his ſufferings; but applaud- 
ed his ſentiments, and promiſed always to a- 
dopt them as my own. | 
Nothing could now equal the felicity we en- 
joyed on all ſides, at Yare-hall, love tuned our 
| ſouls to harmony, and friendſhip's chearing ray 
enlivened every hour, and nothing ſeemed want- 
ing but an aſſurance of the marquiſs's ſafety, to 
obtain which, the duke propoſed to ſet out for 
London, there to ſollicit in his favour; nor did 
he imagine his requeſt would be denyed, as the 
marquiſs had never fince his exile, diſturbed the 


peace of, or born arms againſt his country, and 


had been particularly kind to the Engliſb pri- 
ſoners, both in America and Spain, which many 
of them now in England, would be glad to 


teſtify. Ee 
He therefore departed with my father, pro- 
miſing to return with the earl of —, and 


then to complete our felicity, by uniting us to 
our charming miſtreſſes, who had given their 
conſent to make us happy, and to which all the 
other parties had agreed. During their abſence, 
we went on a viſit to my eſtate in Fife, the be- 
queſt of my friend, the poor deceaſed marquiſs, 
whoſe loſs his noble parents yet bewailed, and 
which frequently drew ſighs from all our bo- 
ſoms, which I now took poſeſſion of in form, 
and, as a teſtimony of my reſpect for the memo- 
ry or the donor, I ordered a beautiful ſtatue of 
that young nobleman, carv'd by a maſterly 
hand, to be placed at the upper end of the 
principal avenue to the garden, with à proper 

inſcrip- 
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inſcription, and had his picture, copyed from 


the dutcheſs's original, painted for the anti- 
chamber, which drew abundance of endearing 
thanks from the whole illuſtrious family. We 
ſtaid here near a week, enjoying the pleaſant 
ſcenes that ſurrounded us, and my mother took 
ſuch a fancy to the ſituation, that I inſiſted we 
ſhould all perſwade my father, to take up his 
future reſidence at this elegant ſeat. | 

Here, one fine evening, I had the long wiſh- 
ed for opportunity of being ſome hours alone 
with my adorable Sukey, in one of the beautiful 
ſummer retreats, in a grove near our houſe, 
and flinging myſelf at her feet, once again pour- 
ed out my ſoul before her, and, in return, re- 
ceived the ſofteſt and moſt delightful aſſurances 
of her unalterable affection, and we mutually 
hailed the bliſsful moments, that lagged too ſlow- 
ly towards us, which were to put me in poſeſſi- 
on of ſo much invaluable treaſure, and to crown 


” 


And here the young marquiſs, my excellent 


friend, with his lovely Harriet, frequently in- 


dulged ſuch envyed privacies, as tune the heart 
to rapture; whilſt the marquiſs and marchioneſs, 
ſpent their time no leſs agreeably, leaving ſquire 
Chaſe and his lady, and their ſon, to entertain the 
dutcheſs and my mother. In ſhort, the hours 
paſſed away ſo pleaſingly, that *twas with re- 
gret, on all ſides, we quitted the enchanting 
ſpot. 

In our return to Ware-Hhall, we were elegant-. 
ly entertain'd at Ranger's, by him and his ſpouſe, 
the late Miſs Heſther Poundage, who 1 could 

2 perceive, 


TT Ro 


292 THE ADVENTURES or 
perceive, notwithſtanding his large fortune, 


were already become mutual plagues, and bur- 


thens to each other. This modiſh match, had 
been made up during her abode at Ware- ball, 
with her uncle,who, having a matrimonial deſign 
upon Mrs Gentle, choſe to get her off his hands 
at the expence of a large ſum of money. The 
ſquire was ever after the chace, whilſt, madam, 
coquetted and gallanted, at all the neighbouring 
towns and ſeats, and they ſeemed both to 
have fo little notion, or taſte, of true happineſs, 


_ thatI could not help thinking, he was now ſuffi- 


ciently puniſhed for his former injuries to my 
family, and the debaucheries, into Which he 
had led the poor young marquiſs. However, 


they behaved very reſpectſully to their gueſts, 


and at the dutcheſs's deſire, went over and 
ſpent two or three days with us at Mare- Hull. 
My mother having an inclination to take a 
tour, alſo, to our old, and ever remembered 
farm, we accompanied her thither; for the had 
never, in my abſence, had ſtrength of mind 
ſufficient to viſit the well known ſpot, where 


the had enjoyed ſuch untainted happineſs ; and 
the ſight drew tears from her eyes. We found 


the late poſeſſor was then on his death bed, 
which ſhortened our ſtay; but we took up one 
night's lodging with our affectionate neigh- 
bours, who teſtifyed, every way in their abili- 
ty, the pleafure they had in beholding us; and 
having a deſign in my head, I wrote over to 
Poundage, of the ſickneſs of the farmer at our 
houſe, and beſought him, in caſe he died, not 
to diſpoſe of the farm till I ſaw him, reſolving 

to 
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to propoſe it for the worthy Fenkins's future 


abode. | | 

From hence we went, by *ſquire Chaſe's in- 
vitation, to the Holm, where we were more 
commodiouſly entertained for two or three days, 
and where he and his lady and ſon, ſtrove to 
make us welcome. The young marquiſs, Har- 
ry, myſelf, and my fair one, with the lovely 
lady Harriet, paid a viſit alſo, from hence, to 
Mr 8's, who with his wife was quite tranſport- 
ed at the ſight of us, and they and their little 
family appeared like the pictures of Plenty and 
Innocence. Lady. Harriet, to whom this part 
of the country was new, was quite charmed 
with it and them, and when we ſhew'd her the 


old church, the parſonage houſe, where we had 


been educated, and the poor doctor's monu- 
ment, ſhe could not help exclaiming, why, 
gentlemen, fure never was any place ſo form'd 
to inſpire melancholy and devotion ; theſe ve- 
nerable ruins, ſeem to be the haunts of goblins 


and ſpectres, whilſt the wide ſpreading lawns 


and meads, around them, are calculated for the 
gambols of the light footed fairies, and their lit- 
tle elves: This reflection made us all ſmile, 


remembering the late poſſeſſor of the vicarage, 
whoſe brains had been ſo replete with ſuch ideas, 
and the ſtory of laying his diabolical highneſs, ſo 


many years fince, which all the neighbourhood 
{till talked of, and was the favourite narration 


for their children. We left tokens of our li- 


berality with the poor cottagers in the vicinity, 
many of whom remembered us, and took a 
dinner .at farmer Oates's, beſtowing handſome 

. 3 gra- 
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gratuities on his ſervants, as we did on thoſe of 
Sly, who with his wife we took to Ware hall, 
where they were highly careſſed by my mother, 
and the reſt of the noble company, and went 
home again, loaded with preſents and perfectly 
happy. We all inſiſted that the ſquire and his 
family ſhould return with us to Warehall, and 
not leave us till the completion of our approach- 
ing nuptials, and we arrived there highly charm- 
ed with our tour, and eagerly expecting the re- 
turn of our friends from London. 

In a fortnight after our fathers returned, and 
brought with them the earl, his ſon, and the 
counteſs, to our great joy, and a permiſſion 
from the miniſtry for the marquiſſes reſidence 
in England, obtained by the joint intereſt of his 
grace, and that excellent nobleman. Soon af- 
ter their arrival, all the proper ſettlements being 
drawn, and executed, the bappy day that was 
to unite lord George, and lady Harriet, and 
me and my fair one, was appointed, and the 
worthy curate of Holy Iſland, now vicar of —, 
and chaplain to his grace, repair'd to Ware: hai 
to perform the ceremony, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ill 


' Marriages of me and my friend—Of Chaſe and 
 Poundage—Provide for Sinclair, Jenkins,&c, 
Our delightful ſituation.—Conclufion, 


T length the wiſh'd for hour was told, 

and leading our lovely creatures to the 
apartment conſecrated to the holy ceremony, 
bluſhing like the morning roſe, they were given 
to us for life, and our full hearts received the 
charming preſents made us, with inexpreſſible 
rapture, from the hands of their excellent pa- 
rents; and now our joys were complete, and 
we had in each other, all that either deſired or 
ſigh'd after. Bleſſed hour | that in making my 
adored Sukey mine, imparted to me the higheſt 
felicity that human nature is capable of receiv- 
ing, the tender endearments of chaſte and virtu- 
ous affeQtion ! 


Oh woman I lovely woman | nature form'd you 
To temper man—we had been brutes without you? 


We had reap'd the felicities of our union, 
fcarce a week, before our friend Chaſe fell into. 
the ſame ſoft captivity z for having conceived 
an affection for a young lady, a couſin of lady 
Harriet's, who accompanied her mother to 
Ware hall, and engaged by his aſſiduities and his 
merit, a ſuitable return, we jointly beſought the 
earl, her uncle, to give her to his wiſhes. That 
nobleman generouſly made reply, that he would 
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fuſe nothing that was aſked of him, at a place, 
where he had taſted ſo much ſatisfaction, and to 
the entreaties of perſons ſo dear to him; nor 
had he the leaſt objection either to the behavi- 
our or fortune of Captain Chaſe, The ſquire 
and his wife were almoſt beſide themſelves, at 


this addition to their happineſs, and their alli- 


ance to ſuch noble families, and gave their con- 


| ſent the moment it was deſired, She had a for- 


tune of 4000/7. in her own poſſeſſion, which, 
however, the amorous Harry ſettled entirely on 
her and her iſſue, and his father immediately 
ſurrendered to him the half of his eſtate. Ano- 
ther week of feſtivity was the conſequence of 
theſe agreements, and Poundage having obtain- 
ed leave of their graces to eſpouſe Mrs Gentle, 
the two couple were married together, by our 
worthy vicar. The old ſteward gambol'd to 
his wedding, dreſs'd in all the finery he was 
maſter of, and, after the ceremony was over, 
caught me by the hand, and cry'd out, God fo 
Now I'm myſelf— Well, off and on, this has 
been a twenty years courtfhip too—but, with 
all her hill I ſhall I tricks, I have hampered my 
doe at laſt ; then, turning to his bride, Well, 
madam, tho* you change your name I hope 
you'll never change your nature—God ſo—be 
Gentle ſtill—and leave the reſt to me - but mum 
I'll fay no more till night. In ſhort, the ho- 
neſt ſcribe afforded us excellent diverſion, his 
ſpirits were elevated to the higheſt pitch, he 
looked with fondneſs every minute upon his 
ſpouſe, and with overflowing gratitude continu- 
ally bleſſed the company around him, In this 

hu- 


- i wa. Sade”, yo 


humour he imparted to us, that he had faved 


in his placc 30, ooo l. and begged the duke's 


leave to reſign his ſtewardfhip, that he might 
enjoy the remains of life, free from the hurry 
and fatigue of buſineſs, which, with ſome diffi- 
culty was granted him, and, at our joint re- 
queſts, the worthy Sinclair, the duke's gentle- 
man, ſucceeded him, who, by his good ſenſe 


and abilities, and his long acquaintance with 


his grace's concerns, was well qualified to ex- 
ercife the function, and Poundage ſaid to him, 
God ſo, you ſhan't want advice and aſſiſtance, 
for I can never think of living far from his 


graces's—No—no, If I dont ſee my old peo- 


ple about /Yare-hall, now and then, I had as 
well be buried alive. 

When his grace and my father were in Lon- 
don, Fenkins had, humbly beſought the former, 
for his leave to deliver up his charge there, ſay- 

-ing, that his age, and his turn of mind, requi- 
Ted an abſence from the tumult of the town, 
and that, with the little pittance he had ſaved, 
he would endeavour to make the reſidue of his 
days eaſy and happy, in the neighbourhood: of 
his honoured patrons and friends, in Northum- 
berland. The duke could not refuſe fo reaſon- 
able a requeſt, and added, to his grant of it, 
a preſent of 1000 guineas, He now, was ar- 
rived amongſt us, and ſignifying his inclination 
not to be entirely idle, was put into my father's 
farm, vacant by the deceaſe of the late occu- 


pier, and I ſtock'd it for him, with every thing 


in profuſion, and my friend, the young mar- 
quits, added a collection of the choieeſt authors 
fur 
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for the amuſement of his leiſure hours ; his old 
maſter and miſtreſs, the marquis and marchio- 


neſs, alſo gave him noble proofs of their friend- 


ſhip and gratitude. My faithful man Fac#, the 
companion of our American adventures, having 


taken to wife a young woman he had courted 


long ſince, we provided handſomely for in an 
adjacent farm, to that of Zenkins, and all of us 
ſtrove to make him amends for thoſe inſtances of 
his fidelity, which he had given in my ſervice ; 
and my charming wife remembering her former 
obligations to him, when carried off by Ran- 
ger and the late marquiſs, made him a preſent 
of 500 J. Thus having anſwered the calls of 
gratitude, and rewarded all thofe who had any 
ways contributed to our preſent felicity, we be- 
gan to enjoy, in full tranſport, our engaging ſitu- 
ation ; and our parents, perfectly ſatisfied with 
the delightful ſtate of their family, had over- 
come the very memory of their former misfor- 
tunes, and all was mirth, gaiety, and untainted 
pleaſure. Each roſeate morn ſmiled with added 
Joys, each waining night gave encreaſe of bliſs, 
which, as it was founded upon love, good ſenſe, 
and virtue, was ever likely to continue. 

And, now, it became neceſſary to think of 
ſettling ourſelves, in our ſeveral habitations and 


departments. The duke, who had been ſo long 


abſent from court, having received an expreſs to 
haſten his return to the exerciſe of his great 
functions and charges; and the earl's connexi- 
ons alſo, calling him to London, thoſe two no- 
blemen, the dutcheſs, counteſs, and our friend 
the viſcount, after taking a moſt endearing _ 
- we 
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well of us,departed for that metropolis, to which 
we promiſed ſoon to repair. Lord George and 
his fair ſpouſe took up their reſidence at Ware- 
hall, and my father and mother theirs at my 


- ſeat in Fifeſbrre. The marquis and marchioneſs 


retir'd to the eſtate their father-in-law had left 
them, and I, with my lovely wife, to that he had 
bequeathed to my mother, on account of its neigh- 
bourhood to Ware hall. Poundage lives at a houſe 


of the duke's near Edinburgh, and our friend Har- 


ry, with his bride, dwell happily with their father 
and mother at the Holm, and Sly and his wife re- 
main ſtill upon their farm, ſurrounded by a num- 
ber of prattling children, and rewarded for their 
induſtry and fidelity with the bleſſings of encreaſe 
and plenty. We frequently viſit each other, 
and live together in a harmony that has yet ne- 
ver been diſturbed. The duke and dutcheſs, 
earl and counteſs, and our friend the viſcount, 
often ſpend part of the ſummer with us, and 
we always viſit them in London in the winter 
ſeaſon. One charming boy has crown'd our 


loves, and my friend has as pretty a girl, the 


picture of his Harriet, who, if they live ta 
inherit the affection of their fathers and mo- 
thers for each other, may continue to remoter 
years the alliance of our families. At preſent, 
duty, love friendſhip, and domeſtick joys en- 
groſs all my ſoul; nor has ambition the leaſt 
thare in my breaſt. We live in exact fidelity 
to the government, nor ever once regret the 
empty titles we have loſt; ready at any call to 
ſerve our country, or to benefit mankind. What 
ſituation can abound with greater delights, with 
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| more ſubſtantial enjoyments ! Let our exam- 
ples admoniſh the reader never to depart from 
the maxims of wiſdom and prudence ; the dic- 
tates of virtue and religion; by a ſtrict adhe- 
rence to which, we at length are arrived to ſuch 
ſupreme felicity : So ſhall he be enabled to en- 
counter and overcome the misfortunes incident 

to this life, and enſure in the future, the bleſs- 
ing of providence: And, let him ever bear in 
remembrance: | 


An haneſt man's the nobleft work of God. 
Pops. 
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